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[locssawaro smy KHU2Y MOUM NAEMAHHUKAM, d 8 UX ulye 8ceM
oemam Mupa, Moeu mame, Komopas nepeoana MHe 8 Hac.1e0cmeo
CROCOOHOCMU K COYUHUMENbCMBY, PUCOBAHUIO
U My3blKe, a maKkce 6celi Moel 1oOUuUMoil cembe.

L. Ocyghosa.



Cka3ka aJ19 AeTeil 4 B3pOCJibIX

B cBoel dhanTacTHueckor nosecty "HepHas xkemuyxHUHa"

lOnas nwucarenpHuua Ilymana HKOcydoBa, HECOMHEHHO,
HaJeJieHHas Ooratoii (¢aHTa3ueil, MNEePEHOCUT TEPOHUHI0 —
OOBIYHYIO IEBOUYKY B BbIMBILIJIEHHYIO CTpaHy AJbIKEHAY, rae eé
XIYT HEBEPOATHbIE NPUKIOYEHHA. HMHOH 4HTaTesllb MOXET
CKa3aTb, 4YTO KHUI, HANHUCAHHbIX B MOJHOM Ce€HYac »XaHpe
"¢oHTa3u", MHOro, U BCE OHM IMOXOXH OJHA HaA JPYrYylo.
be3sycnosHo, lllymaHa npoyna HeMano HEBEPOATHBIX HUCTOPHH,
MOBJIMABLIUX HA €€ BOOOpaKE€HUE, HO, TEM HE MEHEE, €1 YAaI0Ch
co3laTb CBOM COOCTBEHHBIM 3axBaTbIBalOLIMH CrOkKeT. OHa
CcyMeJia MoKa3aTh, KaK B PE3KO U3MEHUBIIUXCS OOCTOSATENBCTBAX
MEHSIETCSl XapaKTep INIaBHOW repoOMHU. ABTOP KHHUTH MOJBEPraeT
repoeB MOBECTU BCEBO3MOXHBIM HCIBITAHUSIM, KOTOPbIE€ OHHU C
YECThIO BBIACPKHUBALOT.
N B 3TUX (AHTACTUUECKHUX OOCTOATENILCTBAX MPOBEPAIOTCS H
KPEMHYT peajibHbI€ YEJIOBEUYECKHE YYBCTBA: HACTOsALIAs JIOOOBb,
NMOHUMaHHWE, Apyx0a W B3aUMOBBIpYUYKa. U He TONBKO
BIEYATJIECHUS OT MPOYUTAHHBIX POMAHOB JIBUXKET aBTOPOM.
JleBouka,  HanucaBlIass  KHUTY, JKMBET B  CJIOXKHOM,
KOH(MJIUKTYHOUIEM MHpPE, HECMOTPS Ha HEOOJIbLIOH >XHU3HEHHBIH
OMbIT, OHA YXX€ y3HaJla, YTO TAKOE€ BOHWHBI U TEPPOPUCTHUYECKHE
akThbl. E€ nopa3una »kecTtokocTh B3pbiBa 11 centsa0ps 2001 rona B
MaHx3TTeHe, I1e XUBYT €€ pOACTBEHHUKH. DTH COOBITHS HAULIH
OTpa)K€HHUE B KHUre. ['€poHMHS BUIUT BO CHE pa3pyLICHHbIE
yJuubl MaHX3TTeHa:

"Ha 3emae nedxcanu mepmevle 100U, CpeOU HUX HCEHUWUHbBL U
oemu. [naza eé HanonHunucey yxcacom. Kanau uyoscou kposu
Hayaiu pacmekamovcsi ho €€ meny, OHA NoYy8Cmeosanda
Hecmepnumylo 6oab u peszv 6 enazax. llouemy? [louemy smo
npouzowno?  «Bcmanome! Bcmawbme!», — 3akpuyana ona.
Caeswl 3acmunanu 2aaza”.



Cka3zouyHas UcTOpus mnpuoOpetaeT riiyookui cmbica. "lloueny
yee oOpambsi He Opyxycam mexncoy cobou? Yezco oce um He
oocmaem 8 3MomM NPEKPACHOM CKa3o4HoMm mupe?' 3agaet Bonpoc
repouHsl MOBECTH, a C HEHW W IOHAs MUcaTe/lbHULA, [MPOCTOM
JETCKHM BONPOC, HAa KOTOPbIA MOKa HE MOrYT HAWTH OTBET
yMyJIp€HHbIE CEAUHAMH MOJIMTHKH, (Uiiocodbl, 0OLIECTBEHHbIE
JEATEIIH.

HUpuHa SABuyHOBCKas

Unen Coro3a nucarenieit U3pauns, obnanarens
aumioMa MTO JIA B paMkax MEXAyHapOJIHOTO
KOHKYypca "3onotoe nepo Pycu-2008".

l'lpezchmBue K MOBECTH «llepnaﬂ KEMUYYKHHA)

Y Bac B pykax MepBasgs KHHra MOJIOJOro, JaXX€ IOHOTO
nutepatopa. U CTOMT TONbKO HayaTh YTEHHE, KaK YUTATEb HE
OTOPBETCs, IOKa HE 3aKpoeT mnocjeAHow crpaHuny. Ceiiyac
MHOr0 MyOJIMKY€eTCs (PAHTAaCTUKH, U HEJIETKO HAWTH B 3TOM MOpE
KHHI YTO-HHOyIb oOocoOeHHoe W HHTepecHoe. I[loaToMy Tak
npusaTHo yauBaseT mnosects llymansr KOcydoBoii, coBceM
MoJiofon neBywkd. [loBects (aHTacTHYeckas U cBoeoOpasHas,
CIOKET  pa3BMBA€TCid [OMHAMHYHO, C  HemnpeacKa3yeMbIMH
MOBOpOTaMH. A €€ IepoM, TAKHE XK€ IOHBbIE, KaK aBTOp, OYEHb
HEOXKHIAHHBIE CHTYAllMH, OTYAsSIHHO CPaXKalOUIHECS C BparaMu M
TEpNslliie B CBOUX OWUTBAX TO MOPAXEHHUSA, TO T'EPOUYECKHE
noOeab! HaJ Yy>XIbIMH YeJIOBEYECTBY 3JILIMH JpaKkoHaMH. U Bcé
3TO HAMMCAHO aBTOPOM 0€3 BCSIKOr0 MOpaiM3aTOpPCTBA, aBTOP
HUYEro He [OHUKTYET YHUTATea, a MpPOCTO YBJIEKATEIBLHO
paccka3biBa€T O MOCTYMKAaX CBOHUX OTBaXXHBIX I'epoeB H 00 HX
HCKPEHHHX 4YYBCTBax. B 4eM-To mnoBecTh MEpPEeKIHKAETCA C
MOBECTBIO «AJIMCA B 3a3€PKaJIbe», HO TOJILKO HAa MEPBLIH B3I



U TOJIBKO MOTOMY, YTO B O0OMX CJlyyasiX MPUKIIIOYEHUS T€POUHHU
CBsi3aHbl C 3epkaioM. [lepuneTun, B KOTOpbIE MOMNAAAET I€BOYKA
JlaHWA37b, HACTOJBKO YJIMBUTEJIbHbIE M HEOXUAAHHBIE, YTO
YUTaTEb C HANPSHKEHHUEM OyJIeT CIEAUTh 3a €€ MOCTYNKAMHU H
NPUKJIIOYEHUSIMHA, NIEPEMELICHUSIMH BO BPEMEHH, BCTPECUYAMHU C
HEOOBbIYHBIMHU CYLIECTBAMH, TMOMAJAHUSIMH B pa3Hble W
YIUBUTEJIbHbIE CUTYalUWH, 32 BO3HHUKIIEH YUCTOM U HEXKHOH
JO0O0BBIO TJIABHBIX TepOeB — AEBOYKHM J[aHHU?b U HOHOLIM 3akKa.
KoTtopbie B KOHLIE MOBECTH BbIHYXIEHbl pPacCTaTbCs O]
JABJICHUEM  OOCTOSAITEJILCTB, HO B TMOCJEOHHX CTPOYKax
COJIEPXKUTCS HAaMEK Ha TO, 4TOo JlaHM3JIb €ue BCTPETUTCS C
3aKoM, CBOEH NEpBOM JIOOOBBIO, TO €CTh, ABTOP JIAET YHUTATEJIIO
HaJIeXKy Ha NPOJOIKEHHUE CIOXKETA.

JlymaeTcsi, MOJIOIOM 4HUTaTesib OyJIET TOJIBKO paJ HOBOM
BCTPEUYE CO CTOJIb OO0AsTE/IbHbIMH TE€pPOSIMH, UYTOOLI ONATH C
HanpsH>KEHUEM CJICAUTD 3a MX 3aXBaThIBalOLIIUMH
NPUKJTIOYECHUSIMH U 32 Pa3BUTHEM UX UCKPEHHHUX YYBCTB.

JTa  yBJE€KaTeJlbHas  MOBECTb  HECOMHEHHas  yjJaua
HayuHawouero astopa Llywanst KOcydoBoi, U xouerca e
MOXKeJIaTh JAJbHEHUIIMX YCIIEXOB HA HEJIETKOM MYTH JIUTEpPATOpA.

Pumma [ neboBa
Ynen Coro3a nucareneu U3paus.



ymana KOcydoBa — My3blkaHT (MO Kjaccy (opTenuaHo u
BOKaja), caMbiii IOHBIH uieH Cor3a nucarenein H3pauns.
Ponunace B TBOpueckoit ceMbe 19 depansa 1992 roga (M3pans,
r. Akko). Ponurenu ®puaa u Azapuit FOcydoBsl U3 npeBHero
pona KaBka3ckux (ropckux) eBpeeB — «xyhypho», B U3pauib
penatpuMpoBaIuCh U3 ropona baky (A3zepOaiimxkan) B 1990 roay.
lUlymaHa yHacienoBaja OT MaMbl CIOCOOHOCTH K MY3BIKE,
PUCOBAHHUIO U JIUTEPATYPE.

IlymaHa — y4yeHuua (3KCEpUMEHTAJIBbHOIO) OJMHHAALATOrO
Kjlacca, pacckasbl M CTUXW nuuet ¢ aercrBa. Kuury «HEPHAS
XEMUY)XHWHA» nauyana nucatb, Korma e ObLto 12 ner,
pOMaHTHYECKass UCTOPUSI HAMUCaHA B kaHpe «daHTe3n». KOHas
miueMsHHuua llywaner [anusnna mnociayxuna ajs  aBTopa
BaXHBIM HMCTOYHHUKOM BJIOXHOBEHHMS, M TaK MOSBHJIACH
(daHTacTHYecKast IOBECTh, B KOTOPOH 3aJI0XKEH rTyOOKHI CMBICI.
Knura HanucaHa Ha HBpUTE W TiepeBe/icHa Ha IBa s3bIKa:
pycckuit v aHrnmiickuid. . KOcydoBa xuBeT B ropoae AKKO H
MULIET NPOAOPKEHHUE MOBECTH.
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JlaHuaJp exana Ha 3aJHEeM CHJeHbe MaluHbl. JIuuo ee
BbIpa)kaJio HENOBOJILCTBO. Ee 3acTaBuiiM moexaTb, U 3TO 3JIHIIO
OoJsibuie Bcero. OHa risHya Ha miaguero Oparuwiky Ponu. Tor
CHIIeJ1 Y MPOTHUBOIMNOJIOXXKHOIO OKHAa B HayIIHHUKaX, MpoBoJAa
TSAHYJIUCh K 3JIEKTPOHHOMW HUrpe, JIEXKABIIEH Y HEro Ha KOJIEHSX,
PoHn HaxuMan mnajnplaMM Ha KIaBUIWIH. YeTbIpeXJIETHIOK
MJIAJILIYI0 CECTPUYKY MOJIIM C UrpyLIEYHBIM MEABEKOHKOM Ha
pyKax yCaJlMJIM B CEpEIUHE.

— He Beputrcsi, 4yTO0O UM yHanochr YroBOpUTb MEHS, — CO
3J10CThIO Oypuasa JlaHuab cede moa Hoc.

— Ha camom pnene Te0ss moakynuiav, — yJjblOHyJics PoHu ¢
XUTPELOH, OH B 3TOT MOMEHT CHsUJI HAyUIIHWKH U YCJIbIIIAN €€.
JlaHu31b BBIMJISIHYJIA B OKHO. POHH mnpaB, TOYHO MNOJIKYIHJIH.
Poaurenu noodewiany, 4To, €CJIM OHA COTJIACUTCS MOEXaTh K Asi/e
["'edpu, TO Ha KaHUKyJax €€ nouuttoT B Jloc-AHmXenec B JETHHUH
jarepb.

Bnepeau Boccenanu poautesu: namna AnpOepT Besl MaUIUHY,
a MaMa OMWIM CMOTpeja B OKHO M BCJIYyX BOCXHIIAJIACh
nen3axeM.

— Hagneroch, Bbl OyaeTe xopolilo ce0si BECTH B FOCTAX Y OOH
['eHpH... — Hayana DMUIIH, HO MOJITH TYT Xe MpepBaia eé peyb.

— IlpaBma, kpacuBo?! — cka3ajna JAeBOYKa M YyKasaja
NaJlIbYHKOM 3a OKHO. JlaHuasbp mocaauna MoJuiM Ha pykd, H Ta
NPHJIOXKHJIA PYYOHKH K CTekay. JlaHM3Jb CHOBa MOCMOTpEsia B
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okHo. llei3ax ouyapoBbiBa. bbu1 4yac 3akara. I[lepen Humu
pPacKHHYJIOCh MOJIE, MECTPSILIEE MHOXECTBOM pPa3HOOOpa3HbIX
SIpKHUX LIBETOB. Bniepeau BUIHEJCS rOpoa.

— Tbl npaBa, Mojnu, OEHCTBUTEIBHO, OYEHb KpPAacHBO, —
NOATBEPANUSIA DMUIIH. B3pocavie 8cecoa 2osopsim OaHanbHocmu,
— noaymana [aHuanb. Beob u mak sAcHo, 4mo 8ud Kpacuswli u
HeoOblyHblll. CycTss 4yac Monu 3acHyna Ha pykax y JlaHuamb,
PoHu npeman, npUCIOHUB rojiIOBY K OKHY, JlaHW371b npoaoJkana
CMOTpeTh B OKHO. E€ uepHbie BOJIOCHI, 3aKpbIBaBLIME LICHO, U
rojayOble rjia3a OJjectenu B Jiyyax 3axonsuero cosiHua. CoJiHue
CKpbLIOCh, ¥ HEOO OCBETHUJIOCH OJIEIHBIM CBETOM JIYHBI.

MalimrHa 0cTaHOBUIACH.

— Ilpuexanu! — kpukHysa AnbOepT.

Jlanuab pa3Oyauna Opata U CECTpy M BbILLJIA W3 MaUIHUHBI.
Ha nycTbIHHOM MecTe, Cpelid JIECOB U MOJIEH, NEepe]] €€ riiazaMu
BBICUJICSL BEJIUKOJIEMIHBIA JIOM, MOXOXXUHA HAa Kpenoctb. MMeHHO
KpenocTbh, KOTOPOH BCerga He yCTaBajlud BOCXULIATHCS POJAUTEIH.
[lTana yacto roBopun getrsaM: — Kak Obu10 Obl XOpOwIO, €C/IU Obl
Bbl BOCIIUTBHIBAJIUCH B JIoMe ['eHpu. Eciin OBl BBl MOIJIM OCTAThCs
TaM HaJO0JIro, Bbl Obl MOHSJIH, KaK 3TO 310POBO.

Toavko amoeo He xeamano, — nymana Janusnb. OHa U 0e3
BOCIMMTAHUS B 3TOM KPEMOCTH YyBCTBOBaJIa c€0s 4y>KOH B LIKOJIE.
Jpyrue y4eHUKH OOBIYHO MOCMEUBAIUCH Hal J[aHH3Jb, NOTOMY
4yTO0 €€ PpOJIMUTESM OYE€Hb YaCTO HaBEIbIBAJUCh B LIKOJY H,
pa3roBapuBasi C JUPEKTOPOM, HE YNMYCKAJIU Cly4ass HallOMHUTb,
4YTO UX CEMbSI U3 AHIJIMMCKUX apUCTOKPATOB.

— Kakoe kpacuBoe Mecto! TOYHO TaKMM OHO 3alIOMHHJIOCH
MHE C FOHOCTH, — BOCXHLAJIACh DMHUJIH.

JlaHusnb XUXUKHyJNa. Tenepb okadxcemcsi, ymo Yy Mambl
Hocmaaveus. A ecaiu HQNOMHUMb €Ul 0 MOM, YMO Y Hee, KaK OHA
Ha OHAX 3as6Uld, HAYANacsL 0enpeccus, OHa mym XHce 3axo4em
noumu K KocMmMemonocy u 6000a8ok coeramv NOOMANCKY. Yo
JqyquLe He 2080PUMb HUYe2o.

— Au-31p! — no3Basia Moy ¥ NpoTsAHYyJa pydyKH. [JaHUZIIb
BbITAIIMJIA €€ U3 MALIMHbI U B35J1a HA PYKH.
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— A nouefiyidi MHE pa3Be He MOJIoXKEH? — cnpocuiia JJaHH b,
Mo 06xBaTuia €€ 1€, U OHU NMOUETOBaIU APYT APYXKKY.

— A MeHs? — peBHUBO NpOTAHYJ PoHH.

— PeBHyewb? — HacMeUUIMBO cnipocuia JlaHW?1b U CrycTUja
MoJuid Ha 3eMJIIO.

— OueHb, — npu3Haics PoHu.

JlaHu3J1b TaCKOBO MOTpPENalia ero 3a BOJIOCHI.

— OctopoxHo! UcnopTuiib MHE NPUYECKY !

— He crpamno. Mou B0JIOCHI pacTpenaiuch ropa3ao 0oJiblle,
— 3acMmesiach JlaHHU3JIb.

AnbOepT BbIHYJI U3 Oara)kHMKa YeMOJaHbl U MOCTAaBUJI UX HA
3eMsIl0. Monad noOexana Brneped M B3oOpajiack  BBEpPX IO
cTyneHbkaMm. TaM oHa OCTaHOBMJIaCh, UTOOBI JOXKAAThCs OpaTa M
cectpy. Pouu u JlaHu3/1b TOXKE MOIHSAIUCH MO JIECTHULE, IETH
NpUOM3KWINCh K OOJIbIIOW MNapagHOM IBepu. Moy ¢
HETEpPNEHUEM XKJaaja BCTpeuyd ¢ asaed I'eHpu. OHa oO4YeHb
ao0uia ciymatbh €ro UCTopud. JlaHuaJib mompaBuiia XKUJIET U
orJisiaesa cBoro 0enyro GpyTOoIKy U YepHble oOJierarolme OproKH
— Bc€ s B nopsake. [lotom npotsHyna pyky k aBepu. Ho nBepb
HEOXXHUJIAHHO pacClaxHyjdacb, M K HHUM HaBCTPEUy BbILIEJ
KpacuBbIH My>x4HHa. Ha nuiie ero cusna ynbiOka.

— JloOpo noxanoBaTh! — Kak Bcerga, paaoCTHO
MONPHUBETCTBOBAJ UX [ €HpH.

— 3apaBcTBYM, Asas [ edpu, — orBeTUI POoHM.

Mo pafgoCTHO MOAMNPBITHYJIA, U A8 NOAXBAaTHJ €€ Ha
PYKH.

— Kak noxwuBaeus, ['eHpu? — ynbibasich, cipocua IMHUIJIH.
['eHpu KuUBHYn B OTBEeT, Kak Obl MOATBEpXkdasi, YTO BCE B
NOpsAKe.

— Haperoch, BaM OyAeT 3aech XOpollo, — o0OpaTHIach IMUITH
K JIETSM W MolLieIoBaa KaX10ro, 3aTtem nomnpouiaiach ¢ ['eHpu u
BEPHYJIACb B MALLIHHY.

— MbI npuenem 3a BaMH poBHO uepe3 Mmecsu. He mewaiite
TOJLKO Asiae ['eHpH, JagHO? — XOJIOJHO CKa3ajl AJbOepT.
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— He Bonnyi#cs. OHM He OyRYT MHE MelIaThb. XOPOLIEro BaM
otnycka! — orBeTuJ ['eHpu.

AnbOepT BEpHyJICS B MallMHY, W OHM yexanu. Poaurenu
pEWIMJIM OTNPaBUTbCA B nyTeuwiecTBue Ha [aBailM, a nereu
OCTAaBUTb y 3TOr0 TAUHCTBEHHOIO IS4 ['€HpH C €ro BEYHBIMHU
pacckazamMM O TMPUBUACHHUAX, MOHCTpPaXx MU JPyrMX CTPaHHbIX
CyLIECTBAX.

— 2T0 OyaeT IJUHHBIH U HYIHBIH Mecsl, — npoOypyana cede
noa Hoc JlaHW3JIb.

Ho Ponu ycabian v corjilaCHO KUBHYJIL.

— JHetu! Kak Bbl BbIpOC/IH! — BOCKIUMKHYJI ['€HpH, CIyCTUB C
pyYK MoJuiu u ornisiabiBasi ee U PoHu.

A oH 60001e-mo npusmublil, He MAKoOU X0JN00HbIU, KAK hana,
— pewnna JlaHu3mb.

— 3apaBcTBYM, aaas ['eHpy, — cka3aja oHa.

— Ju-31b? — uzymMuiics ['eHpu, OCMOTpeN €€ C ToJIOBbI O HOT
M paciuiblics B yiblOke. — Tbl BbIpOCIa M mnpeBpaTUIach B
KpacuBYKO AeBYUIKY. CKOJIbKO BPEMEHHU MPOLLIO C TEX MOp, KAK
Mbl BUJIEJIUCH B NocyieHUN pa3? CKOJIbKO T€OE UCTIOTHUIIOCH?

— UlecTtHaguaTth, — OTBETHJIA OHA M MOKpACHeEA.

— CoBceM Oosibliasi! 9TO TOBOPUT O TOM, UTO MbI, B3pOCJIbIE, C
KaXXZIbIM JTHEM CTapeeM, — CKa3aJl OH U MOJHsAJI YeModaHbl. [leTu
BOLIUIA B JIOM, U POHU 3aKpbli 3a COOOH BXOJHYIO IBEpb. JloM U
BHYTPHU ObLI MOXO0X Ha OTPOMHBIM CKa304YHbIA 3aMOK. POHM C
M3YMJIEHUEM CMOTPEJ N0 CTOPOHAM, PaHbLIE OH HE ObIBAJI 3/1€Ch,
TOJIBKO CJIbILLIAJI MHOXKECTBO paccka3oB 00 3TOM jaome. [[aHu3Jib
OCMaTpHUBAJIaCh C HE MEHBLIUM yAUBJIECHHEM. TOJIbKO MaJIEeHbKas
Monnu Bena ce0s, Kak OOBIYHO, €d HPaBWIMCh TaKHE MECTa,
noToMy 4to JlaHW37b OOBIYHO pacckasbiBajia €l Mepe] CHOM
CKa3KH O 3aMKax, IPUHLIAX U MPUHLECCAX.

— W TbI 0OJIMH XHUBELIb 371€CH? — C TPEBOroM cripocui1 PoHHu.

— K coxaneHnuto, HeT, — UPOHUYHO OTBETUI I eHpH.

— Ouenp cmewHo! — nocabiiasics ronoc. Ha nectHune
NOSIBUJICS FOHOLIA, OH OBICTPbIMHU NPBDKKAMH CIYCTHJICS BHU3 110
CTyINEHbKaM M OKa3aJics psAAoM C JlaHUAIb.
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— HpaiiH! — pamocTHO cka3asna oHa.

Jto ObL1 Jpa¥H, MJIaaIUA U3 NATEPBIX AeTed Asau ['eHpH.
JIaHUJIb 1aBHO BUJENA €r0 B MOCJIEIHHH Pa3, OH 3alIOMHHIICS €U
JIOBOJIbHO MPUBET/IUBBIM.

— Ckouibko BpemeHHu nposietesio! Kak noxxuBaerte? — ynbidasch,
CIIPOCHJI OH.

— Bcé xopoto, a y Te0a kak nena? 3akOHUMIT yxe y4uyeOy B
YHUBEPCHTETE? — NMOUHTEPECOBAIACH [laHUYIb.

JIp3iiH yTBepauTenbHO KHBHYJ. OH Bce BpeMs YyJblOascs.
BuaHo ObL10, KaK OH paj BCTPEUYE CO CBOMMHM Ky3€HaMH. [lp3iH
B3s1J1 YEMOJIaHbl, YTOObI OTHECTH HAaBEPX MO JIECTHULIE U OBICTPO
BepHyJics. JlaHu3nb TOXE pagoBajiach BCTpedye ¢ [pI3WHOM, OH
OblJ1 €IMHCTBEHHBIM M3 €€ ABONOPOIHBIX OpaThEB, KTO MOHHUMA
ee.

— Xopouio, apy3bsa Mou. Ceiyac Bpems y>KHHa, MOHIEMTE B
KYXHIO, — CKa3ajl ['€HpU U OTKpbLI ABEPH B IJIMHHBIA U TEMHBIN
Kopuaop. — BBl MoOXe€Te 3axoAuTh BO BCE KOMHATBI, KpOME
nojBaja — TaM MoK pabouuii kaOuHer. [loroBopwiuce? —
100aBHUJI OH M yKa3ajl Ha ABEpb B KOHLIE KOPUAOPA.

Jletn pagocTHO mouuid 3a HUM. [lepBBIMM B KYXHIO BOULIJIH
Poun u Monnau. Jlanua3ap 1nuia ciegoM H, KakK TOJIBKO OHa
CTyMNuJia B KOPUIOP, BAPYr OTYETJIMBO yCiblllaja Ba yaapa, ed
MOKa3aJIoCh, YTO OHHU 3BYy4YaJld B YHHUCOH yJapaMm ee cepaua. Ymo
amo 3a yoapwl? JlaHW3JIb OCTAaHOBHMJACh B 3aMmeluatenbcTse. [lo
Teny npoodexan 03H00. OHa NpUCTAIbHO BIUISIZIENACh B TEMHOTY.

— Cayuusoch 4TO-HUOYAb, [u-351b?7 — CHPOCHUI HAYUIWH
psaaoM JIp3uH.

— Her... 1 yciblliana 4To-TO... — HEYBEPEHHO OTBETHJIA OHa.
Hp3#H ornsaencs.

— Tebe moka3anoch, — yJAbIOHYJICS OH M BOIIET B KYXHIO. —
[Tpoxoaute, kaxercs, ceroaHs OyaeT MOPOXKEHOE Ha 3aKYCKY.

— IlpaBna?! — BockiukHyaa Janusnae. [lepen TeM, Kkak BOWTH
B KYXHIO, OHa CHOBa OIJISIHYJIaChb Ha TEMHBIA KOPHIOP.

Bce BMecte cenu 3a cTon. 3a yXKHHOM BpEMs IPOJIETEINIO
ObicTpo. [lopa 6BIIO HMATH CHATh. PoHu npenocraBuin
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OTAEJIbLHYK0 KOMHATy, U OH ObLI1 3TOMYy Oe3mepHO paa. Jloma OH
craJjl B OIHOM KOMHaTe ¢ MoJIM, Ta 4aCcTO pa3roBapuBajia BO CHE
M BE4YHO Oyauia ero, 4Yro CTpAllHO JIEMCTBOBAJIO Ha HEPBBI.
JlaHW31b NMOMECTHJIM B OJHOH KOMHATe ¢ MoJuiM. XOTs KOMHaTa
ObL1a 1OBOJILHO MPOCTOPHOM, MOJUIM B MUHYTY YMYJIpPHUJIACh 1O
BCEMY M0Jly pa3OpocaTh CBOM BEUIHM, Ka3aJ0Ch, YTO MOJ BOOOLIE
ucues.

Jlanusip nomorna MoJuld HaJeTh HOYHYKH pyOalliky, U
MaJiblllIKa 3a0paJjiach Mo OAEAIO.

— Monogeu, Moanu! — noxBanuia JaHusib, NOJOTKHYJIA €1
OJIESJ10 Y MOrJjlaiujia CECTPEHKY MO BojlocaM. — JlaBai CriaTh.

— JlagHo! CnokoWHoOW HOYHM, Jlu-351b, — yCTajo mpou3HecHa
Mosu.

— CnokoHHOHM HOYH, NyMncHK! — J[aHU3JIb noLesioBana e€.

— Hu-3np! [Jo 3aBTpa! — npouentasa MoJuid U 3akpsbuia
ria3za. JlaHwanb ynsiOHynachk: — J{o 3aBTpa!l

OHa BCNOMHMJIA, YTO JABEpPb OCTajach OTKPBITOW M BCTaja.
3akpbiBasi ABepb, JlaHUJb BBHIMISIHYJ1IA B TEMHBIH Kopuaop. Tam
ObLJI0 MYCTO U TUXO0. B 3TOT Mo3/1HUI Yac Bce, KpOME HEe, CMaH.
Ona 3anepJia ABEpb Ha KJIKOY, AOCTaJIa MHXKaMy, MOJIOKUIA €€ Ha
CIIMHKY CTyJla M Boulja B BaHHY1. [IpuHAB Ay U npuOpaB Tam,
OHa HaJejla NWxamy — WOpPThl U GyTOOJKY, U TUXO MpOLLJIA MO
KOMHAaTe, cTapasich He pa30oyauts Momu. U Bapyr cHoBa
ycaplliana ABa yaapa. OHM JOHECIUCh M3 HUXKHErO KOpPHIOpa.
JlaHu3J1b BBILLJIA U3 KOMHATHI U TJISHYJ1Aa HA JIECTHULY, BEAYLLYIO
BHU3. YOEOUBLIMCH, YTO HA JIECTHHULIE HUKOrO HET, OHa cTaja
MeIUIEHHO cnyckaTtbed. [locnplliancs TpeTud yaap, U €ule...
«oym!-0ym!». EHi BHOBb MOKa3ajoCh, YTO yJapbl COBMNAAAIOT C
PHTMOM €€ cepiaua. YJaapbl NEPUOIUYECKH MOBTOPSIIUCH, MOKa
OHa 11a N0 JUIMHHOMY KOPUAOPY B CTOPOHY MOJIBaJa.

JlaHu3JIb TSKEJIO Abllajia OT BOJIHEHHUS, OHA YIIPEKHYJIa ceOs,
4YTO CYET HOC HE B CBOE€ JI€JI0, HO BCE XK€ MoJoulja K IBEPH
nojBajia U B3sJach 3a PyyKy. Yaapel cTaqd 0ojiee 4aCTbIMH U
rpoMkuMU. OHM nyranu [JaHuane. Ceiiyac OHU ObUIM MOXOXKH HA
yaapbel cepaua nocyie Opictporo Oera Ha ypoke cnoprta. OHa

14



NMpUIOXKHKIA YXO K JABEPH W 3aTawjia JbIXaHHE, a 3aTeM C
BosriacoM "byab, uto Oyaet!" pacmaxHysa AOBepb. 3a IBEPbLIO
Obula KpoMelwHas TeMmHoTa. JlaHu3ip dHawynajga HOIMOH
JIECTHHUIY, BEAYULYIO BHHM3, €l MOKA3aJ0Ch, YTO CTYNEHbKAM HET
koHa. C HAaCTOPOXEHHOCTbIO OHA BrJAAbIBAIaCh B TEMHOTY,
3aMEeTHJIa KHOMKY BBIKJIIOYATENs BO3JIE IBEPH, Ha)kaja, HO CBET
HE 3a)KErcsl.

— He pabotaet, — pemnsia JlaHu3Jabp U 3aKpblia 1Bepb. He
xeamano euje Haviams co8ams HOC 8 oena 0a0u I eupu.

OHa mnoaHsAJIaCh Ha BTOPOM ITaxX, 4YTOObI BEPHYTHCS B
cnajJbHO. Ho BIpyr B yuiax e€ cHOBa 3a3Bydalild yJapbl, €lle
OoJsiee CUJIbHBIE, YEM paHblie. EM noka3ajoch, UTO KTO-TO TaM,
BHU3Y, BCE BpEMS 30BET €€.

— Xopoto! A ceityac, — npouienransa OHa Ha 30B U yJUBHUJIACh
CBOMM CJIOBaM, a 3aTeM Ao0aBuia rpoMue: — TOJIBKO BO3bMY
¢doHaps!

JlaHu>1p  BCrioMHWia, 4rto JIp3WH mnoKasbiBaJl €M, TIIe
HaXOJUTCS KJIAAOBasi KOMHATa, OHa OBICTpO mpouuia Tyada, TaM
Obl1M pa3OpocaHbl pa3Hbie Bewd. [lopbiBuIMCh B wmKadax, oHa
Hauula Ha OJHOM M3 MOJIOK (oHaphb, B3sJla €ro U BEPHYJIACh K
IBEpH, Beayued B noasai. OHa pewmnna, 4Yto aaas ['eHpu cnuT.
MHorue y4deHble pabOTalOT Mo HouaM, HO aaas ['eHpu Bbirsiaen
ycTaBlIUM ceroaHs. [lostomy, Bpsa JiM KTO-HUOYyOb €CTh B
noasane. Isans ['eHpu Ob1 npodeccopoM, U3BECTHBIM HE TOJIBKO
B AHIJIMM, HO U BO Bced BennkoOputaHuu. [JaHusip cepauiace
Ha ce0s 3a TO, UTO CYET HOC HE B CBOU jeisa. "J[roOonbITCTBO
nobexaaer Bcé€", — ckasajia OoHa ceOe U OTBOPHIIA JIBEPb.

JaHusnp Bitounsia ¢doHapb M Havajla MEJIEHHO CITYCKaThCs
no jectHuue. Bokpyr Obuia nonHas tauuiuHa. Ilo teny JlaHW3b
npobexana apoxb. OHa 3HajNa, 4YTO COBEpLUAET HEKPACHBBIIi
MOCTYNOK, U MOTOMY YyBCTBOBaJIa CE€0s NMPECTYMHULIEH.

CTyneHbkH 3aKOHYMIIMCH, U JlaHW?/1b OYYTHJIACh B OOJIBILOJN
KOMHaTe. OHa OCMOTpeach, 3aMETHJIa Ha CTEHE BBIKJIOYATEJIb,
nojourna ¥ Haxajna Ha kHomnky. KoMHaTta o3apuiach sipkum
CBETOM XPYCTaJIbHOH JIKOCTPHI.

15



10 ObLIa OrpoMHasi OMOJIMOTEKA C MHOXXECTBOM CTEJIAXEH.
JlaHu31b npouuia BAOJb KHHXXHBIX MOJIOK M HAaTKHYJAch Ha
ctoi0. Ha Hem Obuio HanucaHo "Hcrtopusa". Ilosku necrtpesnu
BCEBO3MOXXHbIMHU KHUIAaMH, HAUMHasA OT UCTOPUM JPEBHErO0 MHUpa
U 10 21 Beka, JlaHuaib ¢ JI000NBITCTBOM OCMATPUBAJIA O0JI0KKH
KHMUT. Cnenytowas TabJn4Ka rjlacuia: "Uctopus
NOTYCTOpOHHEro Mupa'". I'ma3za [laHUAb CKOJIB3HYJIM MO 3TOMY
pa3aelly M HaTKHYJIMCh Ha KHUTY "Houu B AnbkeHae ".

CTtpaHHOe Ha3BaHMe, — noayMmMana JlaHwdanb, U TYT €€
BHMMaHHUE NMpUBJIEKJIA aApyras kHura. "HMcropus apakoHoB", —
npoyuTaja oOHa BcayXx. BHoOBb pasmanuce yaapel. OHHU
JOHOCHJIUCh CO CTOPOHBI KHHXHOTO 1IKada, CTOSBLIEro y caMoi
CTE€Hbl 3a CTEJUIaXKaMH, MO3TOMY €ro He cpa3dy MOXHO ObLIO
yBUAETh. [laHW3np mnojgouia noOJiMKEe U MPUIOXKHIA  YXO K
CTE€HE, M30 BCEX CHJI MBITAsICh YCJbILIATh, YTO MPOUCXOIUT 3a
HEl. Y napsl pa3iajiuch BHOBb.

He noiiny, kmo 306em mens? Ymo npoucxooum 3a  3moi
cmenoil? JlaHM31b HE MOrJia NMOHATh, MOYEMY CPEIM HOYHM OHA
3]1€Ch, OJIHA, U NTIOYEMY TOJILKO €H CJIbILIHBI 3TH CTPAHHbIC 3BYKH.
A caviuy cmpannbie 36yKu, 3mo Hexopowto. A cowna ¢ yma? —
COJPOTHYBILHKCH, ClipaliuBajia oHa cebs. Tyr JJaHu>sp 3aMeTHia
B WIKady TOJICTEHHYI KHUTY, C HaJIMKChIO Ha 00J10XkKe: "Biacthb
Anpmxenabl". OHa MpOTSHYJA PYKy U JOCTaja KHUTY C MOJIKH.
Bapyr pasznancs myM, ¥ KHUXHBIA LIKag) caM CIBHUHYJICA CO
CBOEro MecTa. 3a HUM ObUla BOBCE HE CTEHAa, a MaJiCHbKas
NoJyTeMHasi MoTtailHasg KOMHAaTa. [[aHW3Jib MOHsJA, YTO YyJaphl
JIOHOCSITCSI UMEHHO U3 3TOH KOMHATHI.

— 31ech ecTb KTO-HUOYAb? — KpUKHYJA JJaHU3JIb, OCTOPOXXHO
BXO/s B KOMHATy, B HaAE€XIE€ yCbllaTh OTBET. YTO, €C/iM OHa M
BIIpaBay couwuia ¢ yma?

B komHaTe cTOsJ eue OAUH HEOONbLIOH KHHXKHBIM LIKad,
CTOJl W HanpoTUB HEro cryj. Ha crteHe Buceno 3epkalno,
HaKpbITOE KYCKOM MaTe€puM. [laHU3JIb CKHHYJA NOKPHIBAJIO H
yBHJ€J1a HAANUCh Ha paMe:
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""Kozoa 3auoem coanye, u moma 6yoem npagums aynou,
mozoa nacmynum OeHb, U dHcemuyz cmanem yepHvim''

JlaHu»np nopasuiace npouyutaHHoMy. OHa yBHIENa CBOE
OTpak€HUE B 3epKaie: OJieIHOe JIMLO, IJIMHHBIE, OnecTsuue
yepHble BOJIOCHI, CIIyCKaBLIMECS Ha IUIEYH, 4YeEJIKa, I0YTH
npukpbiBaBlwas  OpoBH. M3-mox  4YenkH, Kak  rosyoObie
OpHJUTHAHTBI, CBEPKAJIM IU1a3a. B 3epkaiie oTpasuince €€ O0cChIe
HOTH M CTpOiHOE TeJyo. B3rnsa Obul Cepbe3HBIM U 3alyMUYHUBBIM,
JlaHWAJIb HalllJla, YTO OHA OYE€Hb KPAacHUBa U JaXe IMpeJIECTHA.
CTpaHHbIE 3ByKH BHOBb BO3BPAaTHUJIUCh. Tenepb OHH IOHOCHIIUCH
M3-3a CTEHbl, Ha KOTOpOH BHUCENO 3epKajlo. Bapyr uro-to
CBEPKHYJIO B IPOMEXYTKE MEXAY KUpPNUYaMHU B CTEHE, JlaHMb
KOCHYJIaChb PYKOH U MOHsJIA, YTO OAUH KHUPIHUY JAEPXKHUTCA clado,
OHa 0e3 ycuiHsl BbIHYJIa €r0 U3 CTEHbl W YBHJEJA MAJICHbKYIO
My3bIKaJIbHYIO LIKATYJIKy. OHa qocTajia WKaTyJKy, IOCTaBUIa Ha
CTOJI U 3a1000BaJIaCh CTPAHHBIM Y30pPOM, BBITPABUPOBAHHBIM Ha
KPBILLIKE. 3aTEM OCTOPOXKHO OTKpbLia mKaTyJky. [locnbiianacek
MY3bIKa, [10X0Kasi Ha KOJIbIOEJIbHYIO NECEHKY. BHYTpH LIKATYJIKH
nexana Oosbwiasgs Onectawas OycuHa. M3ymneHHas [laHu3nb
BbIHyJIa €€, 3TO Oblla YepHas >KeMuy>KUHAa, HaHU3aHHasg Ha
ILIEJIKOBYIO HUTb.
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XKewvuve yepHoco yeema, Kaxk yOuBumeavbHo... JlaHUAIIb,
yJbIOHYJIaCh U HaZAesa Ha ce0s1 HUTh € )KeMuyXMHOW. OHa CHOBa
MOCMOTpeEJ1a Ha ce0s B 3epKajio U OJOOPUTENbHO KMBHYJIA CBOEMY
oTpaxkeHuro. XKeMuyxuHa €l oOuyeHb MNoHpaBuiIocb. W Bapyr
CHOBa pa3fajuch JBa CHJbHbIX Yyaapa. Ha »3tor pa3 ei
noka3ajiocb, 4YTO yaapel ObuIM coBceM Onu3ko. OHa
NOYyBCTBOBajla CHJIbHYIO 00Jib, OyATO OBl KTO-TO CTydasl €M
NpssMO B CEpALE, MbITASACh BBITALIMThL €ro Hapyxy. JlaHunib
CHOBa YyBMJEJIa CBOE OTpaxeHue B 3epkaie. bonp npouwa, a
KE€MYYy>KHHA 3aCBETHJACh SPKUM CBETOM. JlaHMA/Ib 3axoTesa
CHATb HUTKY, HO 3aMOK TaK 3alIEJIKHYJICA, YTO HUKAKas CUJia He
cMorJia Obl €ro OTKPbITh.

Ot ctpaxa /JlaHM/1b 3aXKMypHJa rJjiaza, €l XOTeJIoChb, YTOObI
BCE 3TO npekpaTtuyioch. Koraa oHa CHOBa OTKpbLJia UX, YBUESA B
riyouHe 3epkana toHomy. OH Jepal B pyKe M€Y, a €ro
3€JIEHbIC TJla3a Tropesid OTBarou. JlaHwdJjib MNpUOJIU3UIACE K
3epKajly, 4ToObl Jiyuule pasrmsaers ero. OHa yBuaesa, 4TO
IOHOIIA Cpa)Ka€TCsl C KaKUM-TO YYJOBHLIEM C OrPOMHBIMH
KOrTsiMU. E#l cHadasia nokasanoch, YTO C JUHO3aBPOM, HO TYT XKeE

OHAa TMOHsJIA, YTO J3TO YYJOBHUIIE — HEYTO, HUKOrJAa He
CYLLIECTBOBABLIEE B pPEajJbHOM MXKU3HU — OrPOMHBIN KpacCHBIH
I PaKOH.

Umo ece 3mo 3Hauum? — nopasuiachk JJaHu3Jb, KaKk BAPYT Jy4
CBETA, HANPABJICHHBbIA HAa HEE W3 3€pKalia, CUJIbHO MOTAHYJ €€ K
cebe, U 3epkajio Bcocasio €€ BHYTpb. B ymiax 3a3BeHEsNo 3X0,
OHa YyCJIblllIaza CBOE UMS:

— JlaHu37b!
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["'ony6sie rna3a JlaHu31b OTKPBUIMCH, OYATO OHA MpoOyaUiIach
oro cHa. IlouyBcTBOBana, 4TO CUAUT Ha YEM-TO MSITKOM, H
noaymajia, 4YTO BEpHyJacb B CBOK KOMHAry. J[aHUAJb
NoCMOTpeJia Mo CTOpoHaM. Bokpyr pociu aepeBbsi, OHa CUJeEJa
Ha 3€JICHOM TpaBe, COJIHEYHbIA CBET OCJIENUII €€, U OHa pelIna,
YTO CIIMT, U BCE 3TO €l CHHUTCH.

— Mosuu! — no3Bana JlaHuais U no6aBuna: — Ilopa BctaBaTh.

E¥i HUKTO He OTBEeTWJI. BBIJIO THXO, TOJIBKO C BETBEH JIEPEBHEB
JOHOCHJIOCh MIEHUE NTHL.

Janusab ctano He no cebe. OHa cCHOBa mo3Baja: — Moiuiu!
Tol cnpimnub?

1 onsAte TMIIMHA U WeOeTaHUE NTHU. JaHUAJb 3aXMYPUHIICH
M CHOBAa OTKpbLIA IJ1a3a, C UCMYTOM OIJISJIENIaCh MO CTOPOHAM.
JT0 BoBce He aAoM nasanu ['enpu. Han ee ronoBoi Obl1 HE
NOTOJIOK, a ICHOE rojiy0oe He0O, Ha HEM SIPKO CBETHJIO COJIHLIE.

— Monnu?.. — npouientajsa oHa. becnokoWcTBO Bce OoJiblIe
oxBaTbiBajio €€. [0e s? (OnHa BcTana Ha OOCble HOTU U BHOBbBb
nocmorpesna no cropoHaM. Hudero noxoskero Ha qom I'enpu. Ha
rjla3a HaBEepHYJUCHh cie3bl, JlaHu3Jbp BCS JpoXajga OT uchyra.
3HauuT, BCE, YTO MPOMU3OILIO HOYBLIO, He OblIO0 cHOM. Teneps oHa
HU Kaluli B 3TOM HE€ COMHEBAJIACh: CBEPKAIOULIEE 3€pKaJIO, U 3Ta
CTpaHHasl >XKEMUYYy>XUHA, HAUTKA KOTOpPOM U ceHlvac CKumaljia ee
lIet0 — OHa mormnajna BHYTpb 3epkajia! O3Ha4yaeT Jid 3TO, YTO OHA M
CeHyac BHYTPH Hero B JAoMe ['€HpH, WM BCE K€ 3TO COH, M OHa
HHKAK HE MOXET MPOCHYThCA?
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— ID'me 57 — HM kuBa, HU MepTBa, OECINIOMOLIHO NPOKpHYasa
Hanu3nb. OHa nmbITanCh JIAAOHBIO BBITUPATh CJi€3bl, HO OHU BCE
TEKJU H TEKJH Mo wekaM. OHa He MOorJjia MOHSATh, I'’IE HAXOIUTCH.
YBbl, 3TO OblI BOBCE HE AOM ['€HpH, a CTpPaHHOE€ U COBCEM
HE3HAKOMOE€ MECTO.

— S npymatro, 4to y T€Os1 ObLI TSXKENBbIA JIEHb, — YCJbILIAJA
OHa YXEHCKHMH rosioc no3zaau ceds. M 3ToT ke ronoc 3a00TIUBO
cnpocuii: — Tol B nopsake?

HaHusane noBepHynacb. Ilepen Hed crosiia KpacuBas
CTpoMHas >XeHuMHa. OHAa NPUBETJIUBO YJibiOAlachb, U B TO XKe
BpeMs B €€ B3ryisgae Oblia TpeBora. Y Hee ObLIM rojyOble riasa,
OUY€Hb JIJIMHHBIE CBETJIbIE BOJIOCHI U JJIMHHBIE 3a0CTPEHHBIE YLIH.
JKeHuuHa Obl1a BBICOKOIO pOCTa.

JlaHu3Jb ¢ HU3YMJIEHMEM YCTAaBHJIACb Ha HE3HAKOMKY, €€
O0COOEHHO MOpPa3UJIM CTPAHHBIE YIIH.

JKeHlMHa CMYLLIEHHO ONYCTHJIa IJ1a3a.

— Tsl 4TO, BHEpBblE BUAMLIb 3b(da? — CIPOCHIA OHA C
HEKOTOPBIM pa3gpaKCHHEM.

— Dnbda? — npowenTtana JlaHU3Jb.

XeHuuHa ycMmexHynachb. JlaHW37b HE MOrJjia MOHSATh, Kak
Tako€ BO3MOXHO. Benp 31bdbl OBIBAalOT TOJNBKO B CKa3Kax,
KOTOpPbIE OOBIYHO PACCKa3bIBAKOT ACTAM IEPE CHOM.

— T';me 1 Hax0XyCh? — LIENOTOM CIPOCHJIA OHA.

— Pa3Be Tbl He 3Haewb? B AnbmxkeHae, — HacMEUUIMBO
OTBETHJIA XKEHIIHUHA.

Ilepen rinazamu JJaHu3i1b POMENBKHYJIH MOJIKH C KHUTaMH U3
oubnuoreku aaau I'enpu. W oHa moHssia, 4TO BCE MPOUCXOIUT
HasiBy, HO B KaKOM-TO JAPYrOM MHpE€, O HEM U pacCKa3blBaJiH,
HABEPHO, KHUT'HU B TOJICTBIX MEPENJICTaX.

— AnbKeHaal.. — KaK X0, MOBTOpPUJIA OHA. 3aTEM CIpOCHJIA:

— AnbJKeHAa, 3To 4To? MecTto Ha kapte? Ecau na, To rae?

JKeHuiuHa rpoMKo paccMmesiacb M MocMOTpeJia Ha JlaHWab,
KaKk OyITO OXHJasi, YTO M Ta 3akaTuTcsa cmexoM. Ho, risHyB B
CEpbE3HbIE U UCMYTaHHBIE 71a3a JlaHUJIb, CIpOCHJIa:

— A TbI He cMe€bcs!?
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Heyxcenu 5 gviensxncy mak, 6yOomo mMHe cMeutHo, — ToJlymalia
J1aHUDJIb.

— AJbIKEHIa — 3TO KOPOJIEBCTBO, B KOTOPOM Thl cCe€HYac
HaXOAUUIbLCS.

— Iloutn uto "amxeHna" — pacnopsimok AHA. — JaHulib
paccmesiach.

— Yro 3mech cMewiHoro? Ha gpeBHEM sA3bIKE ITO O3HA4aeT
"CtpaHa boroB", He mnoHuMaw, 4TOo TEOs TaK paccMeELIUIo?
Otkyna Te1? S BUXKY, Tbl HE3ACLIHSA, — C TPEBOINOH B rojoce
CKa3aJia >K€HUIHUHa.

— AHraus. 3eMHo# wap. Ecim 310 Tebe 0 4eM-TO rOBOPHT, —
oTBeTHJIa JlaHHAJIb.

— 3eM... wap? 3eM-HOH? — XEHUIMHA CTaJla C YAUBJICHHUEM H
TpeBOro pasmisabiBath JlaHud3ib. — Y TeOsS MOryt ObITh
OosibliMe HenpusATHOCTU! EciM y3HaKT, 4TO ThI Monaja B 3TOT
MHp, T€Osl CXBATAT, KaK 3BepsA. OHu HE OCTAHOBSATCS JI0 T€X MOP,
MOKa HE YHUUYTOXKAT BCEX CMEPTHBIX.

JlaHu371b B yKace mnocmoTtpena Ha He€. U, crtapasice nobopoTh
CTpax, CIIpOCHJa:

— KT0 3T0, OHH?

— Bracte. — OTBeTHNA XeHIIMHA. JJaHW3/1b BAPYT BCIOMHUJIA,
YTO Meped TEM, KaK OTKPbITb MOTalHYK IBEPb, OHA YyBUJEJA
KHUTY, Ha 00J10kKe ObLJI0 HanmMcaHo "Bnacte AJibJKEHIbI".

— Tbl MOXelb paccka3zatb MHE 00 3TOM BiacTu? 31ech NMpaBsAT
moau? Takue, kak 1?7 — cnpocuiia JlaHUJb.

— He coBceM. OHM OTIIMYAKOTCS OT T€OS OYEHb CHIIBHO. JTO
B€JIbMbI, BOMHBI, KOJAYHbl. OHH 00J1afaloT BOJILLIEOHOW CHIIOH,
KOTOpasi HE CYLLIECTBYET B TBOEM MHUPE, KAK MHE U3BECTHO.

— A otkyna tebe 310 u3BecTHO? OTKyaa Thl 3HAa€lUlb O MOEM
MUpe? — MoUHTEpecoBanach JJaHHAIb.

— Koe-uto 3Harw. I[lpumepHO naATh €T Ha3zad 37eCh OblI
CMEpPTHBIH U3 TBoero Mupa. OH paccka3piBal HaM O HEM.
Kaxercs, ero 3sanu Kpucrodep.

— Kpucrodep? — nepecnpocuna JaHu31s.

JKeHunMHa yTBEpIUTEIBHO KHBHYIIA.
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— Ilpodeccop Kpucrodep?

— Jla! Tsl ¢ HUM 3HakomMma?

— DTO APYr MOETo JA4H.

— IlpekpacHo! — »XeHuMHa 00JIer4eHHO B3OXHYya. — Eciu
Thl C HUM 3HAKOMa, BO3MOXXHO, HaKa3aHHE, KOTOpOe TeOs KIET,
He OyZeT CJIMIIKOM CTpOruM. — OHa yJIbIOHY1acCh.

— IlpaBna?

— Ilpodeccop Kpucrodep oueHr nomor Ham. S yBepeHa, 4To
OH! IOMHSIT 00 3TOM M OTBETAT JOOPOM Ha 100poO.

JlaHu31p novyyBCcTBOBasa o0JieryeHue, Oy ITO KaMeHb ynai C €e
cepaua. Ilo kpaitHei Mepe, He yObIOT.

— UM Bce xe, Kak Tbl Crofa nonana? — Cpocusa XKEeHUIMHa.

— Yepes 3epkaio. U ¢ noMouibto 3Toro xemuyra, — JlaHuanb
MokKa3ajia Ha YEpHYIO )KEMUYY>KHHY Ha Llee€.

— Yrto? Yep ...? UepHblii xkemuyr?! — 3aMKasicb OT BOJIHEHHUS,
BOCKJIMKHYJIa )KEHIIIMHA.

— Yto cayyunsiocs? — BHOBb UCNyrajnach JlaHU3JIb.

BHe3anHo uiebeTaHue NTULl MPEKPaTHIOCh, M BOLAPUIIACH
noJiHasi THLIMHA.

— IloyeMy TBI He OTBeyaeuib? — C TPEBOrOM CHPOCHIIA
JlaHHUAJIb.

Ha nuue »eHIUHbI OnsaTh 3acusia yJibloka. M nTuusl cHOBa
Becesio 3auieOeranu. JKeHuMHa 3aroBopuiia C MNpHUAbIXaHUEM H
MOYTECHUEM:

— JKutend M NpaBUTENM HALErO KOPOJIEBCTBA OyayT He
TOJILKO pajbl, OHU OyAyT cYacTIUBbI BUAETb TeOs. Thl 3HaeELIb,
4TO y T€Os Ha 1iee, 1eBOYKa?

— Her. Tsl uMeewib B BUy 3TY HUTKY C )KeMUY>XHHOW? UTtO B
HEH Te€OsI TaK BOCXUTHUIIO?

— OueHp npocto. — OHa npuOnu3uigace K JlaHud3np. -
OO6samatenp 4YEpHOM KEMYY>KHUHBI TMPUHECET HaMm Mnobeay B
OopbO€ C BparoM W OCBOOOJIUT pa3pyLIEHHbIH MHUpP OT BOWHBI,
JneBoYKa. Thl npuiia croja He NMpoCcTo TakK. Tbl €AUHCTBEHHAS,
KTO MOXET OCTAaHOBUTb BOHHY OpaTbeB, KOTOpas IJIMTCS
NATHAAUATh JiIeT. Thl — XpaHUTENb )KEMUYYTa, Thl — CIACHUTENb. —
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Top>KECTBEHHO 3asiBHJIa OHA.

JlaHM3Nb pacKpblia poT OT yauBieHHs. OHa OblUIa B LIOKE.
Mano moeo, ymo s okazanace 8 nomauHou komHame 0s0u I enpu,
1 NONANA 8 3MOM HENOHAMHBIU MUD, 5, OKA3ZLIBAEMCS, CUUMAIICh
cnacumenem 3mozo mupa?! Kakue ewe nHenpusmnocmu covm
meHs? Bom k uemy npueooum uznuwrnee n11060onvimcemeo!

— Kcratu, kak 1e0s 30By1? MeHa — Kpucrtamia, — ckasana
’)KEHLLIHHA, HE 00paTUB BHUMAaHUs Ha yXKac B rnasax J[aHusJib.

— Ja... Janusnbs. Mens 30ByT J{anuanb. Paga no3HakoOMUTBCS
¢ To00o#, KpucTanna, — OHa NpoTsHYyJia pyKY >KEHIIHUHE.

— S Toxe, — orBeTHIa KpHucTanna U BeXJIMBO NpeaIOkKHNA, —
npoitneM B KoponeBckuii 3amox.

— C yZ10BOJILCTBUEM, TOJIBKO 30BH MEHS, moxanyicra, [Ju-31b,

— MNONPOCHUJIa OHA, BCTPEBOXXEHHAS MPOUCXOIALIHUM.

XeHwnHa wjaa BAOAB MOJA B CTOPOHY Jeca. JlaHW3Jb
MEIUIEHHO CJie/loBajia 3a HE. TpeBoXkHbIE MBICIIH HE BBIXOIWJIH
M3 TOJIOBbI, OHA JyMajla O >XEMYYre U O TOM, YTO CKa3zaja eH
Kpuctanna. Kakuat obpazom st dondxcha cnacmu s3mom mup?

OHM 3alM B Jiec, BBHIMJIAAEBIUMH Kak OOJIBLIOH TI'yCTOM
naOMpUHT. Kpyrom ObLIM 3apociii M BBICOKHE PaCKHIUCTBIE
nepeBbsi. JKentble, KpacHble M 3€JIEHble JIMCThS C LIOPOXOM
OCBIMAJIMCh C JEPEBBEB U IMOKPBIBAIM 3EMJIIO, 3TO YJIHUBHJIO
JlaHuanb, MoTOMy 4YTO CTOsja CHJbHAs »kapa, Kakas ObIBaeT
TOJILKO JIETOM, U 10 OCEHH OBbLJIO JaJIEKO.

Janusnp mna 3a Kpuctamioi U ¢ HHTEPECOM OCMaTpHBaiach
BOKpyr. Ee BHUMaHHe MPHUBJIEKIO BBICOKOE AepeBO U JlaHHAIb
OCTaHOBHJIACh BO3Jie Hero. Kpucranmna yuua ganeko Bnepea, HO
OrjIsiHyach W, YBHAEB, 4TO JlaHW3JIb CTOMT BO3JIE JepeBa,
ObICTpHIMH LIaraMM HamnpaBMiach K Hei. JlaHMPnb He Moria
OTOpBaTh rija3 oT JAepeBa. OHa 4YyBCTBOBajia, 4YTO YTO-TO
3aCTaBHIIO €€ OCTAHOBUTHLCS BO3JIE HETO.

— Ha 4uro T cMOTpHIIBL? — BApYr ycisiiana J{aHHdJb. JTO
OB rOJIOC FOHOLLIX.

Hanusneb ornsaenack no cropoHaM. Hukoro He 6b110.

— JlepeBbs pa3roBapHBaloT? — C HEJOYMEHHEM CIIPOCHIIA OHA.
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Kpucrinna paccmessacb. OHa 3aMeTHIIa, YTO €€ CMEX CMYTHII
JlaHHAJIb M OTPULATENILHO MOKayalia roJIOBOM.

— JlepeBbsi HE pa3roBapuBaroT, — oTBeTHIa Kpucramia.

— A KTO e Torja roBopuJj CO MHOH?

— 51, — OTBETHJI HEOXKHUAAHHO BO3HHUKILIHHM IOHOIIA C 3€JIEHbIMH
rj1a3aMH.

— Bawe BpicouectBo! - cMyTHiiace KpucTasia u CKIOHUIIACh B
J10JITOM pEBEPAHCE.

Bawie Bovicouecmeo? Toxwce mue npuny! Jlanmdns ¢
M000MBITCTBOM paccMaTpuBajia oHouly. CTaTHbIA, JOBOJIBHO
BbICOKOTO  pOCTa, 30JIOTUCTbIC pacTpernaHHbie  BOJIOCHI,
cnajawumue Ha miedyd. Ha HeM Obuia cierka MOHOLIEHHas
oJex/Ja, C IUle4a CBHMCAl IUJIAlll C BBIAECIKOHN, U300pakaBlleH
pa3HOOOpa3Hble JPEBHUE CHUMBOJIbI. TpHUKO 3amnpaBlieHO B
BbICOKHE, C YEPHBIMHU y30paMu, canoru. OJIHy pyKy OH Jiep>kaJj B
KapMaHe, JApyroi onupaincsi Ha wMed. IOHowa BeIrasaen
yCTaBUIUM U YTOMJIEHHBIM >Xapou. JlaHu3Jjb noiMana Ha ceOe
B3IJISIJ €r0 IN1YOOKHUX U CEPBE3HBIX IJ1a3.

— Kt0 310, KpHc? — cnipocusn oH ¥ BCTaBUJI M€Y B HOXHBI.

— CmeptHas, Bawe BoicouecTtBo, — oTBeTHs1a KpHrcTamia.

— CMmepTHasA? — Ha ero JiMle NOSBUJIACh HEBECEas YCMELIKA. —
Yrto cMepTHas nenaet 34ech?

— Ilonana crona no omnoOke, — pe3ko orBeTwina JaHusie. U, He
CKpbIBasi pa3apa)xeHusi, 1o0aBuaa: — A 4YTO TeOs TaK YAMBJISIET?
A Tbl 4TO, HE cMepTHbIN? M nmoyemy Tbl roBopuiib 000 MHE B
TpeTbeM Jule? Y MeHs eCTb UMs. [JaHu3Jb.

— KT0-TO no3Bonui Tede roBopuTh? — 000pBaJI €€ KOHOLLIA.

Ton ObL1 caepkaHHbBIM U HaIAMEHHBIM. Ka3zanocek, eMy BooOLIE
He 3HAKOMbl 4YejoBeueckue 4yBcTBa. Ho riaza nputaruBaiu
JlaHH?J1b, U € MOYEMY-TO 3aX0TEJIOCh €Er0 OCKOPOUTB.

— 1 cama ce6Ge Mo3BOJIMJIAa, — BBI3BIBAIOLIE OTBETHJIA OHA.

— Tc-c! — Kpuctiuia yKOPU3HEHHO IUIsiHyjJa Ha JlaHuaJb,
XeJjiasi OCTAHOBHUTH €€.

— XoTd, nyCTh F'OBOPHT, €CJIH €l Tak XoueTcs. Bce paBHO OHA
YMpET, — CYPOBO NPOU3HEC FOHOLLA.
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Hactynuna tumMHa. YyBCTBOBAJIOCH TOJIBKO JTYHOBEHHE
nerkoro Berepka. Kpucrtaia ¢ MCnyrom riisiHyjla Ha FOHOLIY,
OHa HE 3Hajla, KaK BO3pa3uTh OyayuieMy kopoJito. Ho Bce xe
HaOpaJiach My>eCTBa U CKa3aJa:

— Jlymar, Henw3ds €€ youmarb, Jlopa 3ak. — Kpuctinna
rjasiHyja €My B rja3a. — Pa3ese Bel He BUAMTE, YTO Y Hee Ha ee?

3ak, KOTOpbIH €llle CEKYyHly Ha3aJ Ja)x€ HE CMOTpEJT B CTOPOHY
JlaHH3JIb, HEOXXUJIAHHO TMEPEKJIIOUYUSI Ha Hee cBoM B3risaa. OH
ObLJT MIOPaXX€H, KOrAa 3aMETHJI )KEMUY>KHUHY.

— YepHbiit xemuyr?!

3aK TNpPHHSAJICS BHUMATEIbHO U3yyaTh Hanusne. OH
OLICHMBAIOLLIE OCMOTPEJI €€ C rOJIOBBI 10 MAT, 00paTHJ BHUMaHHUE
Ha 00CbI€ HOTH, UCLIapallaHHbI€ BO BpeMs X0ab0bl ¢ Kpuctannou,
CTpOliHYI0 (HUrypKy, rojyoOble Ijla3Za WU  YEpHBbIE BOJIOCHI,
CTPaHHYIO IS HETO onexay. «Kpacusas», — noayMain OH.

— IloyeMy Tbl Ha MEHS TaK CMOTPHUIIIL? — CMYTHJIAaCh JIaHUAJIb.

— Pa3Be oOnagartesnb 4YEpHOro »emyyra He JOJKEH ObIThb
MOXHJIBIM 4esioBeKOoM? — oOpatuicsa 3ak k Kpucrtauie, He cBOas
NpHU 3TOM rJi1a3 ¢ JlaHU3JIb.

Kpucranna noxana mnedyamu. [Io €€ BCTpEBOXXEHHOMY JIMLLY
MO>HO OBLJIO MOHATh, YTO 3TO €4 HEU3BECTHO.

3auem on pazensovieaem meus? llbITAWBBIA B3rasa  3aka
cmywan J[lanuesns. [Ilepecmans, noxcanyiicma, — MBICIEHHO
MOMNPOCHJIa OHa.

— HIHTEepecHO, — MeIJIEHHO NMpou3Hec 3aK.

— Yrto wuHTEpecHO? — ¢ JOOOMNBITCTBOM TNEPECNpPOCHa
HaHusnb. OT ero MNpUCTaJbHOrO B3IJISJa OHAa HCIBIThIBAJIA
HEJIOBKOCTh U 00sJ1ach MOJHATH Ijia3a.

3aKk noHs1, yto cMyTHJ JlaHu3nb. OH NpUONMM3UICA K HEl U
3arJIsHyJI €i B ria3a. JlaHuasb clierka nokpacHesna.

— MoxeT ObITh, XBaTUT MEHS pa3siabiBaTh? — CKa3ajia OHa.

— Her, He xBaTuT, — OTBETHIT 3aK.

Ero otBeT nopasun [laHu3.b.

— Hy, noxanyiicra, — nonpocuna oHa.

— JlagHo! — cka3an 3ak. — [loiiaem B 3aMoOK.
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OH OoTBepHYJICS U MOoLIEN Tak ObICTPO Briepea, Oyaro JlaHHAJIb
H BOBCE TaM He ObLIO, Beiied 3a HUM nocnewnna Kpucrtinna.
JlaHuae nuenace no3aad. EW BOpyr crano oOMAHO, MOKA3alocCh,
4YTO OHHU COBCeM 3a0bUIM O Hel. bocble Horu Bce OoJiblue
NMOKPbIBAJIUCh CCaJIMHAMHU U LlapaniMHaMH. [JaHU3J1b HACTYMMIIA HA
4YTO-TO OCTPOE M MOYYBCTBOBAaJa Pe3KYH0 0OJIb B CTYyIIHE.

— AM! — BCKpUKHYJIa OHa U CeJjia Ha 3eMJIIO.

Horu Oosieni Tak CWIBHO, YTO UATH Jajbllie HE ObUIO CHJL.
JlaHu371b  [IgHyJla HAa CBOM  OKPOBABJICHHBIE HOTH, H
paccTpoUJIach A0 CJIe3.

— Yro ¢ ToOOIH!? — KpucTinna ormisiHyJlacb Ha KpPHK H
noadexasna K HeM.

3aK TOX€ BEPHYJICS M, XOTSA OH LUEJ, HE Clela, MO IJa3am
ObJIO BHUAHO, YTO M OH 3a0E€CHIOKOMJICS HE MEHbIIE, YeM

Kpucrtanna.
— Mou Horu Bce B KpoBHM, — oTBeTHJa JlaHu3ne Kpucraie,
3aTEM, HATAHYTO YJbIOHYBIIUCH, A00aBWJIa, — HO Tbl HE

Oecnokoncs. Bcé B nopsake.
JlaHW371b BCTajla U caelajla HECKOJIBKO waroB. HeoxuaaHHO
3aK noaXBaTUJI €€ U B35JI HA PYKH.

— Yro THI Aenaeub?

— 31 noHecy 1ebs 0 3amMka! — cka3ajl OH U YBEPEHHO JBUHYJICS
JaJbliie.

Kpuctayuia mna psagoMm ¢ HUMM M yiblOanace. OHa He
0>KHJaja TaKoro MoBOPOTa U BOBCE HE AyMaiia, YTO 3aK MOMOXET
JlaHHJIb.

— Otnyctu MeHa. Bcé B nopsake. S mory goutu cama! —
JlaHu371b noneiTanach BBICBOOOAUTHCS U3 €TO PYK.

— 31ech Henoaaneky ectb 03epo. OHO ocoOeHHoe. Ha3biBaeTcs
Bennkoe O3epo AnbmxeHabl. Sl Hecy TeOs K HEMY, — OTBETHIJI
3aK, He OOpaTHUB HU MaJICHLLIETO BHUMAHUs Ha €€ NpochOy.

— 3ayeM? UYto ewme 3a o3epo? — J[laHuanb nepecrana
COMPOTHUBJIATHCH.

— Benukoe O3epo AnbmxeHAbl — BOJIEOHOE. OHO HCLEUT
TeOsi, — o0OBiAcHwIa Kpuctauia. OHM BBILUIM W3 Jeca H

HaIpaBUJIUCh K 03€epy.
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Yepe3 HEKOTOPOE BPEMsI OHH YK€ OBbLIIM Ha MECTE, HENOAAJIEKY
BO3BBILIATHUCH JABE KAMEHHbIE KOJIOHHBI, CJIY>XUBLIME BOPOTAMH.
KosioHHBl onvpasiuch Ha naBa mnocrameHTta. [lo Bced nasuHe
CTOJIObI  OBIJIM  YKpAalIE€Hbl BBITPABUPOBAHHBIM Ha KaMHE
OpHAMEHTOM. BepxHds 4acTb KaXXIOH KOJIOHHBI  Oblia
LUMJIMHJIPHYECKOH (OpMbI, @ MOCTAMEHT HAMOMHHAJ IUIOCKYHO
«JICTAIOLLYIO TapeJIKy».

— Ilpumnun! — ckazana Kpucranna.

JlaHu3)1b Opocuiia THEBHBIN B3I Ha 3aka, BHICBOOOIMJIACH
M3 €ro pyK, BCTaja Ha HOTH M 3allla B BOy Mo UMKoJOTKY. Co
CTOpPOHBI BOPOT MOAYJ CWIbHBIA BeTep. JaHWdib 3axmypuia
rja3a v MpUCJylajach K LIOPOXY BOJIH. XOJIOJHBIH MOPBIB BETpa
pacTpenan €€ BOJIOCHI U CHUJIBHO AyHYJ B nquuo. Bapyr laHuamne
OTUETJIMBO YCJbllIaJla IBA yAapa, OHHU COBNAJIU C PUTMOM €€
cepaua.

Touno makue xce, kak s cavlwana 6 KomHame 0s0u Ieupu.
Januasp noaymana o0 3TOM C yauMBJIECHHEM M cTpaxoM. OHa He
MOTJla MOHATh, OTKYJa BHOBb JOHECIHUCH 3TH CTPAHHbBIE 3BYKH.
JlaHU3JIb 3aKpbliia YIIM PYKaMU.

— Tonpko Obl HE CIIBILLIATH UX OOJIBLIE... — MPOLIENTAJIa OHA.

— JaHuaJib, 4TO ¢ TOOOWU? — pa3aasncs rojsoc KpucTassbl.

Ynapbl He npekpawaiuch. JlaHuanp Opocusiack K Oepery
nogoexasna K 3aKy, BCTPEBOXXEHHOMY €€ mnoBeaeHUeM. OH He
MOHSAJI, B UeM JeJio. Umo 3mo ¢ Heu? — ObIJIO HAllMCaHO Ha €ro
mue. OH o4yeHb 3a0ecnokouiics. JJaHuab cesla Ha TPaBAHUCTBIN
Oeper U 0OXBaTHJIa pyKaMH KOJIEHH. BOJIHBI MOAKATHIBAIHCH K
HOTaM M LIEKOTaIH CTYMHH.

— Yto ¢ TOOOI? — 3ak noaouien K HeW U NPUTPOHYJICS PyKOM
K €€ BOJIOCaM.

— BbI cibliidTe UX? — ¢ ApoXbIO B rojioce cnpocuia J[aHuaiib.

— Capiuum 4Tto?

— Yaapsl! 31y yaapsl! — cyie3bl NOKaTUIUCH MO €€ HIEKaM.

3ak W Kpucramua neperyisHylIucb. B 3T0 Bpems BeTep
ycwnwics.  OTkyna-To u3aaneka JAOHeccs B3pbIB. JlaHWAJIb
BCKOYMJIa HAa HOTM M OKaszajgach psaaoM ¢ 3akoM. B gosro
CEKYH/bl pE€3KHIl OPBIB BETPA 3aKPYXXUJ €€, U OHA, KaK LLHUTOM,
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OTrOpOJMJIA JIMLO JAJOHSAMHU, MbITASICh 3aLLUTUTh CE0s, HO BETEP
C TaKOM CHJIOH OOBHJI €€ ropyo, 4TO CTajlo TSHKEJIO AbllaTh. EE
cinadble pyKM HHMKAaK HE MOTJM COBJIAJaTh C MOIIbIO BHE3AMHO
HajeTteBwero yparadHa. CWJIbHBIA BETEp MNOAXBATUI €€, H
JlaHu3J1b MOYYyBCTBOBaIa, KaKk €€ HOIM OTOPBAJIUCh OT 3€MJIH U
00JITalOTCS B BO3YyXE€.

OHa B3netena Haj 3eMiied, O€3XKajJOCTHBbIM BETEP YHOCHII
JI€BOYKY H, Ka3aJoCh, YTO XHU3Hb NMOKUAaeT e€ Teno. B rmazax
MOTEMHENO. 3aK, YBUIEB BCE 3TO, BBITAHYJ pPYKY BIIEpEl, B
cTopoHy JlaHuaib. Ero ry0sl npouienTany 3aKJIMHAHUE, @ BOKPYT
JAIOHU TOSIBUJIOCH CBeuYeHue. JlaHW3Jb ONyCTHIACh MU €
3aKpbITHIMM TJla3aMHU ynaja K HoraM 3aka. OHa mnortepsina
CO3HaHHE. 3aK, TSHKEJIO Abllla, CBAJIMUJICA PSIAOM C HEM.

— Bawme BrbicouectBo! Bcé B mopsake? —  Kpucrimia
OpocHJIaCh K HEMY Ha MOMOLIb.

3aK yTBEepAMTEJbHO KUBHYJ. OH BCTaJl Ha HOTHW, IJIAHYJ Ha
Jlanussb ¥ yBHaEN paHy Ha ee Ji0y. OHa cnacia ero. Benp 3toT
CTpalUHbIA yparaH NOJDKEH Obll 3a0paTh €ro, a BMECTO 3TOr0
4yTh HE yOWJI npULIeauuy. 3aK CKJIOHUJICA Haa JJaHu3b...

— Ter nymaews, 370 OHA? — cnpocuna Kpucranna.

— He 3Hato. Ho ecTth oaMH cnoco0 npoBepuTh, — OTBETUI 3aK.
OH OTKHMHYJ BOJOCHI JlaHM3JIb U pacnpocTep JaJOHb Haj €€
noom. Ilox ero nagoHbt0 M Hano JIOOM JlaHWAnb 3acTpyuiIcs
Oenbiii  cBeT. Yeped HekoTopoe BpeMs MOSBUJIOCH craboe
cBedyeHue. Pyka 3aka 3aapoxana, U OH pacciadui e€.

3ak 3aaymancsa. Kak eo3moodcno, umo Cuna Temsl chauana
onycmuiacs Ha Heé, a He Ha meHs ¢ Kpucmannou? — cnipaumiuBain
OH ceOs.

— 210 Ob1 AbsiBos! U OH xoTen 3a0path €€! — npoxawum
rojiocoM npousHecina Kpucranna, npepsaB mbiCiu 3aka.

— He Bonnyiicsa, Kpuc! [IpsiBon ewe He 3aBianen €. Mbl
OO KHBI nepeHecTh €€ B 3aMokK. [lotom CoBer pewuT, Kak
MOATrOTOBHTh €€ K TOMY, YTO MOXXET MPOU30OHTH. 3aK OCTOPOXKHO
noaHsan Jlanuane. Kpuctanna 3agyMunBO HaO101a1a 32 HUM.

— Bo3Bpawaemcs 1oMoi? — cripocuiia oHa.

— Bo3BpauiaemMcsi, — OTBETHJI 3aK, CKJIOHUB roJioBy K JIaHM3JIb.
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HayTtpo 3ak Bomen B KOMHarty, rae Jiexana [lanuane. Buepa
BEYEPOM OH IMepeHec €€ Clja, U C TeX NMOp OHAa TaK WU HeE
npuxoauna B co3HaHWe. OH 3akpbul 3a coOOM naBepb. Ha
TyMOOUKe BO3Jie KpOBaTH ropena cBeda, U CJIaObli pacCesiHHBIH
CBET mnajan Ha AeBOoYKy. OHa sexana Ha OeJioW MpPOCThIHE,
MalOHH 00eux PpyK, HOrM U J0O OBUIM TYro IMepeBs3aHbl
OuHTamu. 3ak HakJIOHWJICA K Hei. [lpu cBere cBeun ero
30JIOTUCTBIE BOJIOCHI 3aCHUSIIIH, KaK SI3bIKH MJIAMEHH.

Han OpoBbro [laHu3sib BUAHENACh ccaguHa. Ellie HECKOJbKO
HapanyuH Ha JiMLE 3aTAHYJHUCh KOpoykol. OHa Obula rocTbeH,
NpHLIEIMLICH, HO, HECMOTPS Ha 3TO, 3aKa CHJIbHO BJIEKJIO K HEH.
Kak BblI111)10, 4TO OHA MPHKPbLIA €ro coboii U cnaciaa? A oH 3ak —
Oyayuuii KOpoJib TOro KOpPOJIEBCTBA, HE CMOT 3alIHTHThL €€. JTa
MbIC/Ib He naBajla eMy nokosi. OH mnpucesl Ha Kpaeuek e€
KpoBaTH. 3ak 3HaJj, YTO HE JOJDKEH NMpUKacaThCs K JJaHU3/1b, Belb
OHa Obl1a HOCHTEJIEM YEPHOTro )XKeMUyra, HO He CMOT COBJIaaTh C
COOOH, OH MOJHEC CBEYY K €& JIMIY M OCTOPOXKHO MPOBEJ IO
HeMy pykoi. 1 nouyBCTBOBaJ, UTO Kpacka TMpUJIMJIA K €ro
wekam. Ymo 6yoem, koc0a oHa oyHemcs? 3aK Ha MHT
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npeacraBun cede JlaHuaip B oOpa3e CBO€H M30paHHULBI —
KoposieBbl ero Hapona. Benb oHa Morjna Obl €10 ctath. A ymo,
eciu oHa He omeemum Ha eco dyecmea? (OH CINOXBAaTHICA W
ObICTpO OTOpOCcWI 3Ty MbIcib. Cymewno! Kax maxoe moeno
npUOmM eMy 8 20108y?

3aK TUXOHBKO BCTaJl C €€ MOCTEJIH, MOCTAaBHJI CBEYY Ha MECTO
M noracuj. 3aTeM HanpaBWJICS K BbIXONY, OIJISHYJICS, €Lle pa3
Opocui B3I HA JlaHWAJIb, M BbILLIEJ, 3aTBOPHUB 32 COOOH IBEPb.
J1BEpb JIETOHBKO CKPUIIHYJIA.

Koeoa oce ona ounemcs? Heyacenu sma xpynkas Oeeyuika
cnocoona cnacmu eclo Anvoxcendy? Heyaxcenu ona cmodxcem
pazovoums yepHoeo opaxona? Eciau 0a, mo uyem 3anaamum 3a
amo? Kakas cyovba eii ycomosana?

— Kakasa cyapba yroroBaHa xpaHuTesito kemuyra? Yro ewe,
€CJIM HE€ CMEPThb? — CTAPYECKHUM MKEHCKHUH T0JIOC MpEepBaJl €ro
MBbICJIH.

3ak yBuaen Mapbsid JIu — rnaBHyto xpuuy Biactu Csera. Ei
ObIO OoJiee TpPEeXcoT JIET, M OHa [epeXxuia BCE BOWHBI
KOpOJIEBCTBA, 00Jiee TOro, OHa ObUIa UX ydyacTHULIEH. OHa, KakK M
Tpu ec BHY4kH "Tpoiika JIn", o6nagana ocoObIMM CBOMCTBAMHU H
MMeJla CBSI3b C KOJIAYHAMH M JPYTMMH CBEPXbECTECTBEHHBIMH
CylIE€CTBaMH, OOMTABLIMMHU B rocyaapctse. OHa Bcerja HOCHJIa
JUIMHHYK0 YE€PHYK MAHTHIO, MOJHOCTHIO 3aKPbIBABLIYK) CTapo€
MOPLIMHUCTOE TEJIO, U, KAK Y BCEX CIYXHUTEJICH BJIACTH ITOrO
CTPaHHOI'O KOpPOJIEBCTBA, €€ TpaJAULUMOHHBIA HapsJ ObUT yKpalleH
CTapMHHOW CHUMBOJIMKOM.

— Tebe, BUIAMMO, NOCTABJSAET YIOBOJILCTBHE BpbIBAThCS O€3
NpeaynpexaAeHus, — 3aK HEI0BOJILHO CMOTPEJI Ha XKpHlly.

— S5 BCcE Bpems Oblna 3aech, Balie BbicouecTBO, — HAAMEHHO
OTBETHJIA Ta.

— JlagHo! T'me nepBbli COBETHHK? — cnpocunl 3ak Oosee
YMHUPOTBOPEHHBIM TOHOM.
— Ckopo Oygner, — XKpulla €XHIHO YJIbIOHyJach. — A OHa

noHpaBuwiack Bam. He tak i1, Baue BricouecTBo?
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— Tebe nump OBl CHA3BUTH, NpPUBEpPEIJIMBas cTapyxa, —
mapupoBan  3aK, HO CJierKa IOKpacHeNl M OTBeN ria3a. Beab
cTapyxa OblJia npaBa.

— Ecnu 310 npaBna, Bauie BeicoyecTBO, — NMpOAOJIKHUIIA XKpHLA
C CapKa3MOM, — HE JyMalo, YTO €d MNPHUIAETCA MO AylUle TaKOu
HEBOCIUTAHHBIHN MPUHLL.

— OcraBb napHs B OKOE, — pa3falics rojioc, K C4acTbio
3aka, IpepBaBILHUU 3TOT pa3roBop. B KOMHaTy Bolles CTapbli
COBETHHK.

— Pap Bugets T€0s1, — ynbIOHYJICS 3aK.

— S Toxe pan Te0s BUAETh, CBIHOK. — Tbl Hawlen eé€?

BuaHo, 1J1s1 HEro ObLI0 MPUATHBIM CIOPMIPU30M, YTO
o0JlajlaTeIeM 4YEpHOro KEMUyra oka3ajlach KOHas oco0a.

— DTO OHA HAllJIa MEHs, — BO3pa3uJ 3akK.

OH MpHUCIIOHUJICS K CTEHE, U MIEPE]] €r0 rjla3aMH BHOBb
npencraia BuepaliHsas kaptuHa. OHa cnacia ero, a cama paHeHa.

— JleByumika cnacia mpvHIIA — CMACHUTENs, pa3Be HE JI0JKHO
ObITb HA00OPOT? — C TEM XK€ CapKa3MOM CIIPOCHJIa CTapyxa,
yMeBILIAsi YUTAaTh MbICJIH MIPHHIIA.

— Cnacu0o0, 4TO Thl MHE 00 3TOM HallOMHUJIa, — OYpKHYJ 3akK.

Crapyxa yxmblibHyJach. Eit HpaBWiIOCh apa3HUTh 3aka. OHa
He MorJjia MPOCTUTh €MY, YTO Korja npuHuU BaH nouien Ha BOHHY
C uX OpatroMm J[)kekOM W ObL1 paHEH, 3aK HE CHAEJaJl HHUYETO,
4TOOBI OCTAaHOBUTH BoHa.

— He cTout 6naronapHocTu! — pe3ko cka3zaa crtapyxa.

— Jsns 3ak! — pa3nancs 3BOHKUIM JETCKHUHM TOJIOCOK.

OH ornsHyscs. MayieHbkass J€BOYKa JIET TPEX-4YETHIPEX, B
KOPOTKOM TIUIaTbUUE M CaHOaIusX, Mnoadexana K HEMY.
benokypbie BoOCHI ObLIH 3aTAHYTHI PE3MHKAMH B J1Ba XBOCTHKA,
3€leHple IJ1a3a paJOCTHO CHsUIM. JTO Oblla DBa — MJEMSHHHLA
3aka, noun crapiuero 6para BaHa.

— DBa! — ynbIGHYICA 3aK U NMOJHSA AEBOYKY HAa PYKH.

Ho ynbiOka ObICTpO colllIa ¢ €ro JiMia, nocjieAHHE COObITHS He
AaBaJIM €My MOKOSI.
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— Yrto OyaeM nenath? — BHOBb OOpaTHJICA OH K TIJIABHOMY
COBETHHKY.

— Jlymaro, npuaercs nocoBeToBaThCA ¢ Martepblo, — OTBETHUII
TOT.

— I'ne neBouka? — cnpocusia crapyxa.

— Y MeHs B ClajibHe, — KOPOTKO OTBETHJI 3aK.

— Korna npuaer B cebsi, npuBeau €€ B XpaM, — HE OYEHb
YBEPEHHO CKa3aJl IIaBHbIA COBETHHUK.

3aK yTBEpAUTEIBLHO KUBHYJI, H COBETHUK CKPBLICS U3 BUIY.

— Hapo pacckaszate Bcem! KoponeBcTBo cmaceHo! — Becesio
CKa3ajia DBa W 3axJjionaja B jJagoud. — Ypa! JTa neByuika U €cTb
Hawa cnacurtelbHUula! — ngoraganace JBa. HemoTps Ha cBoi
MaJICHbKUH BO3pacT, OHa OblJIa OYEHb YMHOW M NMPOHULIATEJILHOM.

— Hu B kxoem cnyuae! — Bo3pa3un 3ak. — He Oynp Takoii
JIETKOMBICIEHHOH. HHMKTO He noJmkeH 3HaTh 0 Hel. Obelaii MHe,
YTO HUKOMY HE CKaXELllb.

— Jlaxxe maMe 1 nane? — yauBuiach JBa.

— Jlaxxe maMe W nare, — JaCKOBO I'JIsiA Ha Hee, cka3ajl 3aK U
ONyCTWJ JE€BOYKY Ha mnoJjl. — Sl cam pacckaxy uM. byneus
MOJIYaTh?

— JlagHO! — KpOTKO cornacunaach JBa U yCKaKaja BIPUIPBIKKY.

3ak cHoBa misHYJ Ha MapesaH JIlu. OHa Obl1a 4EM-TO
HEJI0BOJIbHA.

— A BIOpyr ThbMa ycneja NMPOHUKHYTh IyOOKO B €€ B cepalle,
CBET OTCTYNHJ U ThMa 3aBJIAJICET €10 HABEKU? — TPEBOXKHUJICS 3aK
3a JlTaHU3JIb.

Ha ynuuax MaHx3TTeHa ciblliancs mnjiad MajleHbKOH JI€BOYKH.
OHa Tak roppko MJjakajia, CJIOBHO MOTEpsijia BCIO CBOIO CEMBIO.
JlaHu31p HaxoOMJIaCh TaM, OHa HE oulyllajja HUYEro, KpoMe
ctpaxa. He Obuto HM aymu. Crpllancss TOJIBKO Y)KacCalOLIHiA
a4 MaJeHbKOM JA€BOYKH. Berep Tryjsi Mo MyCThIHHOM
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MECTHOCTH M 3XOM 3aBbiBal B ywax. [loBcrony BHIHEIHCH
Kaljd 3acoXIlei KpoBH, OMNYCTEBIIMH ropoj] OBbUT MOJHOCTHIO
paspyllieH, pa3BajMHbl JIOMOB OKpYXainu [laHH3Jb, CTOSBILYIO
nocpeau ObIBLIEro >KHJIOro paiioHa B MOJHOM oixHOYecTBe. OHa
CMOTpeJia Bajb, B CTOPOHY LUMPOKOrO U JUTMHHOIO MPOCIMEKTa,
KOTOPbIii  BBITAHYJICS ~ CTPEJOH 10 CaMOro TOPH3OHTA.
BocnnoMHHaHHs YHOCHJIM €€ NaJIEKO-1aJIEKO, TOYHO TaK XK€, Kak
Ka3aJcs JaJIeKUM IUIad MajeHbKOH JI€BOYKH, pa3/aBaBLUUHCA U3
OJIHOTO M3 pa3pyLUIECHHBIX AJOMOB. JlaHHAJIb AyMalia, 4To BCE, YTO
CJYYHJIOCh C HEH — Ha CaMOM [€eJi€ 3TOro He OblIo, MOTOMY UTO
He MOIJIO ObITh, €H CHHUJICS COH H, BO3MOXHO, 3TOT COH OBbLJI
yyOii. A OHa Ternepb KAKUM-TO 00pa3oM BEPHYJAach B CBOH JIOM,
B AMepuKYy. OHa y>xe He ObljIa HU Y AU ['€Hpu B AHIIMH, H HU
B AinpmkeHae. OHa ceHyac noWaeT IOMOH, B JIOM CBOMX
poauTesieii, koTopele ceyac yexanu Ha ['aBaiiu, a €€ OpaTHK U
CeCTpHuka HaxomsaTcs B AHraMM. JlaHuWdJIb nomwia BJOJB
nmpocrnekTa Ha ceBep M Yy3Hana romans TaWMmc. HeoHoBeie
pekJiamMbl ObLIM pa30ouThl. Ha cTeHax TOMOB BMSATHHBI H LLIEJIH, U3
HHMX Topuaja oOBHCIlas, pa3pociuasics TpaBa. JJaHuab oOpaTHia
BHHUMaHHE Ha BBIBECKY HajJ CaMbiM OOJIbIIUM pPECTOPAHOM B
paioHe. 1o ObLI UTAJIBSIHCKUA pPECTOPaH, B KOTOPOM OHH 4acTO
o0enanu BCE CEMbEM.

— IloyeMy 31€Cch BCce paspylieHo? — HenoymeBana J[aHHUIIb.
Ona mpolyia Brepea BAOJb MPOCMNEKTa U OCTAHOBUJIACH NEPEN]
OonblIMM 3AaHUEM, C ¢dacaga ero NpUKpbIBaJl POMAHbINA LIHT.
[Inay mnpekpaTuics, ero cMeHuna rpoboBas THUIMHA. JIpOXb
npobexana no teay Jlanuans. OHa npuOIM3MIACE K LIUTY,
NbITasiCh YBUJAETh 332 HUM XOTh KOro-HuOyab. Ha 3emie nexanu
MEpPTBBIE JIIOAW, CPE€AM HHUX O>KEHIIUMHbI W JeTU. [naza eé
HaMoOJIEWJIKCH yxkacoM. Karii 4y>xoil KpoBH HayaJlM pacTEKaThCs
no e€ Tejy, OHa MOYYBCTBOBajia HECTEPNUMYIO 00Jib U pe3b B
rnazax. [lovemy? Ilouemy 3mo npousowno?  «Bcranbre!
Bcranbre!», — 3akpuyana ona. Clie3sl 3aCTHIIANHM TJ1a3a.

— JIu-351B! — ycapIlana oHa 4eil-TO roJioc.
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Hanudie orasHynack. [lo3aau, HeBaaneke, crosia >KEHILIMHA.
Ona ObicTpoii noxonkod mnpubmu3uiace K Jlauudap H
yiablOHynace. Ha Heil OblIO JIeTHEE TMlaThbe, OTTEHSBLIEE €6
MEJIOBbIE IJ1a3a M CBETJIbIE BOJIOCHL. JKEHIHHA OCTaHOBHJIACh M
BHUMATEJIBHO nocMmotpena Ha [lanuanbs.  Kazamnocek, riasa eé
U3J1y4anau 100po.

— Kro TB1? — cnpocuna JJaHusne.

XeHmuHa caenana war HaBcTpeuy, M JaHW3b OTHpsHya
Ha3aJ.

— Hu-31s! S pama, 4yro Thl npunuia kKo MHe. — JKeHlIMHA
B310XHYJIa C 00JierYyeHHueM U oOHsJa JlaHUAIIb.

JlaHW3J1b, OKa3aBLUIUCh B OOBATHAX ITOH COBCEM HE3HAKOMOM
€H KCHUIMHBI, BAPYr YCINOKOWJIACh, OHA OLLYyTHJIa HEOObIYAaMHOE
TEIIO €€ PYK.

JlaHW3JIb HE MOrJIa MOHSATh, YTO MPOUCXOOHUT, NMOYEMY TEIIO €€
PYK TakK TMOBJIMSJIO Ha He€, U TMNOYEMY BAPYr YyBCTBO
HEOMHUCYEMOI0 CTpaxa CMEHHMJIOCh YyBCTBOM IJIyOOKOM I'PYCTH.

JlaHHU3J1b ONyCTHJIA TOJIOBY.

— KT0 TBI? — €71€ C/IBIIIHO MpollIenTaia OHa.

— S — npopouuna CBera, — OTBETHJIA KEHILUHA.

— Ilpopounua?

— Trl 3Haewb, Moyemy Thl 3A€Ch? — CNPOCHJIA XKEHUIUHA U
MPUTPOHYJIACh K YEPHBIM BOJIOCAM [|aHHAJIb.

— Het! — nokauyana ronoBou JlaHu3np ¥ 3aruiakana. — Ho...
HO 51 XO4y JIOMO#i!

— 4 3Haro, noporas. Tel CMOXeElIb BO3BPATUTHCA IOMOM TOJILKO
MoCJ€ TOro, Kak BBIMOJHHULIb 3aJaHUE, PaJd KOTOPOrO ThbI
OKa3ajach 34€Ch.

— Kakoe 3aganune? — cnpocuia JlaHu31b, BEITUpas CJIE3BI.

Bcé BOKpyr 03apuiioCh SpKHM CBETOM, 3aTEM CBET HCY€3 TakK
K€ BHE3aIMHO, U BOLIApHJach ri1yookas Ho4b. ThMa, 3acTUIaBLIAs
OKpyry, BHywana crtpax. JXeHuHa wucyessna, W JlaHHUAIb
OKa3ajlaChb B TEMHOTE B IMOJIHOM OJUHO4YECTBE. EN Ka3anock, 4YTO
BCce OpocHJIM €€, U OHa OCTaJlach OJIHAa Ha cBete. Ilepen rnazamu
NpOIUJIbUIM MEPTBbIE TeJla, KOTOpPHIE OHA TOJILKO 4YTO YyBHjeJia
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nocpead yiauubl. JlaHWPap HE TNOHMMaNa, TMO4YEMY OHA
YyyBCTBOBaJla TaKyl0 NPUBA3AHHOCTh K HUM. Bapyr nepea Heu
MOsIBUJIOCH 3€PKAJIo, B HEM OTPa3woCh €€ 3arulakaHHOe JIMLO.
JlaHW31b pELLMIIA, YTO MPHULLIEI U €€ Yyepell YMEPETh.

— He Oolica! — cHoBa paspaincsa rosioc. [[aHu’ip He Mmoria
MOHAThb, OTKyJa OH JOHOCHWJICA, HO, KOrJa CHOBa [JIsiHyJla B
3epKajio, YBUJEJAa B HEM CBOKO HOBYIO 3HAKOMYIO — JKECHUIWHY,
oOHMMaBIIYIO €€ TYT e€le coBceM HenaaBHO. JKeHuMHa
NPOTSAHYJIAa PYKY B CTOPOHY JlaHUDJIb.

— Bcé Oyner xopouio! — cka3zana oHa U yJIbIOHYyJach, a 3aTeEM
nobasuna: — S Bepro B TeOs!

Crtpax y JlaHu3Jib CMEHUJICA JIFOOOMBITCTBOM.

— Bepuus? ITouemy? [louemy Tbl BEpHILIL B MEHA?

— OuyeHb CKOpO Thl BCE y3Haewb! — OTBETWJIA KEHUIMHA. —
O6ewaro T1ebe... HO cCHavana TeOe NpUAETCS NPEOJOJIETh
MHOXECTBO Mperpaa. U noseputs B TO, BO YTO O CHUX MOP ThI
HUKOrJa He Bepwia. S moOHMMaIO, YTO 3TO TSKEJIO, HO 51 BEPIO B
Te0s1. Bcé Oynet xopotuuo.

JlaHu3/1b TPUTPOHYJIACH K 3€pKally, U3 KOTOPOro K HeEWH
npoTsAruBajga pykd He3HakoMka. OHa Obula  MOJIHOCTBEO
obeckypaxxeHa. Ho, HecMOTps Ha BCE, peub 3TOH JKEHILHUHBI
ycroKauBasa ee€.

— Kakux nperpan? — cnpocuna JJaHu3Jb.

— IIpexxne Bcero, oCTaHOBH ux! A MOTOM... TMOTOM Thl JOJKHA
OCBOOOJUTH YEPHOTO [PaKOHA, TOJIBKO C €ro MOMOIIBIO ThbI
CyMeelllb PEKPATUTh 3TY OECCMBICJIEHHYIO BOMHY

— Koro ux? 1 o kakoM IpakoHe Tbl TOBOPHIIb?

— Bcemy cBoe BpeMs, u-31b!

M3 Bcero ckazaHHoro JlaHW3jb MOHSJIA TOJIBKO OJHO. OHA
nomnajia B KaKyl-TO OYE€Hb HEMPUATHYH HCTOpUI0. UTO 3TO 3a
4epHbIl ApakoH? YTo 3TO 3a n0AM, KOTOPBIX OHa o00s3aHa
ocTaHOBUTH? Spkuii cBeT o3apua 3epkajo. OOpa3 KEHIIUHBI
MCY€e3, B OTHO MTHOBEHHUE OHA UCTMApUIach, Kak OyITo €€ U BOBCe
TYT HE ObLIIO.
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Bapyr spkuii CBET B 3epkaje CMEHHJ OKpacKy, OH CTall
NMYyHUOBbIM, KaK KpOBb, U nepen JlaHW3/1b BO3HHMKJA YPOMJIMBasi,
nyratowas TeHb. OHa yciblana Boriib Cmeptu. Tonpko Tak
MOXHO ObL10 onucatb CMmepTh. JlaHW?Ib 3aKpblia YUIM PYKaMH,
4yTOOBI HE CJIBILIATH 3TOT Y)KACalUIMi BOIUIb. 3aTEM OHA BHOBb
ycablxana 3a CIMHOM 4YeH-To roJsioc. OHa nmoBepHyJa rojoBy B
HaJEeX e CHOBA YBUIETbh HE3HAKOMKY, C KOTOpOH pa3roBapHBala,
HO rJla3a €€ paclIMpPUIIMCh OT y»Kaca: KOCTJsABas pyka BIIMJIACh B
€€ MJ1e4o, U U3 3TOW PYKH OpbI3HYJIa KPOBb.

['na3a JlaHu371b OTKPBUIMCH, OHA BCKPUKHYJIA, U KPUK pa3Heccs
no BceMy 3aMKy. ['osoBa packaneiBanace oT 0Oonu. Cepaue
KOJIOTWJI0Ch. JIaHHU?3/b OYHYJIaCh OTO CHA U C€Jia Ha KpOBaTH.

OHa c yauBiIeHHEM OOHapyXuJjia, 4YTO 3TO BOBCE HE €€
CraJibHsl, a MPOCTOpPHas, CKPOMHO OOCTaBJI€HHass KOMHAaTa CO
CTpPaHHOM JienKoi Ha noToJike. CieBa OT ABEpH ObLIO OOJIBLIOE
OKkHO. Bemu, HaxonuBuIMECS B 3TOM  MOJIYMYCTOH KOMHaTe,
NMOKa3aJIMChb € OYEeHb KPacUBBIMH M HEOObIYHBIMU. Ha cteHe
BO3JI€ OKHa BHCEJIO OFPOMHOE 3€pKaJl0 C 3araJoYHbIM
OpPHAaMEHTOM Ha paMe. Y CTEHbl CTOSIJ1 MUCbMEHHBIH CTOJI CO
CTyJIOM, OKOJIO JABEpU  IUIAaTIHOM WIKap U psIaoOM C HUM
TyMOOuKa, Takas e, KaKk BO3Jle KpOBaTH, Ha KOTOpPOH cujesa
Jlanu3ne. TymMOOUYKH M KpoBaTh ObUIM YKpalllEeHbl TE€M Xe
CTpaHHbIM OpHaMeHTOM. OHa, HaKOHEell, 3aMETHJIa, YTO PYKH €&
nepeBsi3aHbl OMHTAMHU U NMOYYBCTBOBaJja 00JIb B MBILILLIAX.

B komHaty Bomen 3ak. OH SBHO CTapajicsi CKpBITh
OECrOKOHWCTBO, M  JIMUO €ro  Ka3ajoChb  MO-NIPEXKHEMY
HEMPOHULIAEMBIM.

— Kak 11 ceb6s uyBcTtByewmb? Thl kpuuana! Y napunace, uiu
TeO€ YTO-TO MPUCHUIIOCH?

— I'ne 1?7 — B nocnenHee BpeMs [|aHW3J1b 4aCcTO MPHUXOAHIIOCH
3a/1aBaTh 3TOT BOMPOC.

JIuo 3aka cralio emie 0oJiee OTCTPAaHEHHBIM, OH H30 BCEX CHII
cTapaJsics Ka3aTbcs O€3pa3InYHbIM.

— B Moel kOMHaTe, B KOPOJIEBCKOM 3aMKEe.
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— Kak s crona nonana? Tonbko HE TOBOPH, YTO Thl IPUHEC MEHS
Ha pykax! — cepauTo Beinanuia JlaHuaib.

— Te1 Mmoxewbs uaTu? Ecnu ga, To noiaeM co MHOM. S noikeH
KO€-4TO 00BACHUTH TeOe no gopore B CoBeT kopoyieBCcTBA. — OH
IIPOTSHYJI €U PYKY.

— Coser yero? Kakue-to Bbl Bce 31ech cTpaHHble! CHavana
3TOT COH, Tenepb Thl! UTO BCce 3TO 3Ha4uT? S coBCceM 3amyTasiache.

— CoH? — nepedun e€ 3ak, — Kakoi COH?

3aKk B3sAJ €€ 3a pyKy W clierka mnoTsHya K cebe. JlaHuaib
MOJHAJACh C KpOBaTH M OYYTWJIAaChb B €ro OOBATHUAX, UX JIMLA
BCTPETHIIMCh, U 3TO €lle 00JiblIE CMYTHIIO €€.

— S... 1 m10X0 NOMHIO, TaM ObljIa XXEHIIWHA.

— Tbl BUZEJIA BO CHE XXEHILIUHY? — MEPECTIPOCHUJT 3aK.

— Ja, — xuBHyna JlaHuU3J1b, — U OHA CKa3aja, 4YTo i JOJIXKHA
HaWTH YEPHOTO JpaKoOHa.

— ScHo! UMEHHO MO3TOMY HHUTBH YEPHOrO >XEM4yyra MpuBela
TeOs croa, — YyJbIOHYJICS 3aK.

— Ha. U euie s n1omkHa OCTAHOBUTH KaKHUX-TO JIFOJEH U BOHHY,
4YTO-TO B 3TOM pOJi€, — BCIOMHHUJIA JJaHU3JIb.

Korna 3ak 310 ycaeiman, ero jauuo nobdeneno. JlaHuaib
BHUMATEJILHO MMOCMOTpEJIa Ha 3aKka, OHa HE MOTJia MOHATh, OTYErO
OH TaKk ucnyraics. Ho nouyBcTBOBaJia 4TO-TO HEJAHOE.

— Yro ¢ Toboi1, 3ak?

— Jlopn 3ak nns 1ebs! ... 1 HE MOry MOHSATH, — Pa3MbILLISII
OH BCJIyX, — BBIXOAHT, YTO Thl HE TOJILKO XPAHUTEJIb CBETA, HO H
nocjaHHUK /IpsBosia. Kak Takoe Bo3MoxxHO? Kak aBe 3TH CHIIBI
MOTYT YMELIATHLCA B CEPJILIE OAHON JTE€BOYKH?

— 3ak! Yro 3a yenyxy Thl HECELD?

3ak B3sJ1 JJaHua1b 3a pyKy.

— Tel Buaena mpopouuly AJbIKEHIbl B cBoeM cHe. OHa
NPUXOIUT B CHbI U OTKPBIBAET Oyaylliee Yepe3 HUX.

— Jla, na! OHa 4TO-TO TaKO€ roBOpHIIA.

JlaHu31p CHOBa mocMoOTpea 3aKky B Ijla3a W 3aMeTHJIA, KaK B
HHUX BAPYT BCIIBIXHYJIA HCKOPKA HAJAEXIbI.
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— Wnem! — 3ak B3s1 €€ 3a pyKy M BbIBEJ W3 KOMHATbhl B
IPOCTOPHBIN XOJLII.

— Kyna 1ol MeHs Benemb? — JlaHW3Jb cieioBajia 32 HUM MO
KOpU0paM 3aMKa.

3ak Oexxan Bnepead M Jaepxkan JlaHusap 3a pyky, OHa,
CIIOTBIKASICh, €1BA MOCMEBasa 32 HUM, OH UHOTa OrJIsAAbIBAJICS, U
JIMLIO €ro ropeJsio 3HTy3ua3moM. OHa TBEpAO pellinia, YTO NapeHb
ABHO cnaATWJ. OHa ¢ caMOro Havajia He COMHEBaJIach, YTO Mormnajia
B 3TOT CTPAHHbBIA U HEMOHATHBIN MUP 1O OLLIHUOKE.

JlaHu3JIb CO CTpaxoM CMOTpeEJia BrjyOb OTpOMHOIO KOpHIOpa.
B koHLEe ero oHa BUj€a MJIOTHO 3aKPBITYIO JABEPb, 3aK MyaJcH,
He cOaBJisig X0, MU €A Ka3ajoCh, YTO BOT-BOT OHH CO CTpPALIHOM
CUJION CTYKHyTcs 00 3Ty aBepb. Ho 3ak HanpaBui pyky Ha
JBEPb U MpOLIENTAJ]l KAaKHE-TO HEINMOHATHbIE CJIOBa. [[Bepb cama
pacnaxHyJiach rnepea HUMH.

— Kak Tbl 310 caenan? — yaAuBIE€HHO Cnipocuiia JlaHusnb, koraa
OHH OKa3aJIUCh M0 JAPYIr'YHO CTOPOHY ABEPH.

— A! 3xgech Kaxabli MOXET 3TO clelaTh, — PaBHOIYLIHO
OTBETHUJI 3aK.

— Jlaxe s? — JlaHudJb 3arisiHyJla €éMy B IJjla3a, B HaIexkIe
MOJTYYUTh OJIO)KUTEJIbHBIA OTBET.

— Her! — cepne3zHo otBetun 3ak. OH 3aMmeTun eé
pa3o4yapoBaHHbIM B3MIAA. 3aK 3Hal, 4YTO JlaHWA3Jb HE HMMEET
HUKAKOro NMpeACTaBJICHUs O TOM, KaKasg B HEM CKpbITa CHUJIA.

— Thl MOMHMUIB, YTO MPOU3OLLIO C TOOOM A0 ITOr0?

— IlpubnusutensHo. — [laHuAp Hayajla BCIIOMHUHATh: — bbbl
CWJIbHBIM BE€TEp U  HEMNpEeKpallawluecs yAapbl, IOTOM
KpOMEIIIHas ThMa.

— Tbl noHsANa, YTO THI BUIEA?

— Ja. X0Ts HENOHATHO, KaK BETEP MOT CAEJaTh CO MHOH TaKoe.

3ak CHoBa B3ss1 JlaHWAJib 3a PyKy, U OHM ONATH MOOEXKaIu
Kyaa-to. OHM Oexanu 10 TeX, Nnoka /[aHu3Jib HE yBHIENA ellle
OJIHY [IBEPB, HA 3TOT pa3 ropas3o 0osee MaCCUBHYIO, YEM MEpPBas.
3ak MOBTOPHJI CBOM XECT, U 3Ta IBEPh OTBOPHJACH C TOH XKe
JIETKOCTbIO, XOTd Obl1a ropazao Tskejaed. HakoHen, OoHH
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BbIOEXkanu W3 3aMka. JlaHW?1b He MOBEpWIa CBOUM [Jla3am.
[To3anu He€ BO3BbILIAJICA OTPOMHBIM 3aMOK, a BNEpeId Tpomna H
BOPOTa, BOKPYT TPOMbl PaCCTHIAJICS 3€JIEHBIN JIYT, OH MOKa3aJics
el OeckoHeuHbIM. Branu Ha ropuzoHTe BuAHescs Jiec. Ha nyry
MIrpajid J€THU, OHA YBHUJEJA UX PaJOCTHbIEC JMUA U YJIBIOHYJACH,
el MoKa3ajoCh, YTO HMX YYBCTBO PAJOCTH HAMOJHUIO U €€
cepaue. OHa 3aMeTWia MaJjibudKa, KOTOPOro Jpyrue JeTH
pacKkauyuBaJid Ha KauessX, MPUBS3aHHBIX K JepeBy. MajbuuK, C
CEPOBAaTbIM OTTEHOM KOXH, OJETHIA MO-IEPEBEHCKH, OMYCTHJI
rojJoBy M CMOTpesl Ha CBOM Oocble HOrW. [laHusnp oOpatmia
BHUMAaHHUE Ha €ro 3aO0CTPEHHbIE YUK H CBETJbIE, MOYTH
OecuBeTHbI€, MJIMHHBIE  BOJIOCHI, NpHUKpbIBaBlIME wIet0. OH
COBCEM HE€ ObLI MOXOX Ha APYrux AeTed U mokazancs JaHu3mb
NpULIEJbUEM U3 APYroro MUpa.

— OcraHoBuch! — BockiMkHYyJa JlaHuane. — 3ak! OcTaHOBHUCH,
ceryac xe!

%wé’a 4

3ak octaHoBHJICA. OH TOXKE MOCMOTPEJT HA MAJTbYHKA.
— Ot10 Knayna, ceii Kpuctamiel, — 0OBsCHWI OH.
— CbiH Kpuctanne?! Toraa... rae cama Kpuctanna?
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3aK noxas nje4yaMH.

JlaHW3J1b OnycCTHIA TOJIOBY M YBHJENA CBOK HCNAYKaHHYHO
nuxamy — ¢yT00JKky ¥ wopThl. OHa HanpaBWJIACh B CTOPOHY
MaJibYHKa. 3aK Noues 3a Heu.

Knayn naBHO 4yBcTBOBasn ce€0si ONMHOKHM, HO HUKTO HHU pasy
HE YIOCYXHJICSA NOAONUTH U NOTOBOPHTH C HUM.

— 3apaBcTBYy#! — mnpuBeTIMBO cKa3asia eMmy JlaHuanb. — Sl
Jauwdne. A T1eba 30ByT Knayn? Ter ceiH  Kpuctasnier?
[1IpaBunbHO?

Knayn Huyero He OTBETWJ, MOJHSJI TOJIOBY M BHUMATEIBHO
nocMotpen Ha JlaHudib. Y Hero OblIM  MeYallbHbIE
OnieIHOroJ1yOble M MpO3payHbIe, KaK JIbIMHKH, IJia3a.

— JlaBay 3HaKOMHUTBCs1! — € yJIBIOKOM CKa3ajia OHa.

3aK U 3Jib( yJIUBJIEHHO MOCMOTPEJH Ha HEE.

Ceuyac He epems 0as 3Hakomcms. H kozoa smo oHa ycnena
cmameo makotl npueemaueoli? — noayman 3aK U cKazajl BCIyX. —
Y Hac Mano BpeMeHH!

— Hy uto, Knaya? Paccka3ssiBait. Thl gemb KOro-1o?

Dnbd rIsHYJ Ha JlaHUAJIb, TJ1a3a €ro paJloCTHO 3aCBETHJIMCH U
CTaJIU IpKO- ronyosIiMU. OH B35 JJaHH37b 3a PYKY.

— Xay Pas! — ycapimana oHa ero HEXHbIH roJ10cC.

3ak B310XHYJ. OH ayman O TOM, YTO y HHX COBCEM Malio
BPEMEHHU, HYXXHO YCNETh JI0 TOro, KaK €ro crapmui opart ek
HE pa3pyLUUT BCE HAa CBOEM IYTH, paad TOro, 4roObl HANUTH
yepHOro JnpakoHa. Ckopee BCero, UMEHHO IMO3TOMY J[aHHUAJIb
BHUJIEJIa BO CHE npopouuly. OHa siBUJach, YTOOBI NMPEAYNPEOUTD
e€ 00 ONaCHOCTH.

— K10 310 P3i1? — rosioc JlaHuaJib npepBa €ro MbICIIH.

— P»3#i — mo#i npyr. OH Miaauie MeHs, — oTBeTU Knaya.

— M OH 0IMH U3 CaMBIX CWIBHBIX COBETHHUKOB KOpPOJIEBCTBA, —
no0aBui 3akx.

Knayn ynplOHycs emy B NepBbIH pa3 3a BCE 3TO BpeMs.

— Tak 3To Ha camoM aene OHA? — HepelIUTENbHO CIPOCHI
Knay .

— MoxerT ObITh "ma", a MoXxeT ObITE "HeT".
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Janua1p He moHsuia otBeT 3aka. Ho, Buaumo, Kinayn noHsa u
CHOBA YJILIOHYJICS.

— Knayna! — nocabliancs ronoc. Jlanuaiib yBUaea Majab4yuKa ¢
TEMHBIMH BOJIOCAMH U KapUMH rjla3aMH, B JUIMHHOW MaHTHU H B
OrpoMHON 3eneHod uuiAne. Ero poct ObUT NMPUMEPHO METP
JIBaalaTh, 3€JieHagd MaHTHs YKpblBaja €ro ¢ TOJIOBbI A0 IAT.
bnaromapsi orpoMHOM uuLIANE, OH Ka3ajics 4yTh Bbilie. MaHTHA
Obula YyKpallleHa 30JI0YE€HBIM Y30pOM, CHUMBOJIU3UPYIOLLUM
Koponeckyto Bnacte. C mepBoro xe B3rjsga ObulO SICHO, YTO
3TO HE MPOCTO MaJIbUHMK, @ OUEHb BaXKHAs MEPCOHA.

— Pai! — yneiOHyncs Knaya.

— 2710 W ecThb P3i1? — cnpocuna JlaHuab.

— OH, CcOOCTBEHHOH TMEpPCOHOHM, YyBaxkaemasi CMeEpTHas, —
oTBeTU P3M.

Hanuane paccepaunacb. — Iloyemy BBl BC€ MEHs Tak
Ha3bIBaeTe? Y MeHS €CTh UMS — JJaHHAIb.

— D710 ceiyac HeBaXHO! Tebs xayT. Thl 10KHA CMIEMIUTh. —
['1a3za P35 ObLIM HE NO-AETCKU CEPHE3HBIMHU.

— MeHsa xayT? — yauBuWiace JlaHU3Jb, — O YE€M 3TO ThI
ropopuiib? K10 MeHs xnaet?

— 3ak, pa3Be Tbl HE paccka3sai el? — crpocui Pau.

— He pacckazan o yeM? — nepebuna JJaHu3b.

— XoTen paccka3aTh Mo JOpore, HO OHa pellinjia OCTAaHOBHUThLCH,

— onpaBaajicsa 3ak.

— Ilpuino Bpems B34Tb Ha ce0s1 OTBETCTBEHHOCTD 3a JIPYrHX,
3aK, — ynpekHyn 3aka BCTpeBOXKEHHbIM Pei. — Tol momken
cnewiute B XpaM, Mare npuexana. OHa HaXoAWTCA 31€Ch, B
KOPOJIEBCTBE.

— Yto BoOOLIE NMpoucx0oauT? 3aK, Thl MOXKELIb MHE OOBSICHUTD?
Kakas matb npuexana? Uss oHa mama?

— Ecnu Mate npuexana, HaM HaJlo CMEIUTh. — 3aK CHOBA B3I
JaHusnb 3a pyKy, H OHH MOOEKAJH.

PaccrosiHue Obl10 HEeOOJNBLIMM, HO JlaHMAJIb Ka3aJoCh, YTO HUX
OerotHs nanuinack BeyHocTh. E& myrana HescHocts. IMouemy 3ak
HE MOT €l TOJIKOBO BCE pacckKa3aTh, KTO 3Ta "Martp"?
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OHu npubau3suauce kK XpaMy. OH nokasancs [JaHu3nb odeHb
0O0JIbLLIMM U BEJIMYECTBEHHBbIM. 3aK B3s1J1 €€ pYKH B CBOM.

— Tenepb BCE 3aBUCHUT OT TeOS.

— Ot meHsa? UYro ot MeHs 3aBUCUT? — JlaHM3JIb BCE MEHBIIE
MOHUMAaJIa, YTO MPOUCXOHT.

— [Iloka s npuHL, s HE WMer MpaBa BMemuBaThcs. Eciu ¢

TOOOM YTO-TO CJAYYHMTCS, I HE CMOTry MOMO4Yb, — C TPEBOrOH B
rojoce ckazan 3ak. — Ho s Bepto B T€0s, Bepto, UTo T€OE 3TO
yAacTcsl.

JlaHus1b nokpacHena. Euie HUKTO U3 MapHEH HE TOBOPUJI C HEH
Tak. 1 MeHblIe BCEro oxuaajaa OHAa YCIbILLIATh TAKUE CJI0Ba OT
3aka. JlaHW3Jb BAPYTr MOHSIA, YTO OH BCEM CEPJILIEM JOBEPSET
eu.

— S He 3HaO, MOYEMY s OYYTHJIACH 3[ECh, HO YYBCTBYIO, UTO
BCE 3TO HE ClIy4yanHo. A yBepeHa.

JIuuo JlaHudib  CTAlO CEPbE3HBIM, OHA MNEpBas MoAoUlIa K
nBepu XpaMa U pacnaxHyiaa e€. Ha Hee BHOBbL omycTuiach
KpOMEllIHas TbMa. 3aK OCTalicid XAaTh €€ cHapyxu. Ho kTo-To
3aKpbLI 32 HEW ABEpb. [JJaHU3/Ib HUYETO HE BUEIIA B TEMHOTE.

— Hu-31b! — ycublliana OHa HEXKHBIA XKEHCKHUI TOJIOC.

BcnbixHys1 sipkvi CBET M ocienui ria3a JJanuane. OHa crosina
Nocpeau OrpoMHOro 3asna. JlpeBHue cCBOAbl ObLIM YKpaLICHBI
opHameHTOM. Ha cTeHax BHoJjib Bcero 3ajga BHCEJIH OTPOMHBIE
noptpetsl. Ha noTosike Haa CTOJIOM ropesid spKUue XpycCTalbHbIE
MOCTPbl. JITMHHBIA CTOJ M HECKOJIBKO JIEPEBSIHHBIX, OOMTBIX
JIOpPOroii TKaHbIO, CTYJIbEB CTOSJIM B LIEHTpE 3ana. Bozne Hux
BO3BBILLIAJIMCh (PUIypbl B 3€JE€HBIX MAHTHUAX, IMOXOXHUX Ha
MaHTHIO P»34. ['0JioBBI MIOJEH, CTOSAIIMX BO3Jie CTOJIa, ObUIH
HaKpbIThl KanmomoHamMu. HM3-3a kamomwoHoB JlaHU3JIb HE cMOIUIa
pasrjisAeTh UX JIMLA.

[lepen JlaHu»1b BO3HMKIIA IOHAsi KpacaBULla BBICOKOTO pOCTa, C
JJIMHHBIMH  CBETJILIMH BOJIOCAMH, MOXO0Xas Ha TOI-MOJIEJb C
00JI0)KKH MOJHOro >XypHasna. [laHuayb cpa3dy »xe oOpaTuia
BHUMAaHHE Ha €€ 3a0CTPEHHBIC YIIM U royOble, Mpo3payHble, KakK
nén, rnaza. OHa Obu1a 35bdoM, kak Knaya u Kpucrtanna.

42



— Dnpd? — Hdanudnp nogouuia k Hed nobmmxke. Kpacusas
JeBylIKa KUBHYJIa. OT Hee MOBEsJIo 3aMaxoM po3s.

— Tbl 3Ha€IBb, TOYEMY ThI 34€CH? — CIIPOCHIIA OHA.

— YecTHO TOBOpsi, TMOHATHA HE HUMEKW. S COBEpPLIEHHO
3alyTalach U HE 3HAIO, JOJIXKHA JIK s1 BOOOILE HAXOIMUTHCS 31€ECh.
KTo BBI?

— S — Marts. Thl cablluana 4yTo-HUOY b 000 MHE?

— Hert. Huuero He chblilana.

— [IlonstHo. Bce oOHM, KOro Tbl BHAENA, COBETHHUKH
KOpOJIEBCTBA AJIbJKEHAA, MO JBa NMPEACTaBUTEIS OT KaXKJA0ro u3
€€ KHSXKECTB, MU CTApPLIMA COBETHHUK, OOJaJarOlIMid BBICLLIECH
BJIACTHIO.

— A... Torma... s 34€Ch nMpuUYeM? — HEYBEPEHHO CIPOCHJIA
JlaHHU3JIb.

— Cka3aHo, YTO TOJIBKO HOCUTEJIM YEPHOIo XeMuyra o0saaaoT
CHJIOH, CTOCOOHOM O0CBOOOANTH OYEHb BaXKHOTO [IJISI HAC YEPHOTO
JpaKOHa, Mbl BEPHWJIH, YTO XPAHUTEJIb KEMUYra >KHUB, HO Mbl HE
HalllIU €ro B HAlIEM MHUpPE, U TMOITOMY MEpeAAIH KEMUYT
npodeccopy Kpucrodepy, koropslii yHec ero B TBoi mup. U,
KaXXEeTCsl, )KEMUYT BbIOpas T€Os.

— S nymana... s nymaro... Ho kak npodeccop Kpucrodep
nona’j croga? — OCTOPOXHO crnipocuia [[aHuae.

— C nomouwrsto 3epkana. Kpucrodpep pacckazan HaM, 4YTO
JIyHHO€ 3aTMEHHME TaK MOBJIUAJIO HAa YyBCTBUTEIBLHOCTH 3€pKalia,
4YTO OHO CMOIJIO OTIIPaBUTh €ro Craa, — 00bIACHUIA MaThb.

— XopollIo, a KaKk MOXKHO BEPHYThCS OTCIOJ1a 0OpaTHO?

— ToBopAT, 4yTO 3TO OYyj€T BO3MOXHO TOJILKO TOrJa, Korjaa
TBOW MHMP CaM MO30BET T€Os 00paTHO.

JlaHu371b 3a1yManach, a 3aT€M CIIPOCHIIA:

— Yro s nomkHa caenatsb?

— B crtpaHe, koTOpo# paHblie npaBuiia KoposeBa KpuCTHH,
YEPHBbIH >KeMUyr ObUT OCHOBHBIM CpPEICTBOM [UJIsi CO3IdaHHUS
PaBHOBECHSI H COXpAaHEHUsT MHUpa BO BCE€H AJIBIKEHIE.
XpaHuTens keMmuyra, a 3HauMT, Thl, JlaHH3JIb, JOJDKHA HANTH
cnocod ocBoboauth YepHoro [[pakoHa, He TMOBpPEIUB MPH STOM
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XKEMUYT, JI0 TOr0, KaK KOpOJib 1IEMOHOB HaMAeT T€Osl U IPUHECET
HallEMY MHUpPY pa3pylLI€HUS U XXEPTBbI, IPYTHUMH CJIOBAMH — JUIA
Hac HACTYNMUT KOHELl CBE€Ta M HACTynuT 3pa TeMbl. — Matsb
3aMoJiyalia, OyaTo npeacraBuiia cede KOHEl CBETa.

— UYepubiii JlpakoH Obln  cOpsiTaH  OTLIAMH-OCHOBATEJISIMU
KoponeBckoii Brnactu. BouHbl AJnbIXKEHIbl HE MOIJIM HAUTH
HUYEro, KpOME KpOBHU U pa3pylieHUU. [0 3a roqoM Mbl UCKaU
"XpaHuTens'", 1 BOT HUTKA )KEMUYra caMa MpuBeJia T€0s K HaM.

— CexkyHaouky! M Tbl Xouellb CKa3aTb, YTO s OAHA JOJDKHA
CMACTH BCE KOPOJIEBCTBO AJIbKEHAA? — C UDOHUYHON YCMEUIKOM
cnpocuna JlaHHU3b.

— Jla! — cepbe3Ho oTBeTHJIa MaTh.

Januap 3aapoxana oT yxkaca. Kak takoe Bo3M0xHO? OHa C
TPYAOM MOIJIa CIHPAaBUTBCA C COOCTBEHHBIMH MIJIAJILLIMMH
OpaTUKOM U cecTpu4koi. Euie Buepa komajach B KJIaJOBKE B
Bewlax Asad ['eHpu u Tak 3a 310 nmomjatuiack? OHa CBOUMH
pyKaMH JOJIKHA CIacTU MHUP OT KOpPOJISi JAEMOHOB, KOTOPBIH
XKaXKJIeT pa3pyLUUTh BCE 1O OCHOBAHHUS?

— TOro He MOXeT ObITh! — JlaHM3JIb OTHIpsIHYJ1a Ha3aad. — Posib
CMIAaCUTEJIsI COBCEM HE ISl MeHs. Takasi poJib OosiblIE€ MOAXOAUT
KOMY-TO, KTO...

— Thl ce0s1 HeQOOLIEHUBAECIIb, AEBOYKA! — pa3aascs CTapuyeCKUM
roJjioc. 1o 6p11a Mapsbs Jlu.

JlaHu3JIb OTOJIBHHYJIACh HA HECKOJIBKO maroB. Euie Buepa oHa
Obls1a B KPYI'y CBOE€H CEMBbH, XOTS M CUUTalIa ce€0s OJAMHOKOH, a
CEeroHs OOBABIAIOT, YTO OHA CIACHUTEJb MHUpA, WJIM YTO-TO B
3TOM pPOJE.

— MHe o4eHb XKaJb, HO I HE CMOT'Y IOMOYb BaM! — B €€ riazax
ObLI CTpax.

— INocnywai, Jlu-31s! Bnactu TeMbl, 101 NpeaBOANTEILCTBOM
MX TMPUHLA, BOT yXK€ NATHAAUATH JIET pa3pylialOT AJbKEHAY B
nouckax apakoHa. Ho, eciau Tl cyMeewb caenaTh 3TO pPaHbLIE
HX, Thl HE TOJILKO BEpPHEWIbCS K ceOe NOMOM, Thl €€ craceulb
Haw MUp. OOewaro, 4To ¢ TOOOM HUYEro He ciayduTcs. Tebe
HY>KHO TOJIbKO OTBICKaThb JpakoHa. Bot u Bc€. — MenyeHHo
NpoOroBopuJia cTapyxa, O4EBHIHO, CAMA HE BEPs CBOUM CJIOBaM.
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— He rosopu tak, Mapesia! He roBopu cJioB, OT KOTOpbIX TeOe
3aBTpa MPHUIETCA OTKa3aTbCi, — BO3pa3ujia Matb U CTpPOro
MOCMOTpEJIa Ha CTapyXy.

— Hu-316! 5l TOYHO HE 3HAK, KaK 3TO TMPOHU3OLLIO, HO Tbl
BHUJEJIa BO CHE MpOpoYHly, nmpaBaa? — crnpocuyia Mars.

JIaHW3J1b YTBEPAUTEIbHO KUBHYIA.

— Ilpopounuia Benaet Bceit AnbmxkeHaon, 1 CeetoM U TeMoil.
OHa — uT 3Toro Mupa. M TOT, KTO BHUIMT BO CHE MPOPOKA, TOT
HeMpeMeHHO yMpeT. Sl He XoTejia roBOpUTh Tede 3TOoro, Iu-3ib.
Thl HE CMOXK€ELIb BEPHYTHCS 1OMOM, Thl YMpPEIb, MIOCJIE TOr'O, KaK
0ocBOOOIHILIb ApakOoHa. MHe o4eHb Xajb, HO 1 00si3aHa Tebe ITO
CKa3aThb.

JlaHu371b HEe MorJia MOBEpUTH CJI0BaM MaTtepu. 310 Henpasa.
OHa ewue Tak Mosozaa, 4ytoObl ymMmupats. OHa HE MOrJia MOHSATH 10
KOHLIA CMbICJIa CKa3aHHOT 0, HO NMOHUMAaJIa, 4TO BbIOOpa HeT. OHa
YMPET, U HUKTO HE CMOXET €€ CITacTH.

[Tocne nonrux kosedanuit JJaHuane crnpocunia:

— Tsl MOXEIb OOBSICHUTL MHE TIpEICKa3aHUe?

— IIpencka3aHue rjiacut, 4YTO YEPHbBIN XKEMUYT MPUBEAET BOUHA
M3 JIpyroro MHpa, KOTOpbId TMPHUHECET OCBOOOXIECHHE OT 3Ja
3ToMy MuUpy. Hu-3ib! Thl npumia croga He ciaydaHo. Thl U
TOJILKO Thl MOXEUIb HW30aBUTh HAaC OT HEJIENOW BOHHBI MEXIY
OpaThsiMH, — OTBETUJIAa € MaThb.

— S ocBoboauTENL? — OHA MOCMOTpeEa Ha CBOU pykH. — Kak
Takoe BO3MOXXHO? Kak Tbl MOXelllb ObITh B 3TOM yBEpEHa?

— Ouensp npocto. Ha crniuHe y xpaHUTENs JODKEH OBITh 3HAK —
napa KpbLIbEB.

— Yro euie 3a 3HaK?

— A Tbl pa3Be He Buaea?

JlaHW3J1b OTpHULIATEJIBHO MOKaYaJia roJIOBOM.

— Xopouo. S nokaxy Teode.

Marte npotsHyna pyky W NpolIenTaga KaKHe-TO HETMOHATHBIE
cioBa. Yepe3d cekyHay nepen miazaMud JlaHu3ib TMOSIBUIOCH
3epkasio. OHa yBuzena OMHTBHI HA TOJIOBE M pyKax M cTajna
CHHMAThb UX, TAK KaK y>K€ HE YyBCTBOBaJIa OOJIH.
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— JT0 1, — noxa”na njedyamMu JlaHu3nab, — U 1 HU KanejabKH He
M3MEHUIACh.

JlaHuaJib npoaosikaia pasrisiabiBaTh ce0s B 3epkaine. YepHas
yesika BCE TAK K€ Majasjia Ha JioO, ciierka MpUKpbiBasi ronyosbie
ria3a. Ho ot niieya cTpyusicst CTpaHHBIN CBET.

— Y10 3T0? — OHA MOBEpHYJach OOKOM, YTOObI PacCMOTPETH B
3epKajie CBOK CNHUHY. YUTO-TO 4YepHOE MPOCBEUYUBAIO CKBO3b
dbyTOonky. JlaHu3nbp npunoaHssa ¢yTOonKy M pasrisaena
YEpHbIM 3HAK, IMOXOXWUH Ha Mapy KpbUIbEB, U MEXAY HUMH
CTPaHHBIN y30p.

— Yto 310, TaTyHpoOBKa?

OHa xoTena CpOCUTh €LlE YTO-TO Y MaTepu, HO HEOXKHUJAHHO
Henojaaeky oT Xpama pasjajicsi B3pbIB. 3aT€EM OHa yCJIbllaJia
CTPALIHbIN LIYM.

— Yro 310 OBLJIO? — € UCMIYTOM BOCKJIMKHYJIa JlaHUAJIb.

Mate wucnyranacb He MeHbuie. JlaHudnb orisaenacs. Bcee
COBETHHUKH, KpPOME€ OJHOro, Kyaa-to ucuesnd. HaBepHoe, 3T0
rJIaBHBIM MpPaBUTENb KOPOJIEBCTBA, MpHUlLIa K BbIBOAY JlaHHUAb.
OHa mno4YyBCTBOBajla Ha ce0€ €ro HCNbITHIBAIOLIMNA B3IJISIL.
Mypaliiku no6exasnu no CnuHe.

— Yro cayuunocs, Matb? Yto 3TO 3a B3phIB? — CcHpocuja
JlaHu371b, NbITasicb YBUAETH JIULO TJIABHOTO MMPAaBUTEJNS, HO €ro
3aKpbIBaJl KaMOUIOH.

CHoBa pazpanuch B3pbiBbl. Cepaue [laHu3Jib CUIBHO OMIIOCK.
Eii ObL710 TsKeNO ApllaTh, OHAa Oosinack. [JlaBHBIM NMpaBUTEND
3aMETUJT 3TO U nojoues K Hel. OH B3sJ1 €€ 3a pyKy.

— He Ooiics, XxpaHuTeNb )KeMuyra, — YcJibllliajla OHa 3HAKOMBIH
rojioc. — 5l He nam TeOs B 00Uy .

OHa BcéE ellle He BHJEJA €ro JiMla, HO €l MOoKa3aaocCh, YTO 3TO
MOXHUJION MY>XYHUHA.

— Tbl KTO? — NOUHTEpECcOBanach JlaHU3JIb.

— Moxelb 3BaTb MEHSI "MPOBOJAHUK", — HEYBEPEHHO OTBETHII
OH. SICHO ObLJI0, UTO OH HE XOYET HA3bIBATh CBOE UMS.

— [IpoBoanuk?.. CtpaHHO!.. A mo4YeMy Thl CKpbIBa€lllb OT MEHSA
cBoe ulo? CtecHaeubcs?
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— Her, xpanutens! 5l He cTecHsIOCh, HO Jydlle TeOe Moka He
BHJIETh MOETO JIMLIA.
— Ilouemy? A He ucnyrarochb. He nymai, 4to s Oyay cMmesThbes

HaJ TOOOH.

— Sl He nyMmar, 4to Tl Oyaewlb HaJ0 MHON CMEATHCH.
Hanpotus, s nokaxxycb Te0€ 10BOJIBHO CUMITATHYHBIM.

— HHtepecHo! OTKya Thl 3Ha€llb, YTO MHE MOKAXeETCA? — TyT
€€ JII0OONBITCTBO B351JI0 BEPX HaJ CTPAXOM.

— Hy, eciu Thl Tak HacTauBaellb, i OTKPOK CBOE JIMILIO.
"[IpoBOAHUK" OMYCTHJI KaMOWOH. J[aHHU3JIb HE MOBEpUIa CBOUM
rjiazam, 3To ObIJ1 BOBCE HE MOXKHUJIOW YEJIOBEK, a IOHOILLA, U OHA
3Hasa ero uMs. 1o ObLI 3aK.

— 3ak?! — pagocTHO BOCKIMKHYJa J[laHudnb. — Tak Thl
MPOBOJHHUK, @ BOBCE HE MPUHLI U HE KOPOJIb?!

3ak yablOHYJICA. — S MPHUHL, U B TO € BPEMs SABJISAIOCH IJ1aBOM
CoBeTa KOpOJIEBCTBA.

— Jlopa 3ak! — npepBasia ero Martb. — YBeau €€ orcrona!l — oHa,
BUIUMO, TIOHSJIa, KTO CTOMT 3a HENpeKpallaroLIUMHUCS
B3pbIBAMHU, 3BYYALLIUMH YK€ COBCEM OJIU3KO.

— 2T0 OH, mpaBaa? — cnpocui 3ak He 0e3 ucnyra.

— Kt10? — cTpax cHoBa oxBatui aHuanb. Ymo um ecert HyxHcHO
om mena? Heyacenu onu xomsim, umobwul s 3awyumuia coboll
yenoe Kopoarescmeo, Hauwiia um opakona? A donaxcna ymepemsn, —
C y>KacoM nojayMajia OHa.

XyTkui peB pasnaiics 3a IBEpblO... JIBEph camMa COpBAIACH C
neTeyib M MnoJjieTesia B CTOpOHY [laHW3jb, CWIIBHO yJapuiia €€ U
OoTOpOCHJIa HA HECKOJIbKO METPOB Ha3al. 3aK Moa0e asl K HeH.

— Te1 B nopsake?

— W Tb1 Ha3pIBaewb 3TO NopsigkoM? Y Bac TYT JIIOAM HE KakK
JHOM, a IBEPU CaMHU HamajaroT Ha JiloJael! — cepauTo oTpe3ana
JlaHH3J1b.

— Celiuac He BpeMs XXaJIOBaThCs, — TaK )K€ Pe3KO OTBETHJI €
3ak.

— Tsl xouenb ckazaTh, 4TO S XKATYHOCh?
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— I'me oHa? — nocibllIajCs HU3KHM MYXKCKOU rosioc. B 3an
BOLLIEJI KPaCUBBIM MOJIOJON MY>KYHHA.

— Moii Opat! — cepauTo cka3an 3ak.

Ero cnoBa nopa3uiu JlaHuasp euie cuibHe. OHa HE MOBEpHUJIA
ceouM ywaM. Ecau 3to Opar 3aka, 3aueM OH aTaKyeT €ro
KOPOJIEBCTBO?

%a&z 51

— OH TBOM Opat? — nepecnpocuia JlaHusJb.

— la. Mo# cpeanuit opat xek! OH HaXOAUTCS BO BJIAJECHUAX
KpacHoro JlpakoHa, U OH X€ TIpPHHU TbMbl B KHSXKECTBE
JapkHec. A Mo# crapuuid Opatr Ban u3 BnageHuit ['onyboro
JlpakoHa MpaBUT KHXKECTBOM JKCKAIHOYP.

— Dkckanuoyp? dpakonsl? I'ne Bce 3TH BinageHus?

— B Anpmxkenzae. 31eCh TpU KHSXKECTBA: JKCKAIHMOYp — MbI B
HEeM celyac Haxoaumcs, JlapkHec — UM npaBUT Mo Opat J[xek,
1 CeTHpHs — KOPOJIEBCTBO 3J1b(POB H BOJIIEOHBIX CYLIECTB.

Ilouemy oce bpambst He Opyacam mexncoy cobou? Yezeo xce um
He docmaem 6 3MOM NPEeKPACHOM CKA304YHOM Kopoaescmee? H
novemy 6 CKA3Kax camwvle Kpacusble U Kpymvle NapHU
OKA3bl8AIOMCA NAOXUMU? — TIPOMEJIBKHYJIO B roJioBe y JlaHU3b.

— Yrto Tebe 3mecy HyxHO? — cnpocuna Mare y Jlkxeka u
MPHUHIIA 103y, TOTOBYIO K CPAXKEHHUIO.

— Xo04y TMO3HAaKOMHUTBCA C HAIIUM XPAHUTEJEM YEPHOIO
YKeM4yra, — OTBETHJI IIPUHIL U Becesio 100aBuil: — Thl )K€ 3HAElb,
KaK s JII0OJII0 pasriisaabiBaTb CBOUX JXEPTB MEpPEl TEM, Kak
YHHUUTOXHTb. Thl yMpeLIb, KpacoTKa!

JlaHH3)1b HE ycresia OTBETUTh, KaK 3aK OBICTPO CXBaTHJ €€ 3a
PYKY U MOTSIHYJI 3a COOOi B JaJIbHUI KOHEL 3aJa.

[TpuHu pacxoxotancs. Ero 3100HbIH CMeX HaJl UCITyTaBLIMMMCS

MaaamudM OpaToM W JlaHHAJb pa3HeEcCs 3XOM IO BCEMY 3aiy.
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3aTeM CMEX MPEBPATUIICS B PEB, MPEABEIIAIOUIMA HAYaJ0 OUTBHI.
OH NpOTSAHYJ K HUM pyKH: — BaM He yaacrtcs coexaTb oT MeHs!

BcnbixHyno TeMHoe njiams. OHO ObLIO HampaBJIEHO B CTOPOHY
JlaHu371b. J[)KeK MbITaJICA HAHECTH €U yaap.

— JlaHu3sb! — KpUKHYJ 3aK NEpel TEM, KAK OHU MOOEKaIH K
noTaHOM ABepy XpaMa. Y»kac OBJaJel €1, HO OHa YIUBHJIACH,
Korgqa 3aK NOAXBaTWI €€, BBITAHYJ BIEped pPYKy, H SAPKHUH
CBETJIbIM JIy4 3aCTPYHJICSA U3 €ro JiaJoHU. Ha HECKOJIbKO CEKyH[
OHH MOJHSAJIUCH B BO3yX. 3aCJIOHUB co00# J[aHW3/1b, OH He Aan
TEMHOMY TJIAMEHH yIAapHUTh IO HEM.

— Kak 310 Tebe ynaercs? — enBa MpollienTtaga HU3yMJICHHas
JlaHH3JIb.

3ak nmpoJo/Kal CMOTPETh HAa OpaTa, TOT yJblOanCs, XOTAd U HE
CMOT JI0OCTHYb CBOEH LIEJIH.

— Jxkek, TeOe 3anpeleHo ABIAThCA croaa! — BMeuanac) Matb.
E€ pyku ObLIM BBITSIHYThI M TOXKE HU3JIyYQJIH IPKUHA U MPEKPaCHbIN
CBET, MOXO0XXHH Ha CUSIHHUE 3BE3I.

— Bo3sBpaluaiicsa Tyaa, oTKyia npuuesn, — nooaBuiaa Mare.

3aK, HAXOAUBUIHUKCA HECKOJIBKO CEKYHJ B BO3JyX€, OMYCTHJICS
Ha noJi. OH Bce eule ep)kajl Ha pyKax UCNyraHHyto JlaHU3b.

3aK rsiHyJ1 Ha Mate. bbljio sicHO, 4TO celdac pa3pa3uTcsi OOM.

— 3ak! — npouwenTtana JlaHu3Jib, — OTIYCTH MEHS.

— A1 ve Mory! He ceituac! Eciu s oTnyuny, oH T€0s1 YHUUTOXMT.

YT0-TO mEepeMEHUIOCh B HEM, celiyac OH He ObLJ MOXO0X Ha
TOr0O HAJIMEHHOro 3aka, KOTOpOMY BCE€ JIOJDKHBI OBbLIH
KJIAHATBCS,, TOJIBKO IOTOMY, YTO OH MOXET CTaThb KOPOJIEM.
Celyac OH Ka3ajics eil repoeMm, roToBbIM MOOEIUTH CTapIIEro
Opata M 3alIUTHTH €€, MOKa elle He CMOCOOHYI CpaXkaThCs W
noOex1aTh.

— A 31eck no omMbOKe, OTNYCTH MeHS, 3aK!

— He Mory! — 3ak nocMoTpen Ha Matb U Opocuiics K MOTaiHOM
ABepH. [laHW3ib mpuxkanacb K HeMy. Bcé&, 4yTo mpoucxoauiio
ceHYac ¢ HeH, Ka3aJloch €l HepeaJibHbIM, HO B TO )K€ BpEMS TYT
Ha CaMOM JeJie MaxJjio CMEPTHIO.
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3aKk M4Yajcs C HEH Ha pyKaxX K MOTaMHOW JIBEPH, MOCTOSHHO
oryisaabiBasch Hazaln. Hakoneu, oH BbiOexan u3 Xpama, B
KOTOPOM OCTaBaJIMCh MaTh U npUHIL [>KeEK.

JlaHu371b CHOBA CTajla KpU4aTh Ha 3aka:

— OcCTaHOBHCH, 3aK, OTIIYCTH MeHs! YMoJIsO0!

Ho 3ak kak OyaTo He cibllial €€ U MYajcCs, HEMOHIATHO KyJa.
OHM BHOBb OKa3ajJuChb Ha TOM CaMOM MOJI€, TJ€ €Ule HEJAaBHO
urpajiu Aetu. Tenepb TaM HUKOrO He ObLIO.

JlaHu371p Hayajsa OTOMBATbCS, MBITACh BBICBOOOAUTHLCS W3
€ro pyk.

— 3ak! Tl uTo0, He cnbiKub? OTnycTH MeHsa! Otnyctu! 3ak!

Ho 3ak npopomkan OexaTb, OH IMepeseTesl 4epe3 poOB,
pa3aessiBIIMK ropoJ U mnoJie. BApyr OoH BCKpUKHYJI, Ka3aJloCh, OT
yaapa B CIIMHY. 3aK ynaj Ha 3€MJII0 U CTYKHYJICS O CTBOJI A€PEBa.
Janu3np ynana BMecTe ¢ HUM U Toxe yumubnacb. Krto-To
M3JajeKa BbIYCTUJ CTPeJly C OCTPbIM HAKOHEYHUKOM W BCaIuJI
B cnuMHy 3aka. JTo Obu1 BouMH M3 YepHoit ['Bapauu npuHLa
JIxeka.

— 3ak! — Jlanuaap noanonsna k Hemy. Ceituac e€ cTpax Obu1 B
THICSYY pa3 CUJIbHEE MPEKHETO.

— [locnywai! Tel... Tl gomkHa OexaTb, — wenran 3ak,
TSKEJIO JbIlIA, — €CJIM Thl... HE CyME€lIb CKPBbITbCA, BCE MOH
NOMBITKH CMACTH T€Os... OyayT HanpacHel. — OT ygapa y HEro
NOTEMHEJIO B Ijla3ax, BCE MJbLIO, KaK B TYMaHE.

— A 11?7 YUTO THI OyAeub 371€ch aenatb? OHM HAYT CrOJA.

— He nyman 060 mHe, JlaHu3mb... O6eru... bern orcroaa... noka
He no3aHo0. OHU yxe OJIU3KO...

— 51 He Mory ocTaBUTBH TeOs 34€Chb OJHOrO, — MpoLIenTasna
JlaHu371b CKBO3b CJie3bl. — Hy>XHO BBITALLUTH CTPETY...

3aK YAMBJICHHO TIJIIHYJ]l Ha Hee. [[aHud3nap [EHCTBUTENIBHO
OEeCnOKOHUTCA O HeM, WiIH OouTcsi octatbcsa oaHa? B aroOoMm
cjlyyae, ero rnopajoBajo €€ KeJlaHue NoMoyb, a He YOexaTb.

OH kuBHYJ. — Jla, BbITAIM, NONPOOYH...

— 2710 OyAeT 00JIBHO.

— Cnacu60, 4yTO HaNMOMHHIJIA.
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— M3BUHMH. — J|aHH3JIb KPENKO YXBAaTHUJIACh 3a CTPEJly U cAeJiaia
rayOoOKHiil BIOX. 3aK Hanpsrcs.

— I'oToB? — cnipocuJia OHa U C CHJION MOTsAHYJIAa CTpeJy k cede.
3ak BCKpukHyJ. Ctpena Obuna yxe B pykax J[laHusnb. Kposb
cTpyHiachk no crnuHe 3aka. [JlaHuans otopocuia cTpeiy B poB. C
JApYroii CTOpPOHBI pBa Y)X€ MOAXOAMJIM BOWHBI MpUHUA JDKeEka.
Onu npuOamxanuch Bce Onmke W Onmxke. 3ak momnbiTancs
NOAHATBECSA, HO 00JIb B CIIMHE YCHJIMJIACh U HE MO3BOJIsJIA EMY
BCTaTh.

— Hy xe! 3ak! He cnamaiica! — noBropsna JlaHu3iab. — Mbl
ycrneeM yoexarb BMecTe!

— Jlydiie octaBp MeHs... TYT. S... cpaBiOCh caM... oOelar
TeOe. — OH yXBaTHJICS PYKOH 3a BETKY J€peBa.

— Yro ¢ T0O0M Oyner?

3ak orisiHyJics. Apkuil CBET CTPYHIICS CO CTOPOHBI Xpama.

— HasepHoe, Matb cpakaeTcsi ¢ MOUM OpaToOM.

3aKk 3HaJ, 4TO €ro MnpeJHa3HaueHHUE oOeperaTtb XpaHHUTEJS
xemuyra. [[yig 3Toro oH ObLI1 POXK/IEH.

— beru otcrona! beicTpo! — MOBTOPS OH, TSKEJIO JBILIA.

JlaHu371b OnyCTHIA FOJIOBY M 3ayMaJlach.

— Hwu 3a yTo! — yBepeHHO cka3ana OHa, MOJOXHUJIA OJHY PYKY
3aka ceOe Ha MJiedyo U moTtalluia ero 3a co6oi. OH ese men, o
Oere Hedero ObUIO M TOBOPUTh. 3aK MOHUMAJ, YTO HX CKOpO
cxBaTAT. OH CTapaJicsa NPUKPBLIBATh COO0OU [[aHUAJIb.

— Ham HyXHO pa3nenuThcsi, — CKa3ajdl OH U yOpasn pyky c eé
nieya. — Mbl JOJKHBI UX 3aNyTaTh.

— He yBepeHa, 4To 3T0 Xopouias uaesi, — ¢ TPEBOro OTBETHJIA
JlaHus1b. OHa 0osj1ach OCTAThCA OJIHA U OECITOKOUJIACh O 3aKe.

— 1 He Mory ocTaBuTh T€0s, — J[aHU3JIb ONyCTHIA J1a3a.

— He nonumato, nouemy? — yIMBJIIEHHO CIIPOCHJI 3aK.

JlaHu3JIb caMa He MorJia JaTh TOYHbIM oTBeT. OHA HEe 3Hala,
4yero 0oJiblie OOUTCS: OCTAaThCS OJHA WJIM OCTaBUTh PAHEHHOTO
3aka, WM MPOCTO OH OBLT €l HY>KEH.

— He xouy!
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— Yrto 3a kanpusbl! — BOCKJIMKHYH1 3ak. — Tbl Beap He
MaJIeHbKas I€BOYKa, MPpSAYbCs, OKA HE MO3/HO.

— Het! He xouy. A He xouy yberaTb. — OTBETHIIAa OHA TBEPIO.
3ak Obl1 nopaxeH. TosbkO 4YTO OHa Obla TpycCHILKa, OosIaCh
BCEroO Ha CBETE.

Mame ckazana, ymo a ece pagHo ympy. Takx umo MHe Heyezo
mepsimb. Tocoa nouemy Obl He nonpobosams cnacmu ux? —
noaymaia JlaHua3nb 1 ynplOHy1ach 3aKy.

— Tel e roBopui, 4To BepHllb B MeHA. Thl, npaBaa, BEpPHlb,
4TO Y MEHSI €CTh CHJIa, O KOTOPOH Bbl BCE TOBOPUTE?

3aK KMBHYJI.

— Ecnu Ttak, — ckazana Jlauuaap, — nodena OyeT 3a MHOI.

Boiicko, rHaBlIeecs 3a HUMH, BCE NMpUONIMXKaIOCh. B pykax
BOUHOB ObLiIM MeyH. [ITHIbI, CUIeBLIME HA AEPEBbAX, MPU BUIE
HaABUTAIOLLIEUCSl YEPHOHM TYUH Pa3jIETEIUCh B Pa3HbIE CTOPOHBI.

Cymooxcem au oHa cnpaeumbucs? — cnpaiimBan ceds 3ak. — He
3Hat0, HO 5 8eplo 8 Heé. H 06a3an eepumb 6 Heé. OH 3arjsiHyJ B
ra3a JlaHuane W npoBen pykor no e€ guuy. OHa oulymiana
TEIUIO €ro JIAJIOHU, HEXXHBIM M TEIUIBIM MPUKOCHOBEHHEM 3aK
nepenaBajl €l CBOK CHJy, U OHa 3TO 4YyBCTBOBaJia. OHHU C
NOHUMAHUEM CMOTPEJIM IPYT Ha Apyra U yJblOalucCh.

— I'otoBa? — cnpocuin 3ak. [lanussp kuBHya. HeBuauMas HUTh
Tenepb coeauHsia uX. OHU B3SIJTUCH 32 PYKH.

BouHbl, BOOpY>XE€HHbIE 10 3yOOB M TOTOBBIE YHHUYTOXHTb
NPHUHLIA U XPAHUTEJIA )KeMUyra, OblJIM Y>KE€ Ha paCCTOSHUHU JIECATH
METpPOB OT HHMX. 3a rojioBel J[aHW31b M 3aka Oblja Ha3HayeHa
BbICOKas IUIaTa, U OHU ObLIM FOTOBBI NOOEIUTH OO0 LEHOM.

3ak ¥ JlaHWAJb 3aKpblIM Jla3a U Hadyaiu MoJuThes. Kak aBoe
MOIJIM CIIPaBUTBCA ¢ TakoW apmuei!? Hx nosoxeHue ka3ajioch
Oe3HagexHbiM. W Bapyr npousounio 4yyno. JlaHu3Jb
NOYYBCTBOBaJIa, KAK TEIUJIO HA4aj0 pa3jiMBaThbCs MO €€ CIHHE,
KaXAYK CEKyHIy CIHHA CTaHoBHJach BcE ropsiyee. OHa
BCIIOMHHUJIA O 3HAKe, KOTOpbIM yBHUAEela B XpamMe€ B CBOEM
OTpax€HUU B 3epkaine. byodv moum cnacumenem, — npoluientasia
oHa. OHa MOJIMJIA €ro, 3TOT 3HaK, cAeJaTh TaK, YTOObI OHA U 3aK
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OKa3aIMCh ceHdyac Jajieko OT JTOro MeCTa. 3akpbIB [Jla3a,
Jlauuaip caenana ryOOKMH BIOX, Ka3aloCh, OHa [BITAETCH
3arjsHyTh BriyOb ceOsi, B CBOWO Oylly, OyATO OHa U €CTb
MCTOYHHK 3ToH MeTku Ha cnuHe. W Bapyr J[laHu»ib
noyyecmeogana, Kak IBa, HCBUIMMBIX €d Kpbljla BbIPAaCTaJlM 3a
e€ CIIUHOM.

HeoxxngaHHO sIpkHii CBET 03apHui ux odboux. Beé teno Januine
CBETHJIOCH OesbIM MiaMeHeM. E€ ucnaukaHHasg oJexaa ucyessna.
Bcs oHa Obli1a B opeoJie CcBeTa. 3aK U3YMJIEHHO CMOTPEJ Ha He€.
Kak cmoena ona 0ceob6o0ums c80l0 culy 6 cmolb KOPOMKOeE
epems?

— V¥ Hee cuJia XpaHUTENS, — C IPOXKBIO B rOJIOCE CKa3al OJUH U3
BOMHOB, J0raJaBUIMCh, MOYEMY CBE€T TAK CWIBHO CJIEUT €ro
ria3a. — BoT OH ¥ MOsIBWICS, HAKOHEL, MOCJI€ CTOJBKHUX JIET. ..

['naza [laHu3Jib CBEpKaJIM KakK rojiyObie KpUCTaJUIbl, Ka3aJiocCh,
B HHMX OTpa3WJCcsi OJIECK YHUCTOH MU TPO3padyHOM PpEKH MOoJ
Ha3BaHHEM "Hajgexaa'", HaZeXx1a Ha CllaceHHue.

— Januanp! — 3ak moOHUMaJ, 4TO €CJIM OHa MNPOAOJDKMT, €U
MOXET HE XBaTUTh CUJIbl. — XBATUT! — OH MOIMBITAICS OCTAHOBUTH
e€.

— Osepo! — nmnpousHecna J[lanudib. — Benukoe O3epo
AJb1KEHBI.

Jlanu31p 00BMIIA €ro LIeK PyKaMH, U YCTaJIO OMyCTHJIA TOJIOBY
eMy Ha neyo. OHa wMCTpaTWia MHOIO 3HEpruu. 3ak
COCPENOTOYMJICA HW... OHU B3JIETEJIM U CKPBUIUCH 3a JIECOM,
OCTaBHB 3a COOOH MOJIOCKY YUCTOro 0EJIoro cBera.

[Tocyie OuTBBI B 3aMKe DKCKanIuOyp npuHi JDkek BepHyJCS B
CBo€ kopoJieBcTBO JlapkHec. BepHysoce U ero "6ecnosne3Hoe"
BoHcko. OH Boccengal Ha 4yepHoM TpoHe. Ha mneun mamanu
30JIOTUCTBIE BOJIOCHI. 3JI00OHO 0JieCTEIM TEMHO-3E€J€HBbIE TJa3a.
HampoTuB pacnosnoxunuce aBe rpynnbl BOHUHOB. [lepBoie ObLTH
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4eJIOBEKONMOJOOHBIMU CYUIECTBAMH: 4Y€pHas, Kak YroJib, KoOXa,
KpacHbI€ 3payKH, OYEHb IJIMHHBIC PYKH C KOTTSIMH XHUIIIHUKOB —
3TO OBUIM €ro CTpaKHUKH, OpkH. Bo BTOpo# rpymnmne ObuH
NpoCTble BOMHBI NpUHLA. OH Bceraa cYuTal X O€cCnoJie3HbIMHU.
Hukorna ot HUX He ObLJIO MPOKY, €UIE U 10 €ro MpaBJICHHUS.

— Wnnotel! Kak ciydusiocs, 4To ABOE A€TEN CyMesH yoexaTb
oT Bac? — pyrai [[>)kek CTOSIBIIMX Nepe]l HUM UCIyTaHHbIX
BOUHOB.

— Ho, Bame BebicoyecTBO, €BYOHKa HCII0JIb30Bajla CBOIO
CKPBITYIO CHJIy! — OTBETHJI OJUH UX BOUHOB.

[IpuHu Opocun Ha Hero 3J00HBIM B3MVIAA. 3€JI€HOE IJIaMs,
BbIPBABLIEECS U3 €ro IJia3, TYT XK€ Cpa3ujio BOUHA.

JI>kek ObUI caMbIM  3JI00HBIM U )KECTOKHUM U3 BCEX MPaBUTEJICH.
OH TepneTh HE MOT OMpaBIaHUM.

— Hrak, rocnoga! EciM KTO-TO €lie OTKPOET poT 0e€3 Moero
pa3pellieHus, €ro XIET Ta X€ Yy4acTb! — CaMOIOBOJIbHO
YXMBUIBHYJICSI OH.

— Tak TOYHO! — OTYEKaHWJI KOMAHIUP BOMCKa.

— 4 xouy, uToObl npuBenu coga Kupy! — npukaszan oH u
3JIOBELLE J00aBUJI: — Y MEHA €CThb JJIs HEE JeJI0.

— Canywarwocs, Bawme BpicoyecTBo, — OTBETWJI OAWH U3
CTpaXXHUKOB. — CUI0 MHUHYTY! — BOCKIMKHYJ OH M MOCIEUHO
BbILLE]T.

[lepenyranHbie BOUHBI Mon4aiad. OHHU 3HAJIHK, 4YTO CJIOBO
NpUHLA — 3aKOH, U TPENETalu Nepell CBOUM BJlacTeIMHOM. Uepes
HECKOJIbKO MHUHYT CTPaXXHHUK BEpPHYJICA, 3a HHUM CJieJloBaja
YKCHLIMHA CO XXI'YYUMH YEPHBIMH IJ1a3aMH, YKYTaHHasi B YEPHYIO
MAaHTHIO.

Ha ryb6ax Jlxeka nosiBuiaach yjiblOka. OH SIBHO XOTEJ y3HaTh,
4YTO HAXOJUTCA y HEE MOJ MAHTHEH, MOXET ObITh OHA Haras, Kak
o0biyHO. EMy HpaBuyioch €€ Teno. Kupa Oblia OXOTHHLA M
YTEUIMTEJIbHULIA PHHIIA B TPYAHbIE MHHYTHI.

— Cnywarw Bac, Bawe BricodectBo! S k BammmM yciayram, —
CKa3aJjia )KCHIIMHA U MOKJIOHWIACh.

XojogHass yxXMbliIKa He cxonuna ¢ juua Jlxeka. Tenepb oH
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3HaJI TOYHO, YTO €ro rJymnbld MJaalivid Opat OyaeT cCXBaueH W
yMpeT.

— Mena Oecnokour Mo Opar 3ak. S ouyeHb no Hemy
cockyuuJics. Thl Belb NOHUMAELLb MEHs, NpaBaa’?

— Kak mnoxenaere nozate ero Bam, Bame BsicouecTBo?
L{eTMKOM HJIM MO KYyCOYKaM? — C TaKOH XK€ XOJIOAHON YCMELIKOH
CIIpOCHJIa KEHIIHHA.

— Xortenock 0bl 0 KycoukaM. Ho s xouy BHAETH €ro HEIUKOM
nepel TeM, Kak OH yMpeT. M... He XOuy CIIMIIKOM yX YTPY>XIaTb
T€O4.

— Canyuwaroch, Bame BoicouecTBo! — Krpa HU3KO MOKJIOHHJIACH
M OBICTPBIM LIArOM HaMpaBUJIACh K BBIXOJY.

— Croit, Kupa!.. — kpukHyn oH et Bciien. Kupa noBepHynach K
HEMY, U >KIF'y4YyHE€ TrJla3a €€ BbIPa3WJIM [MOJIHYI0 MNpPEeAaHHOCThb
CBOEMY MOBEJIUTEIIO.

— He 3a0ynp npo neB4oHKy. JIeBUOHKY TOXe N0CTaBb. — [IpuHIL
37100H0 ycMexHyJicsi. OH mnpeacraBuil cebe, KaKUM MyKam
MOABEPTHET €€.

— Paznenn ux. Ckaxku UM, 4TO C HUMH HHUYETrO HE CIYYUTCH.
3aManu ux croga. Hy, uau xe. BeinosHsit npukas!

Kupa 6picTpo ucuesna. [IpuHu ObL1 10BOJIEH COOOM.

JlaHussp 4yBCTBOBaja JpOXb BO BceM Ttene. OHa CHOBa
yBuzena Mauxastred. Heyxxenu 31o onsate coH? Ei cHMICSA n0M,
ceMbsi. OHM Tak Jajiekd cedyac... OHa OpolieHa Ha MPOU3BOJI
CyabOBbI, OMMHOKA, H HUKTO HE NMPHUAET €H Ha MOMOIIIb.

— Heyxenu Tl Tak aymaeuib? — BAPYT yCJbllIajia OHa YE€H-TO
roJioc.

2710 OblN1a Npopounna. OHa cHoBa mpHiiia B €€ coH. HaBepHoe,
XOYET MpeaAynpeaUTh O TOM, UTO CMEPTh OJIM3Ka.

— Ja. 4 tak gymar. Mou poauTesid OyayT HaCJaXIaThbCs
OTABIXOM Ha ['aBaiisix, OpaTMK M CECTpUYKa XOpOLIO MPOBEAYT
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BpeMsd y naaa4 l'eHpu, a BoitHa OpatbeB B AJbIKEHIE
0J1aronosay4Ho 3aKOHUMTCS, — OTBeTHIa JlaHWAnb, 3aJUBasACh
CJIE3aMH.

Ha suue mnpopoynubl nosBuiach Ao00pas yabiOka. OHa
nogouuia K JIaHu3JIb.

— Scuo! Tsl onyckaeuwb pyku. Yxe coOpajace ymupartb. S
yBEpEHa, UTo Tebe el NpeACTOUT CeJIaTh MHOTO€ 10 CMEPTH, —
ckasaja npopouuua u godasuna: — W g yBepeHa, 4TO €CTb KTO-
TO, KTO X0YET TeOE MOMOYb.

Ha, koneuno. 1 kmo xce smo? [lpopox Hnva? — noaymana
Januanb, BbITHpas cie3bl. OHA y)ke HUYeMy He Bepuia. Eu
CYy>I€HO OblJIO yMepeTb. EH TOJIBKO XOTEJNOCh YMEPETh THXO,
HCYE€3HYTb W3 MHpa H BCE.

— HMeHHo... npopok, — yJbIOHYJIaCh NMPOpOYHlIa B OTBET €€
MBICJISIM.

— Ouenb cMewiHo! Xopowo coo0aTh JpyruM, YTO UM CYXKIEHO
yMepeTb, a CaMOM MPH 3TOM >XUThb BEYHO... — CJIe3bl OyUIWJIH
JlaHHU3JIb.

— Tsl nyMaeuwb, 4Tto 5 xHUBY aoiarue roasl. Ho, npaBna B Tom,
4TO s1 CYUIECTBYIO TOJIbKO B BalllMX CHaxX. bor caenan MHe Tako#
noAapok, s BCeraa NpUxoxy B YbU-TO CHbl. HO pa3Be 3TO MOXHO
CPaBHHUTb C 3¢€MHOM XH3HbIO?

JaHuane mnopasunun e€ cioBa. OHAa HHUKOraa paHblIE HeE
CJiblllIajzia HUYEro noaooHoro. [louemy ona Hukoec0a He cmoacem
cmynums Ha 3emno? l[louemy boe evinec eu makou npuzoeop?
[louemy ona Huxozoa He 6yoem, kak ece?

— He 3Har! — cHoBa OTBETHJIAa MPOPOYMLIA HA MBICJIH JJaHUAJIb,

— bor nan MHe OoJible, YEM s TPOCHUIIA Y HETO.

JlaHU3J1b TPYCTHO YJIBIOHY1aCh.

— IIpocTu MeHs 3a BCE, UTO 51 ceHYac HaroBOpuJa.

— Hwuuero. Bc€ B nopsiake, — OTBETHIIa TPOPOYHLIA.

JlaHu3J1b MojolLIa K MPOPOYULIE U Cejla Ha OOJIbLIOH KaMEHb
psnoM ¢ Hel. OHa 3Hana, 4TO MpOpPOYMLA MPHULLJIA B €€ COH )i
TOr0, YTOObI YCIIOKOMUTD €€.
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— Cnacu6o, 4yto THI 31I€Ch, CO MHOH, — cKka3ana [JaHU31Ib M
OINyCTHJIA IOJIOBY €M Ha IJIEeYO.

— He 3a yto. KT0-TO npyroii xaet, 4ToObl Thl NPOCHYJach. OH
OYeHb BepUT B TeOs U Oecnokoutcs o tebe. — IIpopounua
BCTAJIA.

— Ilpunuio BpeMs NpOCHYTBCS, — CKa3aja OHa M MOJIOXHIIA
pYKY Ha rosnoBy JlaHu3b.

JlaHW3J1b KUBHYJIA, U €€ IJ1a3a 3aKPbUIKCh.

%aé’a 6

Jlyun conHua npoOyaunu [laHudans oto cHa. Jlo6 cnerka
Bcnoren. Ha ayme Obuio TpeBOXHO. JlaHM3b 0OHapy»kuia, 4To
CHIAT Ha TpaBe, Ha 3ejiecHoM Oepery  Bemnukoro O3epa
AnbIKEHIbI.

— I'me 3ak? — npouenrana oHa, BCTajla Ha HOTH U OTJIAHYJIAcCh
no cropoHaM. Briepeau Ob11 HEBbICOKHIH X0M. CTpaHHO, YTO OHA
YK€ BO BTOpOH pa3 oka3ajnach Bo3je (O3epa, HO 3TO MECTO He
OblIO eif 3HakOMO. 3aka Hurae He Obuto. JIaHHAJIb HaJEesnach,
4TO ¢ HUM Bce B nopsijake. OHa BCMOMHMIIA, KaK CTPALIHBIH BETEP
yTamun €€ oaHaxabl, kak 3ak OOHUMayu €€, U paciibliach B

57



yiablOke. Bapyr mno3zaaum He€  XpycTHysna BeTka. JlaHUAJb
obepHynach: — 3ak?

Ho »10 ObIT He 3ak. YpoMIMBBIE YEJIOBEKOINOJAOOHBIE
YyJ10BHLIA HAJIBUTAJUCh Ha He€. Y HUX ObUIM IJIMHHBIE HOCHI U
orpoMHble ymid. OHa yBMAe€Na, KaK OJUH W3 HHUX YJblOaeTcs
IbsIBOJIbCKOM YCMEWKOU. JlaHW3Jib B3ApPOrHyJjia oOT yxkaca. E€
JMUO HCKAa3WJIoCh OT cTpaxa. Ymo smo moxcem 6vimv? Kmo
oHu? Kaxcemcs, onu mens 3amemunu. OHu udym npsmo Ha
MeHs... JIJaHUAIb 3aKpbliia 11a3a U MPOU3HECa CJIOBA MOJIMTBBI.
Xouy, Kak MOJNCHO cKopee, ybexcamb omcioda, — TpoOlIenTana
oHa. WM Bapyr Horu mnoHecaM €€ TMpouyb C HEOOBIYAHHOM
CKOpOCTBbIO. JlaHH3JIb MOJIHUEHOCHO B300pajacb Ha Tropy H
yBHJIEJIA CTApYI0 MpOCeNoYHyo nqopory. Horu camu Hecnm e€ no
3TOM JI0pore.

Kyoa smo s 6ecy? — HenoyMeBasna oHa. Uy 10BHLIA THAJIUCh 3a
Hei. OHa OrjsHyJach, 4yJAOBHLIA  NPUOIMXKAIUCH. J|aHU3JIb
NOCMOTpEJia BIEPEN M YBHUIAEJA, YTO Tpona BEAET B CTOPOHY
JepeBHU. Bnonb Tpombel npocTUpalics 3eJieHbld Jiec. Bnepeau
Obl1a JepeBsiHHas JIECTHULA, BeAyllas B JEpPEeBHIO. JlaHHUAIIb
3aMeamiaa Oer M octaHoBwiach. [lo JsecTHUUE cnyckasics
napeHb B TMOTPENAHHOHW OJEXKJE, C YEPHbIMH, KOPOTKHUMH
KYp4YaBbIMH BOJIOCAMH U, KaK yrojb, rjiazamu. OH ¢ yJUBJIIEHUEM
CMOTpeJl Ha €€ CTpaHHYK IJisi €ro rja3 OJexay, pa3OuTbie
KOJICHKH M HcCLapamnaHHble OO0Cble HOTW. [[aHW3JIb HECKOJIBKO
CEKYyHJ CTosJla B HepemMTeabHOCTH. OHa He 3Hana, KyjJa e
OexaThb: B JIEC, UJIM B CTOPOHY JIECTHULBI. [[apeHb oCTaHOBUJICA
Ha JIECTHULE M HE CBOIWJI C He€ HACTOpPOXEHHBIX rya3. HyxHo
OblJIO pewaTth OBICTPO, YYAOBHUIIA TMOAXOIUJIM BCE OJIMXKE.
JlaHu»1b npuHsANA peuieHue Oexats B CTOpPOHY Jjeca. OHa
CMOTKHYJIaCh M yMmajsa, HO BCTajla U noOexana nansue. Tak oHa
Oexajla U CMOThIKAJIaCh, HE3HAKOMELl U3JaJId HAOIIOAJT 32 HEH.
OH yBuaen AOroHswUMX JlaHW3Ib 4YyJOBHUIL, WX HaJIUTbIE
KPOBBIO IJ1a3a.
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«Tponnu! — pemns oH. — BuauMo, 3Ta €Bo4YKa, 3a KOTOpPOH
OHH TFOHATCSI, BOIILJIA B CMIUCOK UX FOCTEH Ha 00eny.

On ObICcTpO cOexan BHU3 Mo jecTHHLE. [TocTosT MrTHOBEHHE,
rotoBs MJaH cnaceHus. Jlanudnp Oexana M mnpsATajlach 3a
JEPEBbSIMH, TPOJUIM MYAJIUCh 3a HEH no naramM. OHU 00s3aHBbI
ObJIM CXBaTUTh €€, YTOOBI ChECTh HA Y)KHH.

boceie Horu J[laHuanap ObLIM HMcuapanaHbl A0 KpoBH. OHa
3aMeTHIa Henoaajleky OojplIoe OepeBO M Mobexasa, 4ToObl
cnpATaTbCsd 3a HUM, Oexasna W orisasiBanack. TyT TpoOJUIH
notepsiii ee U3 BuUAy MU oTcTtand. OHa ycrnena 3acKOYUTH 3a
nepeBo. JlepeBo Obu10O  cTappiM M HEOOBIYHBIM, OHA
MOYyBCTBOBAJIA €r0 CHI1y, OyJITO 3TO BOBCE HE IEPEBO, a YEJIOBEK.
JlaHu3J1b mpsATajach, JpoXkaja OT CTpaxa M MOJIHJIACh, YTOOBI
4YyJIOBHILIA HE HAILIH €€.

Tponnu Mexay Tem mnogouuim coBcem Onuszko. Cepaue
JlaHu3J1b yUUI10 B MATKH, OHA 3aTauja AbixaHue. OHU MPOMYAIUCH
MHUMO W He 3aMeTuiiu e€. UynoBuuia yaansiauch U, B30CUICHHBIE
TE€M, YTO HE MOHMAJIU NEBYOHKY, FOTOBbI ObLIM pa3rpOMHTH MO
MyTH BECH JIEC.

— Tonpko Obl OHU HE BEPHYJIUCh, — MOJIUJIACH [JaHU3Ib.

Ho, He Haling e€ Hurae, TpOJUIM MOBEPHYJIM Ha3all K IEpeBY,
3a KOTOpBIM mnpsTanack JlaHuais. OHa cXBaTWjach B CTpaxe 3a
HUTKY C XE€MUYXHUHOU. [lomoeu mue, noxcaryucma! — menrtana
oHa. Tpoyun yBuaenu [laHudnb U JIBUHYJHUCH HAa HEE, HO B 3TO
BpeMsi OJIEIHBIN CBET 3aCTPYMWJICA M3 YEPHOH >XEMUYXXHHBI, OH
CTAaHOBMWJICA BCE sipye, MOKa HE CTajl TaKUM XE SPKHUM, Kak
COJIHEYHBbIA. JlaHW3Jb yBHIENA, 4YTO 4YJOBHILA Hayasu
KopuuTbCcsa oT Oonu. IlomaB mox mnpsiMoe TMoMaaaHue Jy4yew,
CTPYSILUMXCA M3 JKEMUYXXHHbI, [Ba TpOJUIS CO CTpalIHBIMH
BOIUIAMHM yNaJIM Ha 3eMJII0 U OKameHenu. OinapauieHHas
JlaHn3)1b He MorJla MOBEPUTh CBOUM TIJ1a3aM. KTo mpeBpaTH HX B
KaMEHb — OHA caMa WJIM YEPHBIN )KeMUYT?..

— Cnacubo, — cka3zana oHa XeMuyxHHe U Opocujiach OexaTb
00paTHO, B CTOPOHY JIECTHHLLI, Beaylieii B aepeBHo. [lapeHs
Oexxan el HaBcTpedy. JlaHuanp Jorajgajnach, 4YTO OH XO4YET
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noMoyb €. OH noadexasn, CXBaTUJI €€ 3a PYKy, H OHH BIABOEM
YMYaJIUCh B CTOPOHY AepeBHU. OCTalbHBIE TPOJUIH, Pa3bsIPEHHbBIE
eule OoJiblle, CHOBA MyCTUJIMCh B MOroHI0. JlaHM3JIb JieprKajiach
3a HE3HAKOMLIA U3 MOCJIEAHUX CHJI, HO Y)X€ CKOPO OHH OKa3aJuCh
Ha JEpPEeBAHHOM JIECTHHULE, @ MOTOM Ha TPONHUHKE, BEeAYUIEH B
nepeBHIO. JlaHuaap Ha Oery ycrnejia HEMHOIO pasrjsaeTh MapHS.
OH ObuUl HEMHOro BbILIE €€ POCTOM M OJET B MPOCTYIO
NEPEBEHCKYIO onaexay. JlaHudnp pewmmna, 4TO OH OJIUH U3
KpecTbsH. OHa OblJIa B 3TOM yBepeHa. Eil BApyr nokasanoch, 4to
M OH coOupaercsi NOXUTUTh €€. TyT OHM 00a OMISHYJUCH H
YBUJEJIH, YTO, AOHIAA OO NE€PEBHHU, YyAOBUILA OCTAHOBUJIMCH H
NOBOpPAaYMUBAIOT Ha3al.

— [loyeMy OHU OCTAHOBHJIMCBH? — cripocuia J[aHu3JIb.

[lapeHb ynpIOHYJICS M OTBETHJI HU3KUM rojiocomM: — Tposuisam
HEJIb3s 3aXOUTh B MECTA, I'JI€ )KUBYT JIFOIH.

— Tpomnsam? — nopasunacek JlaHudanb. OHHU BCE elle Oexaiu.
JaHu3J1b 00s1ach, YTO TPOJUIM MEPEAYMAIOT U CHOBA MOTOHSATCA
3a Hel. E€ TpeBora nepenanach He3HakoMmuy. Hakoneu, oH
CBEpPHYJ B OJHY W3 JEPEBCHCKUX YJHML, U OHHU BOLUIM B
HeOOJIbLIION IEPEBAHHBIN JIOMHK.

— He 06oiics, — cka3an oH, — 371€Ch OHU HE HaWAYT Hac.

JlaHuab ctana paccMarpuBaTh JOMHUK. OH ObLI CKPOMHBIH, HO
YIOTHBIA: JIB€ KOMHAThl, CHNAJIbHA M  €UI€ OJHA KOMHATa,
CJy)UBLIAg OJHOBPEMEHHO KyXHE€H M TOCTHHOH. JlaHW3Mb
IJIsiHyJ1Ia Ha cBoero cnyTHuka. OH B3sJ €€ 3a pyKy M yCaauJl Ha
CTYJI.

— CKOJBKO BpE€MEHM Thl Oexana? — CIpoCHJ OH, u3y4das €€
COJpaHHbIE KOJICHH.

JlaHu371p HHUYEro He OTBETUJIa, OHA BbITJIAAENA  O4YEHb
YTOMJICHHOM.

— MeHs 30ByT DTHSH, — NPEACTaBUICS OH, AocTan U3 Oydera
CTaKaH W HamnoJIHWI €ro BOJIOH U3 KyBIIMHA. — A Kak TeOs 30ByT?
JlaHu31p Momyana, €d OT YCTaJOCTH JaXe TOBOPUTH HE
XOTEJIOCh.
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— Buxy, Tbl HE CJHMIUKOM pa3roBopyMBa, — 3aMETHJ OH H
noaajl €M CTaKaH.

JlaHH3JIb OTITHJIA TJIOTOK M MOCTaBMJIa CTaKaH Ha CTOJI. JTHUSH
yJABIOHYJICS H HAKJIOHHJICA K €€ HOram.

— Thbl CUJIBHO MOpPAHUJIACH, — CKA3aJl OH U CTaJl Ma3aTh KaKOM-
TO Ma3bl0 €€ OKPOBABJICHHBIE KOJIEHKH U CTYIIHH.

— JlaHudab, — HEOXXHJAAHHO COOOIHIa OHA.

JTHSH OTOPBAJICS OT CBOEIO 3aHATHUS U IUISAHYJI Ha HEE.

— Yr10?

— Mens 30ByT JlaHU3JIb.

— KpacuBoe uMsi, — OTBETHNI OH, NEPEBA3bIBAs €€ KOJIEHKY
OMHTOM.

— Tbl MOXeELb 3BaTh MEHA [[M-3J1b.
JTUSIH CHOBa YJbIOHYyJCS: — Xopowo. Wrtak, Au-35b, Kak Tbl
croJia nonaja?
JlaHu371b ¢ rpyCcThIO BCIIOMHUJIA 3aka. Eil 3aX0Tenoch miakars.
— Yro cnyunsiocs? — 03a00YEHHO CIIPOCHUIT DTHUSH.
— 5 Obly1a BMECTE C NMPUHLIEM, A TENEPb A HE 3HAIO, TE OH.
— C kakum npuHuem? J noMory tebe HaUTH €ro.
B 3Ty cexkyHay nepeBsiHHasg ABEPb CKPHUIIHYJIAa, U B KOMHATY
BollIeJs IOHOWA. JlaHM3JIb MOBEPHYJIACh HA CKPHII.
— 3ak?!
OHa BCKOYHMJIa CO CTyJa U moadexana K HeMy, 3a0bIB Mpo
00JIb B HOTaX.
— JlaHu3ms!
OHa oOHsi1a ero co cjie3aMu Ha rjasax.
— PacckaspiBail, 4TO npou3ouyio ¢ TOOOH? — BCTPEBOXKEHO
crpocui 3ak. — Tel B nopsike?
— 4 OGecnokounace o tebe. Jlymama, 4yto ¢ TOOO#H 4YTO-TO
CJIYYMJIOCH, U 51 T€Os OoJiblle HEe YBUXKY. [ 1€ ThbI Ob1?
3aK MArKO YJBIOHYJICA M HEXHO TMpOBEN JAJOHBIO MO €&
BOJIOCaM.
— 51 Toxe Gecnokousicsa o Tede. Tol 3Haewb, JlaHU3J1b, YTO TBOE
BOJILLIEOCTBO Cpab0OTalo HE A0 KOHLA, U MO3TOMY MBI OUYTHJIHCh
B Pa3HbIX MECTaXx.
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— IlpaBna? — [laHuaJib BbITEpJia cjie3bl U YJIbIOHYJIACh B OTBET.
Omna Ob11a pasa ero cJioBaMm, TOMY, UTO OH OE€CIIOKOMJICS.

— Ou4eHb NpUsATHadA!.. — HEOXULAHHO 3asIBUJT DTHUSH.

— YT10 uMeHHO? — He noHsANa JlaHHAJIb.

— TBos ynbiOka. — OHa npUsATHasE U OYEHb MUIasA. — Tak Tbl U
€CTh XPaHUTEJIb? — A0rajajacs OH U HU3KO MOKJOHUACA JlaHU3Ib.
A 3aTeM YyYTHBO MOLEJIOBAN € PYKY.

JlaHu31p  MOHpaBWJICA 3TOT HKECT, OHAa C CHUMIATHEH
ybIOHYJ1aCh DTUSHY.

— Cnacubo, 4TO crmac MeHs OT TpOJUIEH, — CKa3ajia OHa. A OH
I1€2aHMHbBLL U 2PAYUO3HBIL.

— He 3a uto! — oTBeTUJ1 DTHUSH.

3aKk MoJsiya HaOJrodan 3a 3TOM CLIEHOM, U OHa €My SIBHO HE
NOHpaBUJIaCh. BApyr cHapy»xu pa3gasncs 4eu-To roJioc: — 3ak!

— A 3neck, Menuca, — OTBETHJI OH HA 30B.

B nomMuk Bouwia neByuika. OHM ¢ 3aKOM KPENKO OOHSJIMCh.

— A rae I9Ba? — cnpocui ee 3ak.

— OmHa uzer croaa, U, KCTaTh, TBOM OpaT ToXe.

— Ban?

Janusnb Mosyana. He3nakomass Menuca BbI3biBajla 'y Heé
HenpuA3Hb. Efl HE HpaBUJIOCH, YTO 3aK OOHMMAJI €€, KaK POJHOI0
yenoBeka. OHa cama HE NMOHMMAaja, MNOYEMY OHA TaK OJIU3KO K
cepAly NpUHsAJIA BCTpeuy 3aka ¢ MeJuco, U moyemMy Ta Tak
pa3apaxaet €€, HO HENpPUITHOE, PEBHUBOE YyBCTBO OBJIAJIEBAJIO
€10.

— 3ak! — npowenrana JlaHU3Jb.

B 3710 BpeMsi B KOMHaTy BOILIEJI YEJIOBEK C MEPEBA3aHHBIMU
pykoi U meei. OH ObUI MOX0X Ha 3aka M MPUMEPHO OJHOrO
BO3pacTa C JTUSHOM.

— Yto THI 34€CH Aenaeuib? — ¢ TpeBorod cnpocun 3ak. OH
oTomiea OT MeNMChl M HampaBWICS K Bolueauemy. JlaHW3Jb
MOKa3ajaocCh, YTO 3aK ObUI CMYUIEH M HE 3HAJI, YTO €lll€ CKa3aTh.
YenoBek co BCero pasmaxa Jaj 3aKy OIUIEyXy, Ja C TaKoOH
CWIOH, 4YTO TOT ynaJl Ha mnojJ K HoraM JlaHusnab. OHa
HaKJIOHUJIaChb U MOMOTIJIa €My BCTaTb.
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— 3ay4eM Thl ITO cAenan? — co 3JI0CThIO crpocuia JJaHub.

— OH J0JDKEH H3BJIEYb YPOK M3 CBOMX MOCTYnkoB. Kak Tsl
ponyctui, 3ak, 4to Jkek Bowen B Xpam? [louemy 1ol Gexarn,
KaK Tpyc? — CEpAMTO KpH4YaJl BOLUEIUIUH.

— B3n! JIto00Bb MOS1, Tl HEMHOTO MPE€YBENUYHBACIIb, 3a4YEM Thl
tak ¢ Oparom? — oOpatwiace Menuca K CBOEMY MYKY,
3aCTyNnasch 3a 3aka.

Ho BsH He oOpatun BHMMaHuUs Ha €€ cyioBa. OH C HEHAaBUCTHIO
CMOTpEJ Ha MJaaLero Oparta, He XeJiasi 1a)ke BbICIYLIATh €ro.

«/1106068b MOs1», — MBICIIEHHO niepepa3Huia Jannine Menucy.
Bcé npoucxopsiliee nopasuiio €€, HO OHa y)ke 3Hajia, 4to Oyaer
JenaTh U peLIMTENIbHO nojaousa Kk Bany.

— B TakoM ciyuae, Tbl 10JKEH YAAPUTh U MEHHI.

B3H yCMexHyJCs M CHOpPOCHJI CTPOTHUM TOJIOCOM, SIBHO
NnoJACMEUBasICh Haa JlaHuAb:

— Ilouemy T1e64?

— IToToMy 4TO 3TO MOst BUHA. JTO MU3-3a MeHs 3ak Oexain. Tak
BeJiesia eMy Marb.

3ak cMmyTtuica. 3auem ona 3mo coenana? Ilouemy  60pye
pewna 3awmuuyames MeHs?

— Mars? — yauBieHHO cnipocuia Menuca.

— Xopoulo, XOpolIo, — €XHJIHO XOXOTHYJI B3H.

— Yrto cMmewHoro? — JlaHu3jp paccepauiach €ue CHIbHEH. —
Al ckazana 4to-T1O cMewHoe? Uinu caenana 4To-To cMemHoe?

B3H ckpuBuUI poT B yJIBIOKE.

— Teneppb yxxe neBuoHkH TeOs 3aumuuiaroTt, 3ak! Korma-to 3to
Obu1 J>kek, a Teneph... Tenepb 3Ta Haxanka?! Eciu oHa He
3aKpOET POT, 51 MPUKAXY OTPe3aTh €i A3bIK, — MPUIpo3uJ B3H.

— Her, Het! D10 51 BO BCeM BHHOBAT. — 3aK HE MOT AaTh €€ B
obuny. I[oxoxe, uro 6pat B3H He wyTHJI. 3aK BBICTYIHJ BHiepen
M 3aKpbLa coOoi JlaHUAIb.

— Yrto THI OTpexewb MHE? — AEP3KO Mepecnpocuiia OHa U3-3a
ero ruieya. — [lonpoOyit! Toraa s oTpexy Tebe koe-4To ApPyroe. ..
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— Y10 Takoe? — cnpoCHJI MOPAXKEHHbIK 3TON CLUEHOW DTUSH. —
Y 1EeBOYKM XBAaTa€T  CMEJIOCTHU  CIOPUTh C KOPOJIEBCKOM
ocoboit!?

— A MHe HpaBHUTCA €€ 00eBOH IyX, — 3asgBUJIa Menuca.

Ha 6edb on npuny! — BCioMHUJIA JlJaHU3JIb U CMYTHJIACH.

Jauuwdne M 3aK MEperisiHyJuCb, 3aTEM OHA JIETOHBKO
OTCTpaHWJIa 3aKa U BbILIJIA BIIEPEL.

— Hy u 4TO, 4TO TBI KOpOJIEBCKasg 0co0a? — OHa CMHUPEHHO
MOKJIOHWJIaCh. — JTO HE JaeT TeOe HMKAKOro rnpaBa Tak ceOs
BECTH!

B5H ObU1 cubHO yauBiieH. Ellle HUKTO HE pa3roBapuBall ¢ HUM
TaKUM TOHOM. OH YYTHUBO CKJIOHHJI T'OJIOBY.

— IlpuBeTcTBYI0O TEOS B CBOEM KOPOJIEBCTBE... XPAaHUTEJb
YEpHOro XEMYYyra.

— Yr10? OH 3HaeT, k10 1?7 — JlaHuanb pacrepsiinace. — YTto Bcé
3TO 3HAYMUT?

3aKk pacxoXxoTaJiCA.

— Ha. S Bcé pacckazan Opary. OH 3HaJ, 4TO Thl — XpPaHUTEJIb
xemuyra. OH nNpocTo XoTeJ TeOsI IPOBEPUT.

— IlpoBeputb MeHs? A nouieyuHa Tede? — cnpocuia JlaHuab
C MOJI03PEHUEM U OOUIOH.

— MHe Ha caMoM peJie 00JIbHO, HO OH CJ€JIall 3TO CIEUHAIBHO.

JlaHu3JIb ¢ HEHABUCTBIO MOCMOTpeJsia Ha oboux OpatnheB. B
3TOT MOMEHT €A XOTEJOCh 3alYyLIUTh HX, BKJIKOYasg U TPETHETO,
JI>keka, KOTopblii X0Tea yOuTh €€. JTa ceMeilka JOCTaBJisija ei
OJIHU HENIPUATHOCTH.

— A 117 Tbl TOXE 3HAN 00 3TOM? — 0OpaTUJIACh OHA K DTHUSHY.

— Het! — ortBetun ToT. OH OBIT M3YMJIGH U CMOTpEJ] Ha
JlaHH3J1b, CJIOBHO BUIEJ €€ BINIEPBBIE.
— TloHsTHO!

JlaHu371b ¢ HEBUHHOM YJIBIOKOW nojouuia K 3aky. 3aKk CMOTpell
Ha HEe€, HE 3Hasl, Yero XIaTh.

— KT0-TO 3annaTuT MHE 3a 3TOT pO3bIrphILL!

— D710 Oyny s17 — HE OYEHb BEpsl B €€ CEPbE3HOCTb, CIPOCUII
3ak.
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JlaHU?J1b KUMEJa OT 3JI0CTH, C TOW K€ HEBUHHOM YJILIOKOW Ha
JIMIIE OHA PE3KO pa3BepHyJiach, OTBECUJIAa €MY 3BOHKYIO
MOLLIEYHHY U BBICKOYMJIA B IPOCTH U3 JOMHUKA. PacTepssHHbINH 3ak
NOMYaJICs 3a HEH.

Menuca, B3H 1 DTHUsH ¢ u3yMJIeHHEM Ha0Jit0ali 3a BBIXOAKOM
Jlauu3ab. Ho oHH ocTanuch B IOMHMKE W MPHHSJIUCh O0OCYXIaTh
IJlaH 3axBaTa KpenocTH, HaxoAuBlieHcss B pykax Jlxkeka —
npuHUa THMBL.

JlaHu»71b MUaniach BAOJIb IEPEBHU B CTOPOHY Jieca. 3ak Oexa
3a HEW U, IOrHaB, CXBAaTHUJI €€ 3a me4d. OHa TUXO BCXJIMIbIBAJIA.

— Ilpekpatu, noxanyicra, — B3MOJIMJICS OH.

— Hu 3a uro! [loka HEe U3BUHULIBCS.

3ak B3sJ1 €€ 32 pyKy W npuxai JJaHu3b K rpyau.

— Ckaszan xe 1ebe, npekpaTH!

Ero nuuo npubau3uinoch, U rydobl HX MOYTH BCTPETHIIMCh.
JaHu3p Buenuiach pykom B ero pybaxy. EW mokasanoce, 4to
cepAue KyJla-TO MPOBAJIMBAETCS. 3aK cJierka KOCHYJICS ry0aMu eé
ryo.

— Jlopa 3ak! — Boaneke pa3gasncs 4eu-To roJioc.

3ak orjisHyjics. JlaHu31b, CMylLIEHHAs], TPUKPbLJIA JIMIO PYKOIA.

— 51 He xoTen Teds 0OMIeTh, — CKa3alj 3ak.

— DTO Tl W3BHHM MeEHs, — THUXO cka3zana JlaHuab. OHHM
YJIBIOHYJIUCH IPYT APYTY.

— Jlopn 3ak! — cHOBa MOCBILIANICS TOT XK€ roJIoC.

— Mbl 31ecs! — oTBeTHN 3aK Ha 30B, oTnyckas [[aHH3/1b M
OrJIAABIBAsICh M0 CTOPOHAM.

JlaHW3J1b, OMyCTHUB roOJIOBY, JyMaja O TOM, YTO MOTJIO Obl
ceryac MpPOU3OMTH Mexay HeH U 3akoM, eclii Obl KTO-TO HeE
OKJIMKHYJ ero. KoHe4HO, OHM ObI CTaJIU LIEJIOBATHCHA. ..
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— Jlopna 3ak! — cHOBa pa3pnasncs 30B.

— Kpuc! Mbl 31€cb! — KpUkHYJI 3aK.

Ha nonsHe nosBuisace Kpuctanna. 3a Heid Oexanu Pail u
Knayn. Jlanuans oOpagoBanach, yBuaeB ux. Kiayn Toxe
pacibLICs B YJIbIOKE.

— IlpuBer, Knaya! — oHa nomaxasa eMy pykoil.

— Jlopn 3ak, cnaBa Oory, ¢ Bamu Bce B mnopsaake! — ¢
obneryeHueM  B3AoxHyJa  Kpuctauia. OHa  npuHsJIach
OCMAaTpHUBaTh €ro paHy OT CTpeJibl. binaroaaps nueauTenbHON BOAE
O3epa, OHa yxe 3axKuBana.

— XBaTUT BECTU ce€Os CO MHOH Tak, OyaATO s MajleHbKUH
MaJIb4uK. S B3pOCIbIi, @ Thl YK€ HE MOS HSHS, — HEIOBOJILHO
cKa3aJ 3ak.

— Tsl 1 ceiyac Benewb ceOsl, KaKk Kanpu3HbI peOeHOK! XoTd
Thl W BBIPOC, a OCTajCs H30aJOBAaHHBIM H MNPOOJIEMHBIM
pebeHkoM, — 3asBuII Pail.

— Kt0 6b1 roBopus! — OrpbI3Hyjcs 3aK U HAXMYPHJICS.

Jlanu3nb crano cMemHo. OHa ¢ yauBJIEHMEM HaOmronana 3a
3akoM. Korma onu ObUIM BIBOEM, 3aK BeJl ceOS COBCEM IIO-
IpyroMy. A Temepb OH CHOBa copsiTajics B "ckopiayny' W cTal
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TaKUM JX€ 3aMKHYTbIM, KaK BO BpeMs HX [MEpPBOH BCTPEUM.
[Touemy, Ko2coa mvi 6060em, oH Opyzou? OH MOIALKO CO MHOIU
bbl6aem maxkum unu, Kko2oa emy 83opedem 6 2ono8y? Bom cetiuac
OH Cpa3zy nepemeHuicsi u yaxce He yavlbaemcs. Heyxceau ou
YAblOanAcsa moavko mue?

— JIn-316! — BCTpEBOXEHHBIH ronoc Kpuctiabl npepBan eé
MbICIH: — YTO 3TO C TOOOH?

— Hwuyero ocobeHHoro.

Jlanuas1b Bc€ cMoTpesia Ha 3aka. OH noiman Ha cebe €€ B3
M OTBEJI rjasa.

— Ilpousouuno To, 4ero Mul €uie He 3HaeM? — C T0JI03PEHUEM
cnpocwia Kpucranna. 3ak mocnemun nepeBecTH pa3roBOp Ha
JIPYrylo TEMY:

— Kak noxuBarot Tpoyun? Y gajnocs Ux nommarts?

— Ynanoce AByX, T€X, UYTO MPEBPATHUIMCh B KAMEHb, — OTBETHJIA
Kpuctamua. E€ mnopo3peHue He HUCYE3JI0, U OHA TPEBOXKHJIACH.
Beap oHa nydile ApPYyrux 3Hajla, 4YTO HEJIb3SA BIIIOOJIATHCA B
XxpaHutens, a Jlanuane Oblna xpaHuTeabHUUEH. KpucTiuia He
MOIJla HE€ 3aMETHTh, 4YTo M €€ cblH Kiaya, W npHHI
HEPABHOAYIIHO CMOTpAT Ha JlaHU3JIb, HO BCEM CEpILEM
HaJes1ach, YTO 3TO HECEPbE3HOE YYBCTBO.

— S pan, 4to BbI 00a XKHUBBI-3JOPOBBI, a KaK BbI Cl0a Monasau?
— cipocui Pai.

JlaHn371p BCMOMHHMJA 00 MX OerctBe M3 XpamMa U O CBOEM
CMIaCEHUH OT TPOJJIEH C MOMOLIbKD JTHSHA. 3aK HAXMYPHIICS.
CHMBOJIMYHO, YTO W HA 3TOT pa3 HE OH cnac e€, a HaoObopoT. Kak
M0JIy4aeTCs, YTO OH, MPUHLL, MPaBALLIHI KOPOJEBCTBOM, HE MOXET
3alllUTUTh J€BOYKY, a OHa Cracjlla €ro YxXe JIBaXIbl.

— JlaHu3np ocBOOOJMIIa CHITy XpaHUTENS M crmacjia MEeHs, —
HaCyIMUBLIMCH, OTBETHII 3aK.

— Huuero ocobenHoro, — cMylieHHo yblOHyach JJaHuane. — K
TOMY e 3ak MOMOTr MHE OCBOOOJUTH MOIO CHITY.

— Hert-Her, s HMYero He caena, — BO3pa3uil 3ak.

— Tol oyeHb momor MHe. Tonpko Ojarogaps tebe s cmoria
MOHATH, YTO HA caMOM JieJie 00Jlafal0 3TOH CHIIOH, Thl Jlajl MHE
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BO3MOXHOCTb YBHUIETb U TNOYYBCTBOBaTh C(BeT. bosbiioe
cnacuo0o, 3ak.

CypoBocTb couina ¢ juua 3aka. Ero He nepecraBajiv yaAUBJIATD
cjioBa J/laHuasb. 3a4e€M OHa TOBOPHUT BCE 3TO, €CJIM OH Ha CaMOM
nene He nomor ei? IloyeMy oOHa Tak HEXHO yJiblOaeTcs emy?
[louemy oOH kaxabplii pa3 TaeT ot €€ B3riasaga? Yro Bce 3To
3HAYUT?

— He 3a 4yT0! — OTBETHJI OH KOPOTKO, U OHH YJILIOHYJIUCH APYT
Apyry.

— JlagHo, nopa uatH, — ckazana Kpucrtanna. — 4 caeliana, 4yro
OpPKHM pbIlLYT Henoaaneky. OHM pa3bICKMUBAlOT INpPUHHLA H
XpaHuTeJs. BaM HY>KHO CKpPBIThCSI, YTOOBI BaC HE NMOMMAJIH.

— Omna npaBa, — noarsepaua Paiu.

Kpucranna HanpaBuiach K JOMYy DTHSIHA, U BCE OBICTPO MOLLIH
cinenoM 3a Hel. Knayn nogowen k J[aHuanb, oH yJibioancs.

— B dem peno, Knaya, 4ro cinydusiocs? — NMOMHTEpECOBaIaCh
J1aHHAJIb.

— Ja tak, Hu4yero. — OH BJIOXKUJI J1aJI0OHb J[aHHU3JIb B CBOIO. —
Mo0>HO MHE UATH € TOOOH 3a pyKy?

— Jla, KOHe4HoO.

OHM gepxajluch 3a PYKH BCHO JOpPOry, 4YTO OYEHb HE
NOHPaBUJIOCh 3aky. KoHeuHo, oHa He 3axomena uomu 3a pyKy C
makum mpycom, Kak A. A mpycaus, kak cmepmuble. Tpyc,
Oexcaswuil U3 ce0ec0 Koponeecmea, mpyc, HnoOOABUIUUCS
yuacmeogambo 8 0010.

— Ckonbko TebOe net, Knayn? — cnpocuna Januanes. Kiayn
OCTAHOBHUJICSI M BBINYCTHJI PYKY JlaHUDJIb.

— Sl 4TOo-HMOYAB HE TO cripocuia?

— Her, npocTo... Tl HUYEro Takoro He cnpocuina... — Kiayn
MOYEMY-TO 3a0€CIIOKOUIICS.

— Torpna B ueM aeno?

— Ilpocto 1... MHE...

— EMy mATBCOT JIET, — BMELIAJICSA HETEPIEIUBBINA P3iA.

— PoiiBeH! — rna3za Knayna cranu kpacHbIMH. OH ObLI FOTOB
pa3opBaThb P35 Ha KyCKM.
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— A 410 s Takoro cka3an? Bcero nuue OTBETHJI Ha BOMpOC, a
He 3aMKaJCcs, KaK Thl, — 3alluuancs Pi.

— [Iatecot siet! BoT kpyTo! — Bocxutunacey JlaHn3b.

— Kpyro? — ynuBunucs 3ak, Knaya u Paii.

OHH MOJOLUIH K IOMUKY DTHUsIHA. YK€ B JABEPAX YBHAETH, 4TO
B JOME BCE MEPEBEPHYTO BBEPX IHOM. JTO MOKa3ajoCh MM
CTpaHHBIM, €LlE€ COBCEM HEIAaBHO Ty T ObUI MOJIHBIA MOPSIAOK.

— Yto 3gech nmpouszouwno? — yauBuiace Janudns. — KTo 310
caenain?

— Jxek! — orBeTH] 3aK ¢ 6€CITOKOHCTBOM.

VYacHbIii OeCropsioOK HAnmoMHHaA OOJIBLIYIO CBaJIKY: CTOJI,
KyXOHHas MoCyJa, KaKHe-TO JIUCThl U JIOKYMEHTbl — BCE ObLIO
NEPEBEPHYTO U COPOLIEHO HA MOJI.

— EcTtb kTO-HMOYB? — cipocun Pai.

— [Ipunu Ixek ytammn ux B ctpany lapkHec. BunuMmo, peuiun
pa3BJieubCsl HEMHOT O, — Npeanosoxuia Kpucramna.

— I'ne Otusu? — cnpocun Paii, npoBepsiss KOMHATHI.

Bce Monuyanu. HUKTO He 3Haj, 4TO C HUM, MOXET OBITh, €r0
YK€ HET B HUBBIX.

— Jlopa 3ak! — apoxaium rojJlocoM KpUKHYJ P3ii U3 cnasbHH.

3ak Opocuics tyaa. CTpallHOE 3pesIMIIE OTKPBLIOCH MEpel €ro
rina3ami... JlaHuais npubexana 3a HUM.

— Yro cinyuunocs?

OHa yBuaena, 4To DTHUSH JIEXKHT Ha MOJy B cnajbHe, a 3aK C
BOJIHEHUEM IIIYTAET y HErO MYyJIbC.

Hacrtynuna rpoboBas TUIIMHA.

— OH MepTB? — cnipocu ¢ TpeBoroi Kiay.

3ak Moiyas. OH He MOT NTPOMU3HECTH HH clioBa. Kak cka3arb MM,
4TO Apyr ero nAerctBa mepTB?! 3ak BBITEpP CKaTUBLIYIOCS MO
ILieKe cle3y.

— Jlopa 3ak? — noBTopuna Bonpoc Kpucrana.

— Ja! OH MepTB.

Kinayn u P3#i onycTuiau rosioBbl. 3ak cTapajicsi CKpbITh CBOE
rope ¥ BCE, YTO HAKHUIEJIO Y HEro Ha ayuie. Ymo [xcexky HvicHo?
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Ueco on dobusaemcsa? Y neco ecmb 6cé. Ewe nemunoco, u ou
3aenadeem gcell A1bOMCEeHOOoU, Ye2o euje emy He xeamaem?

3aKk cuaen Ha KOPTOYKax Y H3roOJIOBbs Jpyra C Me4daliblo B
rjaasax.

— Jla ynokouTcsl ero ayuia, — IpOU3HEC OH, HAKOHELL.

JlaHu3nab mojaouuia OJM3KO M HEXHO MOIIaAuja €ro Io
BOJIOCaM. 3aK MOJHSAJ TOJIOBY M 3aMETHUJI B €€ IJ1a3ax »KaJoCTh.
[louemy ona cmompum na mensi mak? Xeamum! Xeamum mak
cyrompems Ha meHs!

— He cMotpu Ha MeHs Tak! — KPHUKHYJ OH U BBICKOYWI W3
KOMHATHI.

Kpucrtauia Beitepia cie3sl. OHa 3Hana, noyemy 3ak Tak ceOs
BENET.

— He nenakite Hudero. Jlaiite emy noObITh OMHOMY! — KpHKHYJIa
OHa. A 3aTeM, TSXKeJIO B3JOXHYB, MOJHsJIA C M0Jla, CBEPHYTHIH B
PYJOH, TNIOMATBIM ra3eTHeld JucT. Ha pasBopore ObuM
dororpadun JlaHudsip U 3aka. A B OOBSBICHHMHM 10X
doTorpadusiMu UX UMEHa U HAANKUCh: "B po3bicke".

Kpucrenna ¢ TpeBorou risinyJia Ha [[aHusiib.

— Yrto ewme cayuwiocb? — wucnyrajach Ta. Kpucramia
pa3BepHyJa nepea €€ rja3amMu pyJiOH, OH ObUT BECb U3MAT U
NONOXOKEH MO KpasMm. B cepeaune nucra [laHusne yBHzena
¢otorpaduu. OHa B OLICTIEHEHUH YCTABUJIACh HA OOBSBJICHUE. —
MeI1 B po3sbicke?

— HyxHo npeaynpeauts 3aka! — 3acyetusics Pan.

— S Hanny ero, — Bei3Basics Kiay .

— Her, s! — Bo3pasuna [laHu3nb. OHa cXBaTWja rasery M
BbIOEXkasla U3 Jomuka DthsHa. Knayn Obul roTtoB mobOexarh 3a
Heil. OH ObL1 HepaBHOAYLIEH K J[aHUAJIb, XOTSI MOHUMAJI, YTO OHA
MPOCTO XOPOIIO K HEMY OTHOCHUTCS, €€ yJiblIOKa ¢ CaMOro Hadaja
cpa3una Knayna. Korna oH Buaen 3ty ynblOKy, eMy CTaHOBHJIOCH
TEIUIO U paJOCTHO Ha Jylle.

Janusnp Oexana BAOJIb yiaulbl. Yxe creMHeno. Hactynuna
HOYb M JIyHa CBETWJIAa Hal €& rojioBod. Bapyr oHa cHoOBa

70



ycIblllaja yaapel, TO4HO TAKHE XK€, KaK B MEPBLIA pa3 B IOME Y
nsia ['eHpH, a moToM Ha o3epe. 3aTeM B yuiax 3a3Bydvasia OTKyIa-
TO 3HaKOMasi il Mejioaus. 3aka HUrJe He ObLIo BUIHO. Heyxenu
oHH ycnenu ero noiMars? Ho... HeT, BOT OH!
3ak cuzesl Ha KAMEHHOM MOCTY, COEIMHSBILEM JIEPEBHIO C

necom. [lon MocToM, B JIyHHOM cBeTe cBepkajio Benukoe O3epo
AnpmkeHabl. JIaHU3JIb HE XOTEJIOCh HAA0€AaTh 3aKy, HO BCE XKe
OHa OCTOPOXHO NMPHUOJIU3UIIACh K HEMY. 3aK CHJIe]l, CBECHB HOTH
BHH3, H UrpaJl HA Ayaouke. J[aHW3JIb MOHsJA, YTO UMEHHO ITY
MEJIOJMI0 OHa cliblliana paHswie. OH Urpan M CMOTpEN Ha
ragkylo, TMepeuBYaTy0 BOJAY O3€pa. 3BYKH YCMOKaWBaIOUIEH
My3bIKH pa3jIMBAIMCh Haa BoAoW. Tenepp J[laHuaibp He
COMHEBAJIaCh. UMEHHO 3Ta MEJIOAUs 3BydaJia M3 LIKATYyJIKH B
nqome asaad [eHpu. 210 Oblna KoJsiblOenbHas. 3aKk  3aMETHJI
JlaHusab U nepectan urpath. JaHWane nogouuia nodyvxe, oHa
Oossiach, 4TO 3aK OMNATH paccepAUTCss Ha HeE€, HO OHa JOJDKHA
OblJIa paccka3aTh eMy 00 OObsIBIIEHUH.

— H3BUHHU, s He OoKeH ObUT Tak KpU4aTh Ha TeOs, —
HEOXKUIAHHO CKa3aJl OH.

— Het! D10 g BHMHOBaTa. S mnosgBuMiace, 34€Ch, H BCE
YCJIOXKHHJIOCH ellie OoJIblIe.

— Tsl kak pa3 HM B 4YeM He BUHOBaTa. Hauiu Oeapl CBaJIUIIUCH
Ha TeOs1, MpUYEM BCe cpa3y.

— HesaxHo! Ceityac 310 y>k€ He UME€ET HUKAKOIO 3HaY€HHUS. ..

— Yr10? I'0BOpH, 4YTO €eule CAYYUJIOCH?

— Mbl B po3bicke, — ckazaia JlaHu3iabp M MoOKa3zajga emy
OOBSIBJICHHE.

— He moxet ObiTh! CtO 30510TBIX MOHeT!.. Kak Jlkxek Mor
ONyCTUTbCS 10 Takoro?.. Hama meHa — cTO 30JIOTBIX MOHeET!
Yto oH TBOpHUT?!

— Yro?

— OH npITaeTCs 3aXBaTUTh BJIACTh C MOMOILBIO JE€HET U yIrpo3.
1o He rymanHo! Yro Teneps Oyaem aenath? — crnpaiiuBan 3ak
OecriomouHo. BriepBrie oH aan BoJo clie3aM. — Bcé paspyiieHo!
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Bcé! On coBceM 3a0b11 0 Hac! OH 3a0bLI, KTO €ro CEMbBA... OH
MEIJIEHHO pa3pylUaeT BCKO AJIbDKEHIY.

Jlanuaib cena psaoM. EH onsiTh 3aX0TeNIOCh €ro MorjaauTh,
HO OHa clep)KaJlach, OHA MOHMUMaJa: 3aK B30PBAJICS, IOTOMY YTO
peLInI, 4TO OHa xaseet ero. Ho oH Obl1 He mpaB. JTO He ObLIa
xaJsioctb. [IpocTo oHa xoTesna nmoaaep>kaThb €ro U ObITh C HUM B
TPYJAHYIO MUHYTY.

— 51 3Ha, YTO HE CMOTry OCTAHOBUTb TBOM CJI€3bl, HO, Ja)ke
ecqii Obl Morja, s Obl HE ciejajia 3Toro. Jlaih BOJIKO 4yBCTBaM,
TeO€ CTAHET JIeTye.

BiiaxxHbIMHM OT cjie3 r1a3aMu  3akK I[JISIHYJl Ha TPYCTHOE JIHILIO
JlaHU371b M ONYCTHJI TOJIOBY €M Ha Iuieyo. EMy crasno Jierye u
CIIOKOMHEE.

— Cnacubo tebe, — cka3aJl OH.

— 3a 4yto?

— 3a 10, 4TO ThI €CTh. U 3a TO, 4TO ThI 31€CH, PAAOM CO MHOH.

JlaHusap paciuibljiach B CHAacCTJIMBOM YJIBIOKE, HUX B3TJIAbI
BCTPETUWJIUCh MU TyObl TMOYTH COMNPUKOCHYJHUCH. JKenaHue
noueJsioBaTh €€ B ryObl TaK OBJIaJIeJI0 3aKOM, YTO OH Y€ ObLI HE
B CHJIaX CJepXaTb ce0sl U BECh TAHYJICS K HEW, 3aKpbIB IJjia3a...
JlaHu371b B3BOJIHOBAHHO CMOTpeJia Ha Hero. CTpallHbI TPOXOT
CO CTOpPOHBI JICPEBHU pa3opBajl THUIIMHY. 3aK B3JPOTHYJI, CHOBa
JlaHu3/1b yBHJEJAa Ha €ro JMIE pacTepsHHOCTh U TpeBory. OH
NPHUCJIYLLAJICS.

— OTtKyna 310? — CIpPOCHJI OH.

— He 3Har, — THXO oTBeTHIA JIaHUAJIb.

3aK C HEXHOCTBKO MOCMOTpesl Ha He€. Bo BTOpoM pa3 OH
MOMNBITAJICS MOLEJOBaTh €€ W noTteprnes Heyaadyy. MoxeT ObITh,
NOTOMY 4YTO 3TO 3aMlpeLlIeHO, Cyb0a KaXK/Ibli pa3 OCTaHaBJIMBAJIA
ero?

— W3BUHH, s HE XOTeJ MmyraThb TeOs.

— Ceityac 310 yxe HeBaxHO. OTKyJa 3TOT I'pOXOT, U KPUKU? —
C TPEBOIOH MbITajlacChb MOHATH JlaHUAJIb.

BoipaxkeHue nuua 3aka u3MeHusoch. MUx oboux OGecnokou
CTPALLHBIN LIYM.
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— 3ak! Yto-TO HenagHoe CIYYHIIOCH!

— Tel gymaeus, 370 U3 goma ITUsiHa? — JlaHWAJb MpUULJIA B
y>ac OT 3TOH MBICJTH.

— Her... Het!.. He MoxeT ObITh! — OHAa copBajlach C MecTa H
nomM4ajiach B CTOPOHY JOMa.

— Jlanmanse! Iloctoi! — kpukHyn 3ak U OpOCHIICA 3a HEW.
Eciu >mo max, mo 6ce, KmMoO mam HAxo0amcs, Mocym
nocmpaoams. OHHM Oexanu BIONb AepeBHU. Bo Bcex nomax ObLI
NnorameH CBET B OKHaX. BUIAMMO, JI0M UCMYrajuch U PELINIIH
BBIKITIOUHUTH CBET.

— Oun Oositca? IlodToMy moTywMaM Jiamnel? — crpocuia
JIaHHU3JIb.

— HaBepnoe. Tak Bcerna ObIBaeT, Korjia npuOJHKAETCS CMEPTD,
— OTBETHJ 3aK.

Ouu nonbexanu k nomy, JlaHuanb yke roroBa Obljla BOMTH
BHYTPb, KaK BAPYr 3aK PE€3KO CXBaTHJ €€ 3a PYyKY H OTTSHYJ
Ha3aj.

— Yro ThI neNaelb? — yIMBUJIACH OHA.

— TaM KTO-TO €CTh, — LIEINHYJ OH €H Ha YX0, — HO OHHU HE
HaLLH PY3bS.

10 OBUT €IUHCTBEHHBI IOM BO BCEH J€peBHE, B OKHax
KOTOpPOI0 ropeJi CBeT. 3aK CXBaTUJ JJaHW3/1b 33 pyKy W MOTaLUJ
B CTOPOHY, OHHM CNIPSTAJIUCH 3a YIJIOM JioMa DTHSHA.

— Heuero Obl10 MEHs Tak TSHYTh, — paccepaniack JlaHuab. —
Mse Ob110 6051BHO!

— IloMonuu, nmoxanyicra! — nepedbun 3ak. OH BbITJIAABIBAI,
4TOOBI Y3HaTh, KTO B IoMe. HO OTTyna HUKTO He BBIXOJIMJI.

— Heuero 3aTbikaTh MHE pOT! — HEe ycrokauBajiach JJlaHHAb.

— Ilpoknstue, onu yxxe Tam!

— Kt0 onu? — [laHuaap TOXE BhIMIsIHYJNa. M3 noma BbIXOAMIH
YeJIOBEKOMNOA00HbIE YYyJOBHIIA C KPaCHbIMU TJla3aMH, YEPHOH,
KaK yroJjib, KO>XX€#, U C O4€Hb JJIMHHBIMU PYKaMH C OTPOMHBIMH

KOIrTAMH XHUIIHHUKOB. OHH He IIJIH, a4 CKOpeEE, TNEpE€ABHUIaJINCh
OrPOMHBIMH MPBIHKKAMH — 3TO OBLJIH OPKH.
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JlaHuaJib e1Ba HE BCKPHUKHYJIA, HO 3aK KPEMNKO 3a)kald € poT
pykoii. — He kpuuu! Eciiu oHM Hac noiMaroT — yObIOT.

JlaHuanp CO CTpaxoM CMOTpejia Ha OpKOB. 3ak OblI Mpas,
HEJIb3S1 JOMYCTHUTh, YTOOBI UX TMOHMAJIH.

— I'ne onn? Yept nobepu! — 37100HO NpopbIyag OJAUH U3 OPKOB
M B3MaxHYJI KOTTUCTOU PYKOH.

— W-w-w! — npowentan 3ak. Korga opku CKpbLIMCh U3 BUJA,
OH yOpaJji CBOIO pyKYy OT jula J[aHu3Jib.

— WM3BHMHH, 4YTO g cuenan TedOe OOJBHO, HO €cJii OBl OHH
MOKWMaJId MEHs, TO HE TOJILKO MOSI, HO U TBOS XU3Hb ObLJIU Obl B
OMAaCHOCTH.

— Ilonumaro, — orBetHna JlaHudnab. OHa TsKeJIO JblLIANA.
Bapyr BCOMHHUIACh CTpalllHasg KapTHHA pa3pyLLUEHHOr0 ropoja,
KOTOPYIO OHa BHJEJIa B CBOEM CHE.

— UYrto 310 OBLIO? KTO OHH?

— D710 cTpaxHukd npuHua Jlxeka — opku. OHM Bceraa
CJIY>KWJIM U ciyXaT [[bsABouy.

— Ham Hamo "nmereth" otcroma! — ckazana JlaHudJgb H
NOCMOTpeJIa Mo cTopoHaM. Bokpyr He ObLIO HU nyuid. JlepeBHs
onycrena.

— Xopowas uzaes! — cornacuicsa 3ak. OH B3s1 €€ 3a pyKy H
noseJ kK BenukoMy O3epy AsbIKEH]BI.

— 3ad4eM MbI CHOJIa NPULIJIK? — Cripocuia JJaHU3Ib.

— Tbl Beab yxke OTBETHJIA HA 3TOT BOINPOC, HJIA TOrO, YTOOBI
yJETETh OTCIOJIa. DTO MbI C€MYac U CIEJIaeM.

— Yro? 4 He 310 UMena B BUAY. Kak Mbl MOXEM YJIETETh HA
camoM jaene?

— VY 1ebs Benp ecTh Kpblbs. Tak B yeM mnpobisieMa? — ckasal
3aK W WarHyja B 03epo.

— Tsl cMeewbcs Hago MHoM? Jla? — JlaHM371b OpOCHIIO B
JIPOXb.

— Ecau y MeHs Ha CIlMHE HapUCOBaHbl KpbUIbs, 3TO €LIE HE
3HAYMT, YTO 51 YMEIO JIETaTh HA CAMOM JEJIE.

— Wnu croga, — no3Baj 3aK ¥ NPOTSAHYJI €U PYKY.
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JlaHua1b kosedbanack. OHa cama He 3Hajia, MOXHO JI1 BEPHUTH
B TO, YTO OHA yYMEET JIETATh.

Anas MoJiocka CBETa 3acHsijla Ha BOCTOKE, HACTyMaj BOCXO/,
M TIEpPBbIE€ PO30OBBIE YTPEHHHE H OPAHXKEBbIE OJIMKH O3apsuld HX
ML M CBEPKAJIM HA IIaAKoh 03epHO# Boje. 3aK OblJI OCOOEHHO
KpacHB B JIy4aX BOCXOSILEro COJIHLA, 3€JIEHBIE IJ1a3a OjecTenH,
a 30JIOTHCTBIE BOJIOCHI HAIIOMUHAJIHU A3bIKH TUJIAMEHH.

CoJiHLIE MOJAHUMAJIOCH M BCE sipue OCBELLAIo HEOO U 3EMITIO.

— Wnau crona! — cHoBa no3Ban 3ak.

— He 3Haro, mojay4yuTcs JIM y MeHs?7 — HHUKaK HE pelaiach
JlaHHAIIb.

— Koneuno! TsI TOJIBKO monpoOyi!

JlaHu31p BoOlILIA B BOJAY U MOJIOXKHJIA PYKH Ha Tuieyd 3aka.

— VY 1ebs Bce nonyuutcs! He 6ofics! — 3ak HE)XHO nornaaui eé
YyepHbIe, KAK BOPOHBE KPbLJIO, BOJIOCHI.

— Kakas cuena! AnmnoaucMmeHTol! — paspasncs rojoc. — [IBe
NTHUYKH MONAJTUCH B OJIHY CETH!

KpacuBass BbICOKasi JKEHIIMHA, 3aBEpHyTas B YEPHYIO
MaHTHIO, BbIIJIA U3 YKPBITHA.

— K10 3T10? — cnipocuna JlaHH3Ib.

— JlaHuasb, BCTaHb mo3aau MeHsi! — ckaszan 3ak u yopan e€
PYKH CO CBOHUX ILJIEY.

— Ilouemy? Kto oHa? TsI ¢ HE 3HAKOM?

— 210 Kupa, ogHa u3 oxotHuu [xeka. OHa O4YeHb 3Jlasg U BO
BCEM MOKOpHa J[keKy.

— Kwupa? — JlaHu316 BHUMATENBHO MOCMOTpEJIa Ha XKEHILHHY,
KOTOpasi XO0JIOAHO €il ynblOanack. Kupa BeITSHYy1a B UX CTOPOHY
PYKY U mpou3Hecsa 3akjiuHaHhe. O3epo 3aBOJHOBAJIOCH, KaKas-
TO CTpaHHas CWUJIa B3BWJACh HaJd HHUMH, U CETh, MOXOXasi Ha
OOJIbIIYI0O  PBIOOJIOBHYIO, HaKpbila HMX. 3aK  MOMBITAICS
nepepe3aTb HUITH CBOUM MEYOM, HO €MY 3TO HE YJIajoCh.

— Yro nHam genate? — JlaHWAJb BUENWIACH B €ro pydoaxy Hu3
rpyooro noJyioTHa.

— Hedyero nenate. Mbl B JiOByllIKE! — OTBETHUN 3aK M CMeEJIO
TJISIHYJI psSIMO B ri1y0okue yepHble ria3a Kupsl.
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Y npi0ka cowna ¢ nuua Kupsl. OHa BBITSIHY 1A BIiepea MPaBYro
PYKY M CHOBa MpoOLIENTAla 3aKJIMHAHUE HA HEMOHATHOM JIPEBHEM
a3bIKe. JlaHW3Ib BAPYr NMOYYBCTBOBaja CUJIBHBIM YKOJ, OyITO
KTO-TO NMPOTKHYJ €€ rojoBy WTHIKOM. Hadanoce ctpauiHoe
rOJIOBOKPY>KE€HHUE, U OHA NMOTEpsijia CO3HAHUE.

Janusne ¢ TpyaoM oTKpbLia ria3a. OHa yBuzaesna cedsi CHoBa Ha
ynuuax ManxatreHa. ['onoBa OoJiela M cierka Kpy»KHIach.
Jpkuil CONHEYHBIM CBET cienui riada. Bokpyr He ObUIO HH
Aywd. Y Heé OpoXaldu KOJEHKH, XOTS Ha JTOT pa3 oOHa
NOHUMAJIA, YTO BUAUT COH.

— D! Ecth 3aech KTO-HUOYAb? — KpHUKHYJIAa OHA, M 3XO
pa3HEeCJIOCh MO BCEH OKPYTE.

— KTo-T0 capiiut mens? [Ipopouunua, Tel 31€Ch?

JaHu3ap  orjsapiBajJjack MO  CTOPOHAM, YbS-TO  TEHb
IPOMEJIbKHYJIA MEXAY AOMaMH. JTO ObUI TO JIM MAJIbYHUK, TO JIH
JI€BOYKa.

— W, Tol! — no3Bana JlaHu3b.

TeHb ocTaHOBHUJACh. [JaHW3b yBHUEIA MAJIEHBKYIO JIEBOYKY.
Ona ycraBunacb Ha JlaHudap M yJablOHyjdace  3J10H
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MUCKYCCTBEHHOM YNBIOKOH. 3aTeM OHa OTBEPHYJach MU CHOBa
CKpbLIaCh MEXIY JOMaMH.

— JleBouka! JleBouka! Ilomoxau! — kpukHyna J[laHu37p H
nom4asiach 3a HEH.

JlaHu3Ib  [UIyTaja MexXAy JOMaMH, TMbITaACh MOHMATh
nesouky. OHa yBueNa, YTO A€BOYKa BOexaia B A0M, U JlaHUAJIb
BollIa BcJiea 3a Hel. JJoM Obli 00sb1LONH, H300UI0BaT BCAKHMH
YKpalUEHUAMH: C TOTOJNKA CBHUCAJIM XPYCTajbHBIE JIOCTPBI,
BCIOJly paccTaBlieHa JepeBsiHHas Mebenb ¢ pe3p0oil, Ha pe3pde
JIpeBHUE CUMBOJIBI, HA CTEHAX pa3BElLaHbl CTAPHHHBIE OPTPETHI,
M300pakaBLLIKE BEJIMUECTBEHHBIX MOXHUJIBIX MepcoH. Ha oaHom
M3 TOPTPETOB KPACOBAICS  IJIOTHBIM MY>XYHHA C YEPHBIMHU
BOJIOCAMH U CBETJIO-TOJyObIMH TJla3aMH, B LLIEJIKOBON OAEXKIE H
C OpPJIMHBIM NEpOM Ha uwisine. PsAIoM BHceNl MOPTPET KEHUIUHBI,
KpacaBHIbl C NBILIHON LIEBEJIIOPOM 30JI0THIX BBIOLIUXCS BOJIOC, B
iaTe€ C TJIYOOKHM J€KOJbTE, OrOJISIBIUIMM WICK0 W IUIEYH.
JlaHu3/1b  BOCXMTHJIaCh €€ KpacOTOHM, a BBIPAXEHUE TIJia3
YKEHILIMHBI MOYEMY-TO ObLIO € 3HakoMoO. J[aHM3/Ib MOKa3a10Ch,
4TO BCE JIMLIA C MOPTPETOB CMOTPAT HA HEE 3HAKOMBIM B3IJISIIOM
CBETJIO-ronyObix ra3. Jlanuaie nogouuia K IpyroMy BbIXOAY U3
3ajla C MOPTPETaMH U OTKPbLIA TSHKEJYIO JIBEPb. 3a IBEPBIO ObLJ
ele OIAMH OOoJILLION 3aJl, ¢ KOJIOHHAMH H3 Oesoro kaMHs. B
LIEHTPE 3aJla, HA OTPOMHOM TIJIbIOE U3 TAKOro e O0eJloro Kamus,
KpacoBaJIMChb TpU Meda. OAMH MeY C CepeOpsSHOM PYKOATKOM,
YKpAalIEHHOW YE€pPHBIM OPHAMEHTOM; BTOPOH M€Y C PYKOATKOH
roay0oro 1BeTa, C 30JIOTBIM OpPHAMEHTOM; TPETHH MeEY C
PYOHHOBOH PYKOATKOH M OPHAMEHTOM, OPaH)XEBBIM, KaK S3bIKH
iaMeHHu. Ubs-TO TEHb CHOBA CKOJIb3HYJIa MUMO HEE.

— Yro Tebe Hy)HO? — yChplilaga OHAa HEXHBIW )KEHCKHUM TroJIoC.
— Hwuyero! — orBetnna JlaHuanp, He BUAs cOOECEAHHUILY.

— Huyero? U 1e6s HUKTO HE X €T? — CIPOCHJI r0JIOC.

— Hukro. Hukro MeHs He xJerT.

— Torga yto Tede 31eCh HYXKHO?

~ 5 xe cka3ana, HUYEro... pa3Be YTO MPOCHYTHCA?
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— [lodyemMy Tbl pewinsia, 4TO T€OS HUKTO HE XKIET? — CIOPOCHUI
roJioc.
— ... 1 ommOaack. 3aK MEHS XET.

XeHupHa ¢ ronayObIMH  Ila3aMH, MOXOXHUMHM Ha TrJja3za
JlaHuaiib, BcTasia nepea HeU. Y He€ ObLIM 4YepHble, ClajaBUIde
Ha IUIEYH, BOJIOCHI U Ha LlI€€ HUTKA YEPHOTrO XEMUYra.

— Tbl kTO? — cnipocuna JlaHu3Jib.

— DTO He HUMEET 3HAYEHHUs, — OTBETWIA Ta CO 3HAKOMBIM
J1laHU3J1b BICOKOMEPHEM U 100aBUJIa CHUCXOAUTEJIbHBIM TOHOM:

— MHe 04eHb XKaJib, HO 1 HE MOTY HUYEM TeOe MOMOYb.

— [lonumatro, — ckazana JlaHu31b, — HO MHE HUYETO HE HYXHO.

— 3Har! — ynbIOHyach xkeHuMHa. OHa NocMOoTpeia B CTOPOHY
YEPHOro Meuya C cepeOpsHON PYKOSTKOM, YKPAllEHHOW 4YE€pHbIM
opHaMeHTOM. — U s yBepeHa, 4yTo 3ak OTJIMYHO crnpaBUTCA Oe3
T€Os, JlaHUAIb.

— OTKyna Thl 3Haellb MO€ UMA? — yIUBUJIACh JJaHUAIIb.

— Sl MHOro Bcero 3Haw, — OTBETHJIA XXEHILIMHA U PE3KO
BbITalllWJIa Me€4Y. — MHe OuYeHb Xajib, HO Thl HE BEpPHEULIbCA
00paTHoO.

JlaHU371b TJIsIHYJ1a HA M€Y B €€ pYKE.
— Thl yObelb MeHsI? — cripocHJia OHA.
— Het! — 3acmesnach xeHumuHa. — A He Mory youTts besnoro
JpakoHa.

Hanu3np Opocusio B apoxb. OHa ckazana, umo s benvii
Hpakon!? Yenyxa. Kax s moey oOvimb benvim [pakornom?!
CekyHoouky... Hem nuxakoco benoco [lpakona. A, mooxcem
Oblmb, oHa oymaem, ymo s Yepuwiit /[pakon?

— S He Mory ObiTb YepHbIM J[IpakOHOM, — HCNYraHHO

yibIOHYyach JJaHU3b.
— 3Haw! — oTBETHJIA )KEHUIMHA. 3aTEM NOMoJIYaia U Jo0aBuJa:
— Ho s He roBopuna, yrto 1ol YepHbini [pakoH. S cka3aia,
yto Tbl benbii JlpakoH. — OHa mnokjgoHunach JlaHW3JIb.
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— IloyeMy Tbl Tak roBopulIb? — HegoyMeBasa JlaHuab. — S He
Benblii [IpakoH, — HEYBEPEHHO CKa3ajla OHa, — a KTO K€ TOoraa
Yepusiit {pakoH?

— A 3TO TO, YTO Thl JOJDKHA yrajaaTb caMa, — OTBETHJA
YKEHILMHA.

JlaHW?JIb BHUMATEJILHO CMOTpEJIa Ha XeHIIMHY. Ha Hel Obna
TpadUUMOHHAs olexnaa: Oenas MJIHMHHasA r00Ka, O1y3Ka - KHMOHO,
IIHPOKHI1 MOSIC C YEPHBIM Y30pOM. Pyka, B KOTOpO# OHa AepikaJa
Meu, Obuta B O€JION TmepyaTke C YEPHBIM OPHAMEHTOM, KHUCThb
BTOpOl PYKH TNPHKpBIBAJ pyKaB KHMOHO, Ha HOTrax 4YEpHbIE
MSTKHE Canoru.

— Kak s yragaw? — noxana rjie4yamu [[aHu1b.

— D710 oueHb npocto. [TocMOTpH BOKpPYr U Thl YBHUOMWLIb, TAE
crpaTtaH J{pakoH.

JlaHu31bp KUBHYJIa rosoBoM. EH Ka3ajmoch, 4TO OHa rle-TO
y)K€ BHIENA 3Ty IKEHIHMHY paHbuie. OHa TrisHyJa B €€
CMeEIOLLHecs IJ1a3a M cKa3alia:

— Bboasuioe cnacu6o!

— He 3a uyto! — orBeTMna Ta M Hcye3na. JlaHWAIbL CHOBa
ocTajlach HaeJHHE cO CBoeid HOBOH 3aragkod. OHa mojounuia K
TPEM MEYaM.

I'0e ace on cnpaman, amom Hepnuwiu [paxon? H nouemy amo
s benviu /[pakon? — cnpammBaiia oHa ceosl.

Jauusne pasrisgpiBasia Meuyd. YepHbld Med BEpHYJICS Ha
cBoe Mecto. OHa BHHUMATEJILHO OCMOTpEJia PYKOsITKY OeJoro,
Kak cHer, Meua. Kakas-to cuna Bieksa €€ Kk Hemy. OHa B3s1ach
3a pyKOSITKY M MOTsHYJa €€ k cebe. Huuero He npounsouuio. OHa
MOTsiHyJla K cebe eure pa3 Uu30 BCEH CHUJIBI, TAK KaK MOYEMY-TO
NOBEpUIIA, YTO, BBITALLIMB 3TOT M€Y, Cpa3y e OYHETCS OT CHa.
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3aKk CkMMan B pyke Med C cepeOpsiHOH pykosTkoi. OH
cpaxaincs ¢ KupoH yxe HECKONbKO 4acoB, U CHJIbI €ro OblJIH Ha
UCXOJE.

Kupa 37100H0 cMoTpena Ha Hero. OHa aepxkana CBOM Meu ¢
HallpaBJIEHHBbIM B CTOPOHY 3akKa OCTpHEM. 3aK OIJIAHYJICA. 3a HUM
Ha TpaBe Jexana [lanuasne 06e3 co3HaHus. KpoBb couusiach U3 eé
roJIOBbl U pacTeKanach CTPYHKOH IO JI0Y.

— Bcé euie nepexuBaeuib U3-3a CBOEH KPacOTKH? — 3JI0paJiHO
cba3Buiia Kupa. HaBepHsika, oHa xorena HaBpeaAuTb JlaHWAJb.
ITO IaBHOE, UTO €ro decrnokousno celyac. Ilouemy oHa ckasana
"TBOsI KpacoTka"? 3ak MOKpacHeEN U OYEHb PacCepIHIICA.

— OHa He MOost KpacoTka! — KpPHMKHYJI OH B OTBET.

Kupa pacxoxorasace. OHa W He aymajna, 4yTo OH Yycnen
Cepbe3HO BJIOOUTbCS B JlaHM3JIb 32 TAKOE KOPOTKOE BpEMS.
«YTO-TO €CTh B J3TOM [JEBUYOHKE, €CJIM CyMena €ero Tak
OKOJIJI0BaTh», — pELlIMUJIa OHA.

3ak yctan v Tskeso abian. OH 4yBCTBOBaJI, YTO YXE C
TpyAoM BbiaepkuBaeT HaTUCK Kupbl. OHa Obuta CUJIbHEH e€ro.
OH nogymain, 4yTo yMpeT. B 3TOT MOMEHT eMy XOTeJIOCh TOJIBKO
OJHOI0 — YBUJETH €llie pa3 yiablOKy JlaHU3Ib.

— Jdanusns! — npowenTtan oH U 00epHyJicsA. JlaHU3Ib JIexkana Ha
CrUHE, €€ 4To-TO Oecrnokouio. 3ak B3AOXHYJ. «HaBepHoe, onsTh
BUAUT COH», — 3aKJIFOYMJI OH.

B 3toT MOMeHT Kupa HanpaBuia Ha HEro OCTpHE Meyda. 3aK
noayMas, YTO MOXET €ll€ NMPOU3HECTH 3aKisAThe. Beab 3TO He
3anpeweHo. Haobopot! O otOpocun B cTopoHy Med. Kupa
NOAOLLIA COBCEM OJIU3KO.

— CrpaliHo? — crnpocujia OHa, SA3BUTEBHO YJblOasch. — Eciu
Tbl OOHULIBCA, NpeJIaral Tede caaTbes.

— Hert! 4l He 60t0Cch M He cnamcs. — OTBeTUN 3aK TBEPAO.

— IlpekpacHo. Toraa s nojsiydyy HCTUHHOE YJIOBOJIbCTBHE.

— 51 nomMewar TebOe MOJyuyUTb €ro, — CKazajl OH, cOpocun ¢
njeya TIulall U MPUHAJI BOUHCTBEHHYIO M03y. OH CXXasl KyJlaku H
HaOpocuiics Ha Kupy, nbitascb ynaputh €€ no auuy. Ho Ta, u
rjla3oM He MOPrHyB, OTpa3uJia yaap, U 3aK ynaju Ha TpaBy.
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Kupa Bce ¢ TOH € KOBapHO# YynbIOKOH npHOIH3HIACE K
JlaHHAJIb.

— Buxy, Thl 3aynpsmuica. A eciM s pacnpaBilOCh C HEH,
HaZE€l0Ch, TEOS ITO HE OYEHBb PACCTPOHUT?

Ona notsHyna JlaHn31b 3a BOJOCHI H CTaJ1a MOJHHMATDb €€ C
3eMJIM. 3aK MTHOBEHHO BCKOYHJI Ha HOTH.

— OTtnyctHn e€! — 3akpH4an OH.

— VY T1e6s HeT npaBa TpeboBaTth! — Bo3pasusa Kupa u ewe
cwibHer noTsaHyna JlaHuab 3a Boaockl. JJaHn3nb noyyBCTBOBAJIA
00J1b, XOTb U OblJ1a 6€3 CO3HAHHA.

Mexny Kupoi u 3akoM BHOBb 3aBsi3asach apaka, Kupa
BeINYCTHJIA W3 pyK JlaHH3ab. 3ak ycnesa noaxXxBaTHTb €€, He 1aB
eit ynactb Ha 3eM10. OH nonoxun [laHu3b Ha npekHee MeCTO H
CHoBa ¢ Kynakamud HaOpocwics Ha Kupy. Ho Kupa cymena
OTpa3uTh Bce €ro yaapol. AnoButas ynsiOka He cxolauina c e€
ryo.

3aKk BbITEp JAJOHBKO KpOBb, KOTOpas Kanasa M3 €ro
pacce4eHHOM ryObl.

— XBaTtuT! — cka3zan 3ak, — nopa 3aKaH4YHBaTb 3Ty HIPY.

— [lo-MoeMy, urpa naBHO OKOHY€Ha, — napHposana Kupa.

3aK NpPHHAT NO3Y, BLITAHYJ MPaBYK PYKY BIepeld, 3aKpbii
rnasa M COCpPEAOTOYMIICS, MBITAaAChb OCBOOOAMTH BOJMLEOHYIO
cHily. ['yObl ero npouenTtanu 3aKkJHHaHHE.

— He MoxeTt 6biTh! — nopa3unace Kupa.

Bokpyr nanonu 3aka oOpa3oBasioCh KOJbLO YEPHOIrO CBETA.
M yepHas aypa oKkpy»HJja ero Bcero.

— Ho Beab 3Ta BoslIeOHas cuna naHa TOJbKO H3OpaHHBIM
MOIAM KOpoJieBCTBa... — npowentana Kupa. Tax eom na umo
Havekan [xcex. Oxazvleaemcs, Imom weHoK He mak-mo npocm.
Ho oHa He caaBanace. — Hy, nau xe cioaa, weHok!

3ak HaMeTHJ1 TOYKY Ha rpyau Kupbl, oH peuins nopasHtb eé
B cepaue. OH BCMOMHHJI MPHEM, KOTOPOMY y4HJia ero 6abyuika —
koposeBa KpuctuH. Toraa oHa noaapuna emy 3se3ny. YepHoe
CHsSIHHE BOKPYT 3TO# 3BE€3/bl €Lle Toraa H3yMHio 3aka.
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Ho Kupa u3noByuiach, BBIKpYTHJIA PYKY 3aKa, U MOBEPHYJa
ero k cede cnuHoM. JIpyroi pykoi oHa 0OXBaTHJjia €ro 3a LI€Ho.

— OTnycTH MeHs, HEMEJIEHHO! — noTpeboBal OH.

B cBoOonHOM pyke OH Bce eule aepxan 3Be3ny. M3 Heé
CTpyHuJicsi OsieqHbIM TEMHBIN CBET. Kupa ¢ cuiioi nputsinyna 3aka
K ce0€ U NMpoLLIENnTajia Ha YXO:

— W TeMa onycTUTCA Ha Bce XKHUBOE. Tbl XOYELIb OLIYTHUTh
TEIUIO MOETO TeJjla ellie CUIbHEN?

Kupa MeaneHHo onyckana pyky ¢ €ro Lied Ha Ijieyo, NoTOM
Ha Oelpo, NMbITasACh OTOOpaTh 3BE31Yy, BO YTO Obl TO HU CTAJIO, HO
€l 3TO0 HE YyJaBajoCh, 3aK conpoTuBysica. OHa pe3ko
pa3BepHyJia 3aka JulUoM K ceOe. Tenepp OH cMOTpes €l NpsMO B
ria3a. Kupa npubnnsuna ryOsl k ero ryoam:

— OTKyla TakoMy WIEHKY, KaK Tbl, U3BECTHO 3TO KOJIAOBCTBO?
— LlIeNnTajla OHA, IPUTATUBAs €ro Bce OJIMXKe.

— OtnycTtu MeHs! — 3akpuyan 3akx.

— Tbl Beap 3Haewb, s HU 3@ YTO HE OTNYLLY TeOs, Aa)ke eciin
OYEHb MOMNPOCHULLb.

— W 9310 cTaHeT caMoii OOJIBIION OLIMOKOW B TBOEH >KU3HH, —
yJbIOHYJICS 3aK.

— Yto0?! — ynuBunacs Kupa.

3ak cMOTpen el npsiMo B 1a3a. B ero B3risae yxe He ObLIO
npexHero crpaxa. CusiHue, UCXOAMBILIEE OT 3BE3bl B €r0 PYKE,
CTAaHOBMWJIOCh Bce spue. EMy ynamoch BBICBOOOJHUTH PYKYy H
HanpaBuTh 3Be31y Ha Kupy.

Kupa ckopumnace oT 00JM B XHUBOTE, U30 pTa MNOJUJIACH
KpoBb. 3aK ycnea OTCKOYUTh Ha3aa. OH okasajci psaaoM C
JlaHu3Jb 1 OpoCHII Ha IEBOYKY TPEBOXHBIU B3IJISA.

— He nymana, 4To Tl CyMeellb 3alTH TakK AAJEKO, — CTApasiCh
BBIIPSMUTBCS, HO BCE ellie kopyach OoT 001u, npousHecia Kupa.
3n00Has yibiOKa BHOBb MOSIBUJIACh Ha €€ JIULIE.

— Jlagno! Ecnu Tbl Tak cyuTaeuis... Ho Mbl euie BCTpeTUMCs B
0oro! — cka3ana oHa, 3acTaBJiisis cebs yJsbidaTecs. Ho rnaza Kupsl
FOBOPUJIM O TOM, 4YTO OHa chanack. K 00JIbLIOMY YyAUBJIEHUIO

3aka, Kupa HU3KO NOKJIOHUJIACH U UCUE3Ia.
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3ak 00JIErYEHHO B3JIOXHYJ, YCTalo mpHcesa Bo3zje JaHu3mp u
HeXXHO noryiaaui €€ no uieke. OH MOHUMAJ, YTO OHU B JIOBYLIKE,
Ho ceiyac OoJspllie Bcero ero 3ab0TWia MBICIBL O TOM, Kak

npoOyuTh JlaHH3]Ib.

3ak riasHya Ha He0o. CoJiHIE yX€ MOAHAIOCHh BBICOKO H
CBETHJIO SIPKUM OpaHXEBBIM CBETOM C 0OJieJHO-PO30BbIMH
oroimeckaMd. OH BBITEP MOT CO JiDA M MPOU3HEC BCIYX, HE
oTpbiBas rna3 ot Januans: — Yrto OyneMm nenats?..

3aKk cpa3y k€ yBHIEJ, 4TO JIMIO €€ CTajo JIpyrum, Ooliee
O’KMBJICHHBIM, Ka3aJioCh, HUYEro €€ 0oJibllle HE OECMOKOHUT, OH
MOYYBCTBOBAJ B 3TOT MUI K HEH UYTO-TO OCOOEHHOE U HE MOT
MOHATH 3TOro 4yBCTBA. YTO 3TO OBLIO? BiieyeHue, Kakoro oH
HUKOTJ]a HE UCTIBITBIBAJ Npexae?..

%aﬁa 9

JaHusne cuaena Ha mojy M He 3Hala, 4yto jnenats. OHa
XOTeJla OBJIaJIETh O€IbIM MEYOM, HO €l 3TO HE€ YAAJIOCh, MEY HE
noaaaBajicsa ee ycuiauaM. OHa 06e3 ocoboro uHTepeca risiHyJia Ha
apyrue Meuu. [loueMy-To y He€ He ObLIO XeJJaHUS MOMNbITaThCS
CHATH ux. OHa eule pa3 Opocusna yctajubld O€31yMHBIA B3rJIA1 Ha
Oenbli kameHb. JlaHWAJIb ObLIAa B TOJABJIEHHOM HACTPOECHHH,
XOTEN0Ch OBbITh OJHON, HE OCTAJIOCh HUKAKUX CTPEMJICHHUH.

— O#! — ycnellazga oHa Yei-To roJjioc.

Hanuanp oOepHynace. llepen Hel crosiia mnpopoyMlia
Amrmxenapl. OHa Kaxabplid pa3 yauBisia JlaHW3JIb CBOMM
NOSIBJIECHUEM HUOTKY/IA.

— Yto Tebe Hamo? S He B AyXe... — XOJIOAHO MPOU3HECSA
JIaHHAJIb.

83



— CtpanHo! Ilouemy Tbl Tak cuauuib? Thl JOJKHA OTBICKATh
Uepnoro /[lpakoHa. He Tak 1u? — yKOpPHU3HEHHO I[OKaudana
rOJIOBOM MPOPOYHLIA.

— IloBepb, MHE O4eHb TpyAHO 3TO caesate! Tyt Oblia npyras
XKCHIIIMHA, OHAa CKa3aja, 4yTto s besnblii JlpakoH, Mo4yeMy Xe He
nojackasana, rae uckatb YepHoro JlpakoHa? — HEOXOTHO
00bsiCHUIIA JlaHHAIb.

— Xenwmna? Kakas »xeHlIMHA? — npopoudlia MOJOLIA K
JlaHuaJib ¥ BCTana HanpoTUB. [loMo14aB HEMHOT 0, CKa3aJa:

— S He 3Haw, 0 koM Thl roBopuuib! Kakas >XeHIIMHa
paccka3zana tede o benom J[pakoHe?

Bapyr nauuo npopoduibl M3MEHHJIOCh, KaK OyATo goraaka
[pULLIA €d B FOJIOBY.

— CeKkyHOo0u4Ky... — MpolIeNnTaja OHAa B3BOJHOBAaHHO. — EcThb
TOJIbKO OJIHA XXE€HILHHA, KOTOpas 3HaeT o benom [IpakoHe.

— Ha? U xro ona? — cnpocuna JlaHU31b.

— KoponeBa Kpuctudn! OnHa oxaHa 3HaeT TaWHy benoro
JpakoHa. OHa caMa U3 CEMbHU APAKOHOB, B €€ JKMJIaX TEYET HX
KpoBb. benbii [pakoH Bceraa CcyuecTBoBaa U Obu1 HAaIMM borom
- XpaHUTEJIEM.

JlaHu3b  TJisHyJla B CEPbE3HbIE TJla3a TMPOPOYHMLBI H
pacxoxoTtanack. CMex ayuui eg.

— JpakoH Obu1 BaminM borom?

— KoHeuHo! — oTBeTHIIa TpOpOYHILIA.

— Te1 cmeembess Hago MHOK? [la? — JlaHM3/1b B HEAOYMEHHUH
noxana rmjieyamd. — Yrto Bbl 3a Hapoa Takou? Yro 3a
uuBuwiIn3auusa? Ckaxu €lle, 4yTo MpexJae JAPaKOHbl OpoaHIIH
3€Cb U OT HUX MOSABWIHCHL MOAU! XOTA... MOXET ObITh, U TaK.
Bcé Bo3moxxHo! Ho, naxke eciau Tak M OblJIO, MHE HET O 3TOrO
HUKAKOro fesa. A Xxo4y TOJIbKO OJHOTO — BEPHYThCS JOMOM.

[Ipopounua Mosya cmorpena Ha JlaHM3iab, a Ta, 3JIACh,
NpOoJO0JIkKaJia CIIpallluBaTh:

— JKeHuMHa, ropopuBIIasi CO MHOM, OHa Obljla paHblIE BalleH

KoposieBoi? [loueMy HMEHHO MEHS OHa yJAOCTOMJIa TAaKOH 4eCTH?
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YT1o BO MHE TAaKOr0 0COOEHHOr0? MoxeT ObITh €l HpaBHUTCS, Kak
s rotoBI0? [lo3TOMYy OHa KO MHE SIBUJIaCh?

[IpopouHila BCE TaK € CMOTpejla Ha BO3MYIIABLIYHOCS
JIEBOUKY.

— Ycnokounachk? — HaKOHEL, CIIPOCHJIAa OHA.

— Jla! — orBeTHna J{aHu3/1b, HO HACTPOEHHUE €€ HE YJIYULIHJIOCH.

— OOBbscHU MHE XOTs Obl, yTO 3TO 3a benbiit IpakoH? YTto oH
cuMBOJIM3UpyeT? UM Kkak, uyepT BO3bMH, S CMOrY OTBICKATh
Yepuoro JlpakoHa?

— HaxkoHeu-to Tbl 3aJaeulb MHE BEpPHbIE BOIPOCHI, —
yJabpIOHYJIach MpopodHua. UMEHHO HX OHA TEpIEIUBO XJajla BCE
3T0 BpeMsa. Ho el HempeMeHHO XOTesoCh Y3HaTh, YTO CKasaja
JlaHU3J1Ib KOpOJIEBA.

— Yto Tebe ckazana kopoJseBa KpuctuH? Thl NOMHULLB?

— Ja. Ona cka3zana, yro YepHsbiit JIpakoH ropaszao 0Jinxe, 4em
A TyMaro.

[Ipopounua ycMEXHYJICh U ceJla pSAOM C HEH Ha MoJl.

— Tbl noHsNa 4TO-HUOYIb U3 TOTO, YTO OHA CKa3aja?

— Her! — JlaHu37b COrHysia HOrM B KOJIEHKaX M 00XBaTHUJIa UX
pPYKaMH.

— Thl He MOHsJIAa, HA YTO OHAa HaMeKkala? — HE yHHUMAaJach
npopounua. Cuacmve, ymo Koponesa He OmMKpwulIa eil CeKpem.
Ona OoadxcHa e2o paseadamev cama. Buoumo, xoponesa ouenw
xomena ev nomMous, — 1ymMajia popo4Mlia.

Berep pacniaxHyJ ABEpPH M BOPBAJICS B KOMHATY. MHe HYoKCHO
Ymo-mo coeaams, — paccyxjaana npo ceds mpopoyuua, — HO
3a2adky Heproeo [[pakona oka dondxcua pazeadams cama.

— Januans! S He BCE euie pacckasana tede. [leno B TOM, 4ToO...
— NpopouMlla 3aMsJiach, BCE €lIe HE 3HaJla, pacCKa3blBaTh WIIH
HET.

— B uem?

— YepHsbid [IpakoH, OH, KaK Thl.

Berep, BopBaBUIMICSA B OTKPBITYIO ABEPb, 3aBbIBAJI B yllIaXx
JlaHWANb.
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— Yto T uMeewb B Buay? Yrto 3HauuT, Kak dA? -
BCTPEBOXKUIACH JJaHUAJIb.

— OH — kak Tbl. Y Hero uejoBeYeckud OOJHMK. B manexom
MPOLIOM APaKOHBI JaJIM KJISATBY aHresaMm, 4to BepHyTcs. M oHu
BEpHYJHUCh. OHU NOSABUIUCHL CHOBa B oOiuke moaeh. He
BEPHYJICS K XKHU3HH TOJIBKO OJIMH U3 BCEX APAKOHOB — 3TO YepHbIii
JlpakoH. Ho BOT MMEHHO cenWyac OH BO3pOJAMJICA, YTOOBI JIHOO
CNAaCTH, TUO0 pa3pyLIUTh AJIbJUKEHIY .

— A nipu ueM xe 3aech benbii [pakoH? — cnpocuia JlaHW3b.

— benbiii [IpakoH euie ¢ ApeBHUX BPEMEH MPaBUJI 3TUM MHUPOM.
OH nomor bory co3nate AnbmixeHay. XoTs, HET, YTO 1 TOBOPIO!
AHrensl Bcerga noMorajid bory, ¢ UX NMOMOILLIBIO OH M CO3/an
AJNbIKEHOY.

— To1 xouewb cka3aThb, UTO APAKOHBI HA CAMOM JIEJI€ aHIEeJIbI? —
He nepecTtaBajia yauBisaTbes JlaHuanb. — He moHumaro, kak 3to
JPaKOHbI MOTYT ObITh aHreJiaMu?

— AHreJibl HCIOKOH BEKOB ObLIIM ¢ BOrom — UX B HalleM MHUpe
Ha3BaJld IpaKOHaMH, — YJIBIOHYJIaCh MPOPOYHLIA U MPOAOJIKHUJIA:

— AHrensl Bcerga Obutd 1eTbMU boxxbuMH. B ux xuiax Tekna
KpoBb 00roB. UMs "npakoHsl" ObUIO JaHO UM TOrJa, KOrjaa OHH
CMellaJid CBOK KPOBb CO CMEpPTHBIMH H TNOrpsA3JIM B Ipexax.
Torga, MHOro Jjier TOMy Ha3aJ, UMEHHO JPaKOHbI MPABUIIH
ANbIDKEHI0W, HO HX oO0ypeBajla al4yHOCTh, U bor npuHsn
€IMHCTBEHHO BEPHOEC pELICHUE: Ha3HAYUTh OJHOr0 aHrena,
KOTOpbIA OyJeT MNpaBUTh HAaJd BCEMH, U YUYUTb HX J00py H
MYJIpPOCTH — 3TOT aHres HaswpiBasics "benbii [JlpakoH". benblit
JpakoH nonro npaBusl AJIbJXKEHIIOW, JO TOro JHs, IIOKa BCE
aHreJibl, CyuIeCTBOBAaBLIUE B 3TOM MHUPE, HE YHUUTOXHJIHA IAPYyr
apyra. A ceroaHss Mbl — "oOJlagaTend Cwibl' — TMpaBUM 3THM
mupoM. Kpome 3Toro, ss HU4ero He MOry cka3aThb TeOe€.

— A UYepswii [pakoH? Kto oH? — ¢ 11000NBITCTBOM
cnpawmmuBana JlaHusib. — Kak MHe pa3bickaTh ero?

— 51 He mory Tebe 3TOro cKa3aTh.

— Hy, noxanyiicra! — B3mosmnace JlaHU3Jb.

— 51 u Tak oTKpbLIa TEOE OOJIBIIIE, YEM JOCTATOYHO.
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[Ipopounua B3IOXHYJIA, pa3MBILLJIsAA HAaX TEM, YTO [EJaTh
aanblle.

— 5] He MOHMMAIO... — HO BJPYT Aoraaka oceHusna JlaHu?b,
OHa CBaJIMJIach €l Ha roJioBy HHOTKyaa. OTBeT ObL1 mepen eé
rnazaMu Bc€ BpeMs. Berep oOBeBanm €€ co BceX CTOPOH, OH
MEPEMEHHIICS M CTaJl TEIUIBIM MU NPHUATHBIM. ['0JI0C IEBOYKH
3aJpo’kaJl OT BOJIHEHHs. — UepHbii JIpakoH Bceraa Obl psaaoM co
mHOM. OH YeJIOBEK, KaK U f... OH...

— 5] 6os51ach, YTO Thl HE CMOXELIb OTrafaaTh. belno TpyaHo? A?
— ¢ obneryeHuem ckaszaia npopoudna. OHa BCTaja Ha HOTH,
noJoluia K Me€YaM MW TMpPUTPOHYJAach MNajbllaMH K PYKOSATKE
YyepHOI0 Mey4a, 3aTEM CHOBA IJIAHYJIa Ha JlaHUAJIb U YJIBIOHYTACh.

— Ouenb! — otBetmna JlaHuanab. — OHAa JOBEPHUTESIBHO
CMOTpEJIa Ha MpopouUlly. — A OH 00 3TOM 3HaeT?

[Tpopoyuiia OTpHULIATEIBHO MMOKa4yajia rojoBOH.

— OH MOXET U He 3HaTb. XOTA BECh UX POJ — AHTEJIBI.

— A ero 6parbsi? OHH 3HAIOT?

— Bo3moxHo. O0a ero Opara CYMTAIOTCS CHJIBHEHILIMUMHU U3
CbIHOBEH JIPAKOHOB, — OTBETHJIa MPOPOYHLIA.

Janusne ycMmexHysace. MHe 6cecda kaszanoce, 4mo OH He
noxoxc Ha opyeux. Tak 3Hauum, cuna, msaHy8ulas MeHs K HeMy,
OvLa cunou npumsxcenus k Yepnomy /Ipaxony? Haoeroco, umo c
HUM 8Ce 8 nopsoKe.

JlaHuaJ1b CHOBa mojouuia K kaMHiO. besibii Med 3acBepkall
nepen e€ riazamu, OyATo OH MbITAJICS MOBeAaTh €if 0 yeM-To. Ho
OHAa HE 3HajJa U HE XOoTesia 3HaTh, 0 4yeM. CeHyac OHa CJIOBHO
OYHyJaChb OTO CHAa U B TOJIOBE KPYTHUJIACh JIMUIb OJHA MbICIIb:
pacckaszatb Jiu 000 BceM 3aky? Kak s emy pacckaxcy? Umo mue
HYJcHO Oenamb? [lomocume, kmo-wub6yOsb! JlaHUAJIB TSXKENO
B310XHYyJa. Tenepb y He€ ObLIO euie OoJibuie BOMpocoB. UTo co
BCEM 3THUM OHa J0JDKHA JIeJ1aTh?

— Tbl 3Haellb, MOYEMY HOCHILIL YEPHBIM XEMYYr? — mpepBaia
Npopouun1ia €€ MBICJIH.

— Her. — JlaHu3J1b NOBEPHYJIACh K POPOYHLIE.

87



— o Toro, kak benblii /lpakoH Mpullea K BJIACTH, NpPaBHJI
Yepubiit [JpakoH. OH NpUHEC pa3pyLIEHUs U CTPaJaHHUs KUTEIAM
cBoeH cTpaHbl. OH cess1 HeHaBUCTh U Bpaxkay. Torna bor pewu,
yro benwiii [pakoH Oyaer mnpaBuTh cTpaHol. KoHedHO e,
YepHbiii [pakoH OblJ1 C 3TUM HE COIJIAaCEH U pa3BsA3ajl BOHHY
npotuB benoro [Ipakona. U toraa bensiit JpakoH co3nan HUTKY
4YEpHOro XemMuyra, Ty, 4TO Thl HOCHLIb Ha wmee. OHa HOJDKHA
oba caepxxuBath YepHoro [pakoHa. BoliHa He Hayajachb, HO C
TOH NMOPbl MEXIAY ABYMS ApakOHaMH Bcerja Obuia Bpaxaa. U s
HUKOIIa HE IyMaJla, YTO OHU CMOTYT NOJIKOOUTH APYT Apyra.

— Yto? 51 BoBce He BitoOJIeHa B Hero! — oTpe3ana [aHu3Jib.

— A s 3TOro U He ropopuia. Tel caMa ckasaja, — yJbIOHYJIach
npopoyuua U 100aBUJia C UPOHUEH: — W TeNeph Bblaana ceosl.

JlaHuasb cMyTHiack U TnokpacHena. Heyocenu s cebs mak
eavno evloana? Hem! A eoece ne énobaena 6 neco. On mHe Opyz
u He bonee moco. A, moxcem Oblmb, MEHA 61e4yem K HeMy €20
so.auieonasn cuna? Heyacenu s omubaroce, wepm 6oszomu!?

Jlanuanp 3anyrtanace B COOCTBEHHBIX MbIC/iX. ['onoBa wina
kpyroM. OHa cama He 3HaJja, 4YTO € CO BCEM ITHUM J€JIaTh.

— Xopouwo! Ceityac 3TO He TaKk BaXHO. Tbl JO/DKHA HaWTU
BBIXOJI OTCIOJA. ..

— 51 He 3Ha1O, 4YTO A NOJDKHA AejaTh? — JJaHHW3Ib MOYYyBCTBOBAJIA
CUJIbHYIO YCTaJIOCTh M 3aKpblJjia Ija3a.

[Ipopounua nogouuia K JIBEpH.

— IloagymMait! — cka3ana oHa u nob6aBusia: — Sl He Oyny OosbLue
TeObe ™mewatb. Ho Thl AomkHA OBICTPO MNPHHSATH pPELUCHHE.
HeuzBectHo, ytOo OyaeT ¢ 3akoM B OjwkaiilieM OyayilieM, Tak
4YTO MOTOPOIMMCH.

JlaHWAJIb KMBHYJIA U MBICJICHHO To0JIarogapuiia npopoyuly.

— He 3a 4yto! — oTBETHJIa Ta U HCYE3JIa TaK K€ BHE3AMHO, KaK H
nosiBUJIach. J{aHHU3JIb CHOBa OCTAJIaCh OJAHA. MBICIN POUIIUCH B
rosioBe. Kak el otcrona BbIMTH, KaK NMPOCHYTHCS, YBUIUT JIU OHA
3aka cHoBa? O uwem s Oymaw? — clpocuna oHa cebs H
MOYyBCTBOBAJIa, YTO KpacHeeT. — A 0010cHa cocpedomoyumscs
HA MOM, KAk bltimu omcooa.
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3ak mojowesn K o3epy U ymbul auuo. OH yBHAEN CBOE
oTpaxkeHHe B BoJe. O3epo CBEPKAJIO B APKUX COJIHEYHBIX JIyyax.
OH CHOBA TJISIHYJ1 Ha CBO€ OTpaxeHue. Ymo mue derams? Kak
pazoyoums [lanusne? Kak yumu om nooeiu /[xcexa?

3ak rasHys Ha JJanuane. OHa Tak CIIOKOHHA M Tak Xopoia!

Hanusnw! Ilpocuucs, noxcanyucma! Tet HyxcHa mue. H He
3HAl0, YMO MHE Oellamb, — MBICJICHHO 3BaJl OH €€. 3aK OMyCTHJICA
Ha TpaBy psiaoM ¢ Jlanudans. OH He MOr OTBECTH OT He€ rias,
Kpacka npuiuia K ero juuy. OH npuOau3HI CBOM TyObl K €€
ryoam. Ho He nan cebe nouenoBath €€. 3aKk HE MOT MOHSATH, YTO
C HHUM IMPOUCXOAUT. B TpeTuil pa3 OH NbITAETCA MNOLIEIOBATH
JlaHua1b. 3aKk NpOTAHYJ PYKy W norjaawn JaHusjp Mo uieke.
Caep>xaHHOCTb B €r0 B3IJIf1€ CMEHHJIACh HEXHOCThIO. OH Jier Ha
TpaBy psaaoM C [laHu3Jb M THUXO MpouienTal €d Ha yXo: —
Jlanuaae! A 1eds mooro.

3ak BCTaJl U MOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK CHJIa BHOBb BO3BPALIAETCS K
HeMy. Ceityac OH ObLJT YBEpPEH, UTO rOTOB Ha BCE. OH MOHsJI, Kya
€My HY>XHO UATH. ECThb Ha cBeTe MECTO, TOJILKO OHO JAcCT eMy
HY>XHYIO CUJIy U Bepy — 3TO XpycTaibHbIi J[Bopeu. ITO O4YEHb
JajeKko, B LApCTBe Be4HbIX JibJI0B — KoposieBcTBe [pakoHoB. Ho
TOJIbKO TaM OH HaWJET CHJly, 4YTOObl CINpPaBUTBCI C OpaToMm.
Tonbko TaM OH cMOXeT NpoOyauTh J[aHHU3JIb OTO CHa.

CoJiHLIE KJIOHMJIOCH K 3akaTy. Ha HeOe mosiBMJIHUCH KpacHbIE
BCIIOJIOXH — TMOCJIEAHUE BCHBILIKH YXOIIEro cojHua. Yepes
HEKOTOPOE BpeMsi COJIHUE CKpbUIOCh, HEDO 3aTArMBAIOCH
MpPa4yHOH MEJICHOH.

B AnpmxkeHae  3HaHMUS W TpaAMUMHU TEpelaBajvuCh U3
NOKosieHUs: B nNokosieHWe. [lpaoTupl y4yuid pacrno3HaBaTh
CHTyalMIO Mo LiBeTaM Ha HeOe. KpacHble U OpaHX€Bbl€ OTTEHKH
OBl BETOM XH3HH, OTHA U cTpacTH. Ho moBepbe riacuio, 4to
3TOT KPaCHBIM 1[BET MOXXET MPUBECTH M K pa3pyLIEHHIO. 3aK 3HAJI
00 3TOM, OH H3y4as TpaJULHH, KOTJa CTajl IJIaBHbIM COBETHUKOM
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KopoJieBCTBa. KoposisiMm AJbIKEHIBl HENb3s BIIOOJATHCA. ITO
3alpeLeHO 3aKOHOM. A He umero npasa 2cpewums U npueecmu
C60I0 CMpaHy K cmpadanusim. A Ooaxcen Oobpamvci 00
XpycmanwvHoo [leopya, — TBEPIO pelIn 3aK.

OH BBITSIHYJI pyKYy B cTOpoHY Benukoro O3epa AjbIKEHDI.
Bokpyr ero sagoHu oOpa3oBajioCh CBEYEHHE, MOX0XKEE HAa CBET
JIyHbl B HOYHOM HeOe. O3epo B3BOJIHOBaJIOCh. OrpoMHasi BOJIHA
B31bIOUJIACH, 03apUJIaCh CUSHUEM, U MpeJ HUM PpaclaxHyJHUCh
Bopota. OH poymkeH uatu B KoposneBcTBo [pakoHoB! 3ak B3si
Ha pyku cnsuyro JlaHusnb, U nouen BAoJib Benukoro O3sepa
AJNBDKEHIBI B CTOPOHY OIPOMHOM apku U3 O0€JIoro CBeTa,
KOTOPYIO OH caM co3jaJi, Oysiarogapss JaHHOW €My BOJILLIEOHOH
cune. Cnenys Tyaa, OH TOHHUMAJ, YTO CTapUIMA OpaT OYEHb
CKOPO BCTPETHUT €ro ¢ "pacnpocTepTbIMU OOBATUIMU'" U 3aX0YET
yTallUTh B CBOH al. OH He ObLI1 YBEPEH B TOM, UTO 3TO TO CaAMOE,
no-BeCeHHeMy Temsioe O3epo AJIbIXKEH[IbI, IOTOMY YTO BOKpPYT
OeJies CHer.

%wé’a 70

3ak BApPYr NMOYYyBCTBOBAJ, YTO MaJIa€T B rJIyOOKYIO MpOMNacTh.
OH kpenko aepxan Jdanuaib. E€ Temnoe teno rpesio 3amep3uiue
OT JieAssHoro BeTpa pyku. Ctano odeHb xonoaHo. IIponacte, B
KOTOpYIO 3aK JieTes, Oblja Tak riiy0oka, UTO OH yTPaTHJ1 YyBCTBO
BpeMeHU. EMy ka3zanoch, 4To mageHuro He OyaeT koHua. Ho 3ak
omnOancsa! OH rasHyJ BHU3 U YBHIEN, YTO Yy 3TOH M1yOo4aHilIeH
nponacTv NosiBUJIOCh AHO. Ero oxeartun yxac. EMy nmokaszanoces,
4YTO BOT-BOT OHH yNaJayT U pa300bIOTCS HACMEPTh.

Kak ocmanosums nadenue? — cynopoxxHo ayman 3ak. OH
Kpenue npwxan K cebe JlaHuiane. Buaumo, ed HpaBHIIOCH
HaXOJUTLCS B €ro OOBATUIX — OHA YJIbIOAJach BO CHE. 3aK ycnell
yJIBIOHYThCS, TIpHXKan €€ K cede eule CUJIbHEe, TaK, YTOObl OHA
OKa3ajach CBEpXY, KOrJla OHH YMaayT, U 3aXmypus riaasa... OH
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CWIBHO TPOXHYJICS Ha 4YTO-TO TBEpAoeE... JITO Obu1 Oeper o3epa
KopoJIeBCTBa JlapKHec.

JIaHW3J1b CTIOKOMHO OIYCTHJIAa TOJIOBY Ha €ro rpyab, OyaTo
HMYEro HE MPOM30LLIO. 3aK OWYylal Tenjao €€ Tejla — OH
yyBCTBOBAJI XOJIOJ ¥ TEIUIO OJHOBPEMEHHO. JTO OBLIO CTPAHHO,
HO ellle Oosiee CTpaHHBIM MOKa3aloCh 3aKy TO, 4TO JlaHHAIb,
XOThb H Claja, pearupoBajia Ha BCE, YTO C HUMHU MPOUCXOAUT. 3aK
yII0XKHJI €€ pAIoM C COOOH M BCTaJl Ha HOTH. BOKpyr uckpuics
Oesplit MATKUH cHer. O3epo, CKOBAaHHOE JIbAOM, ObLJIO MOX0XE Ha
orpoMHoe 3epkaio. Ilepenoxnys, 3ak cHoBa B3su1 JlaHUIb Ha
pPYKH H CTaJl mpoOupaThCsl uepe3 cHer. MIOTH CTaHOBHIIOCH BCE
TpyOHEH. 3aBbIBajl XOJIOAHBIM BeTep. 3aKk Boluea B jec. XoTA
JepeBbsl IOKHBI ObUIM 3alIMIIaTh €r0 OT CHJIBHOIO BETPa, HO
Bcé OblUIO HAO0OpOT. X004 NPOHU3BIBANT [0 KOCTEH, HO
OJJHOBPEMEHHO NpHIaBaJl eMy BCE OobLIE CHIL.

3aKk He 3Haj, 4yTo ero xaer. OH He 3Haj, MOMOXET JiH
XpyctanbHbld JlBopen npoOyauts [JaHH3/1b, HO OYEHb HA ITO
Hagessicsi. OH BbIlIeJ Ha TPOMY, BBUIOKEHHYH KEJITHIMHU
KUpIHUYAMHU, OHa nooOesiesia 0TO JibAa. 3aK OCTOPOXKHO CKOJIb3UIJI
Mo 3aJelCHESION TpoIle, HO BpEMSA OT BPEMEHHU CIIOTHIKAJICA.
XosioaHbIA BeTEp NpoOUpan BCE TENO, B rOpJie NMEPECOXIIO.

3ak rnsHys Ha JlaHuane. EE€, emie HenaBHO 3aropesliee MoA
SPKUM  COJIHLIEM AnbJDKEHIIBI TENo, CTano OenbIM, Kak
NpocTbiHs. Henb3si ocmanasiueamscs, uHaye mvl 3amep3nem. Ho
Kak 6bims? Umo denams?

3ak npoaoynkail UATH. BApyr 3emist TpecHysa Moa HUM, U OH
CHOBa noJjeTel B NponacThb BHM3 HOTraMH.
OH crapancs u30 Bcex cuil ynepxatb JlaHW3Jb B CBOMX
OOBATHAX, HO BIAPYr BBINYCTHJI €€ M3 PyK, U OHA HcCYe3Jla B
KpoMelwHOH TeMHOTe. Hudero He ObLIO BOKpYr, TOJBKO BCE
Cryljamouascs 4YepHas TbMa, CpeAd KOTOPOH OH JeTell,
HEU3BECTHO, KyJa... 3aK I[UIABHO TMPHU3EMIIUJICS, HO CHJILHO
yaapuicsi 000 4TO-TO TBEpO€e M MOopaHWI KoyieHo. Ha outyns oH
ONpeaen, 4YTO CHera 0oJibllie HeT. BMecTo cHera noa HUM ObLI
TBEPAbIii OCTOHHBIA MOJI, @ BOKPYIr HEro CJIOBHO 3aMKHYTOE
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npocTpaHcTBO. OH MOJHSJICS, U €MY OKa3aJoCh, YTO OH 3aXKHBO
norpeben riny6ooko nox 3emiueil. HeoxxunaHHo s1yd npoxekTopa
ociaenuin ero. OH yBUIEJN CKBO3b MEJIEHY CBETa, KaK YbSA-TO
y>KacHasi TeHb NPUOJIMKAETCA K HEMY. IToO OblI ero Opat [[xek.
OH 3710Beule ynpiOancs, Tak Kak 3Haj, Mo4yeMy 3aK oKa3zalics
371ECh.

— I'me Hdanuane? — 0e3 crpaxa cnpocwi 3ak. bpatr monua
yJbI0aICs 370pagHoOM yiablOKkoil. — [lodyeMy Thl HE OTBEYaellb?

Jxkek ykazanm Ha Oosbmwion ckiaen. Ha ckiene Obln
BbIFPAaBUPOBAH CTAPUHHBIM OPHAMEHT. 3aK MoAOEXk aj K CKJIENy, B
HEM CTOSIJ1 MpPO3padyHbld Trpo0, CKBO3b KOTOPBIH OH YBHJEI
Jauusnap. OHa nexana. JIuno e€ OblL1o crokoMHbBIM. Takum
CIOKOHMHBIM, OyATO OHa OblIa MepTBa. PyKu Cl10X€HBI HAa TpyaH,
a JUIMHHBIE YEPHBIE BOJIOCHI pa3METAJIUCh Ha MOAYIIKE.

— Yto 1B ¢ Heul cpenan? OHa ymepsa? — crnpocus 3ak,
OMYCTHJICS HAa KOJIEHHM BO3Jie rpo0a M MOJIOXKHUJI PYKYy Ha
CTEKJISIHHYIO KPBILIKY HANpOTHUB JiMla JaHHU3b.

— i okazan en ycayry. OHa CIHMIIKOM KpacuBa, 4TOOBI
yMepeTh. CKaxeM Tak, i caenan Bc€ Hao00poT. OHa HUKOTAa HeE
yMpeET.

3aka O4eHb yAUBWI OTBET Opata. OH BCTaJl M TMOJOLLEI K
Jxeky. 3100a Kkurmena B HEM.

— I'me BaH u Bce ocrtanbHble? Thl U UM cHejal TaKoOe
oaobkeHue? Mnu pelinn 10CTaBUTh YI0BOJIbCTBHE ce0€ U YOUTH
ux?

Jlxek 37n0Belie pacxoxortajci. OH XoXxoTajq M XoxoTail 0Oe3
YIAEPXKY.

Ilouemy on mak cmeemcs? Umo oznauaem smom cmex? —
HeJlI0yMeBaJl 3aK.

— YT0 cMemHoro? — Cnpocui €O 3JIOCThIO 3aK U LIAarHyJ eLle
onuxe. Ceiiyac oH ObIII B HECKOJIBKHMX HIarax ot Jkeka. — Y Tebs
npoosembl? Her-Het! S moHsn, Tbl He yOusn ux. Tel JIHOOHLLIB
M31€BATHCS HAJ JIOAbMH, HE UCTIAYKAB MPH 3TOM PYKH.

— Tol nmpaB. 1 HUKoOrga He maykaw pykd. st 3Toro y mMeHs
€CTb CJIYTH.
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3ak TMpUBBIK K TAaKUM BbICKa3bIBaHWsIM Oparta. /[[ocex
HUK020a He U3MeHUmCcs, — NoAyMall OH.

— BsH B TiOppME 3a peuwieTkod. Mendca U DBa 3anepThl B
cneuyaJbHON KoMHaTe. OCTajabHBIE B TOM € MOJIOXKEHHUH, YTO H
BsH, 3a uckintoueHueM Kpucrannel. OHa NoKuHysa 3TOT MUP.

— W yeMy Thl Tak paayeuibcsi? — CIpocui 3akx.

— A Tbl emie He noHsa? S 3abaBiArOCh, HO 3HAKW, Korjaa
cyieayeT NPeKpaTUTh. S 3a0aBisA0Ch M MOJy4aro OT BCEro 3TOro
YAOBOJBCTBHE 1O TEX IOP, MOKA XEPTBA HE Pa303UT MEHS
CWJIBHO, M JJa)K€ MOTY ChECTb €€ OT 3JIOCTH.

OH cvedaem nrodeti! — 10 Teny 3aka npoOexana APoxXb.

— Tws1 BapBap!

— boabmoe cnacu6o. A 310 3HaK, — C YJOBJIETBOPECHUEM
oTBeTHN JXEK.

— A cemtuac? Yto TbI caenaeumib ¢ HaMHu?

— CHauyana s 3acTaBJIIO Bac CTpajaTh. 3aT€M pa3pylly BCE TBOE
KOPOJIEBCTBO, U TOJILKO MOTOM YHHYTOXY BAacC CaMbIM >XECTOKHUM
crocooom.

JIxek yceyics Ha KpbllIKy rpoda U Hayajqd BHUMATEJIbHO
u3ydatb JJaHU3JIb.

— OHa JelcCTBUTENBHO TMOX0Xka Ha aHrena. KpacuBas, wu
XOpoLLO cioxeHa. HTepecHo, Kakasg OHa Ha BKyC?

— He cmeii npukacatbcs K Hel! — kpukHya 3ak. Ho He ycnen
OH U IJIa30M MOPTrHYTh, KaK [[>)KEK CO 3JI0CThI0O HaOpOCHUJICS Ha
Hero.

— Tel ewe noagHuMaewl Ha MEHs rojioc! — 3aopan OH H
CHWJIBHBIM yJIapOM YJIOXKHUJI 3aKa Ha MoJI. 3aK BCKPUKHYJ OT OOJIH.
JkeKk M30 BCEH CHJIbI TOJIKHYJ €ro HOroil B rpylb, HO 3akK
yJblOasncsi, HECMOTps Ha cTpaliHyr 6oJib. YibiOka Opata ele
OoJbiie BoiBea JIxeka u3 ceos.

— S BUXy, TeOe CTpallHO, — C TPYJIOM NPOroBOpuJI 3aK. — Thl
Cllle cCyMeellb HCMaykaTb PyKH U HOTM B KPOBHU, MOKa HeE
YBUIMILIb CMEPThH, a 1 HE OOKOCh CMEPTH, HO 3a TOOOH OHA MPUIET
U, KaK CTpallIHbIi NecC, 3arpbI3eT TeOs1 U OTNpaBUT B ala. Thl Bedb
Oouuibcs aga? [paBaa? — 3ak pacxoxoTalics eMy B jiHi0. OH ObLI
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pan, uro Jxek otowen noaanbuie ot JlaHudiab. Xopowo, umo
OHA cnum u He uoum 6ceco 3mozo. Jlyuwe oOvl ei He eudems
MeHss MmepmebiM. A mak 106a0 eé, HO He ocmasnio  ceoe
Koponeecmeo paou Heé. OH 3aKpbUI IJ1a3a M MPEJICTABUI cebe
JlaHuasb Ha Oepery mops, €€ IETCKYI YJbIOKY, BECEJIbIA CMeX,
M €€ OOMXKEHHBIN I0JIOC, KOrJla OH ObIBaJI CJIMILIKOM CIEPXaHHBIM
C HEM.

— 3ak, 4 elle He MOKOHYMJI ¢ TOOOM, — pazaajcs ronoc [xexka.

— Tw1 He yMpewib ceiuac. Tel Oyaelisb cTpagath 10Jro, U JULIL
noTtoM ympeub. Kpome Toro, si xouy, 4ToObI Thl NPEXAE YBUIEI,
KaK sl CTaHy )XECTOKHM MPABUTEJIEM BCEH AJIbIXKEHBI.

— He 0ecnokoiics. 4 eume He caancs. Tel CIOXHEWb paHbLIE, U
s 3TO yBHXY, — OoTBeTHJ 3ak. OH cxBatui Jlkeka 3a pyky, c
CHUJION yJapujl HOrol B Ipylb U OTOPOCHJI B CTOPOHY. 3aTeM,
CIi€JIaB JIOBKHM NMPBDKOK, BCTal HAJ HUM H BBITSHYJ JIEBYIO PYKY
Bneped. CBET 3acTpyHJicsa OT ero JaaoHu. OH cxBatua Jlxeka 3a
00€ PyKH U CTUCHYJI B CBOMX OOBATHAX, HE J1aBast MOLLIEBEIUTHCS.

— Otnyctu mens! — tpedosan [Jxek. — Ornycrtu!

— Mbi BMecTe pocyin. Tol ObL1 BceM 11 MeHs1. — B rna3ax 3aka
MeJIbKHYyJ1a rpycTb. — Tenepb a1 caenaro BCE, 4TOObI MOOEIUTH
T€Os1.

— Otnyctu MeHst! — 37100HO pbiyan [xek.

— 51 mpocTto naM TeOe yMepeTh, KaK Thl MOCTYNHUJ C OTLIOM H
MaTepbIo.

— OHHU BCE paBHO ObLIM CTapbIMU. S caesiajl UM 3TUM TOJIBKO
no6po. M30aBui1 oT 00K U CTpaJlaHU .

Cepaue 3aka KOJIOTHJIOCh, BIAPYr Yy HEro MOTEMHENIO B
rjiazax, OH HHYero He Buaea. B 31or MomeHT JIxkeK
BBICBOOOJMJICA U3 €ro OOBATHH M HU30 BCEH CHJIbI HaHEC 3aKy
yaap. 3aKk CHOBA ynaJ Ha MOJI U CKOPYHJICS OT 00JIH.

— Hy, kak? Kak s 1ebs otaenan? — ¢ TOp>KECTBOM MPOKpUUA
JIkek. — Y TeOs He XxBaTaeT HEHABUCTHU, YTOObI aTAKOBAaTh MEHA.
Ha camoM gnene Tebe He xodercs yOuBaTb MEHS, —
3510paacTBoBan Jkek.
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3ak 3Haj, 4YTO J[)KEK MpaB, HO €My HE XOTeJOCh ITO
MpU3HABaTh.
— MoxeT ObITh Thl U MpPaB, HO S HE OTCTYIUIIO, — YJIBIOHYJICS

OH.
— Tel x0T OBl NOHMMAaEUIb 3HAYEHHUE CJIOBA "OTCTYyNmaTh"? —
peBen [IKeK yCTpallaromuM rojiocom.

3aKk JIeXKaJl Ha MoJly B JyXe KpoBU. OHHU C THEBOM H
HEHABUCTbIO CMOTPEJIM APYr HA Apyra.

— Ckaxu CBO€ MOCJEIHEE CJIOBO, MJaquidi Opatumika! —
Becesics Jkek.

3ak monmyasn. B ayuie oH 3Han, 4rto nodena OyAeT 3a HUM,
YyyBCTBOBAJI, YTO BCE OyaeT xopowo. OH ¢ TpyIAOM MOJHSJICS Ha
HOTH.

— Ilouemy TbI He cpaeuwbcsa? - cnpocusn  JIkek ¢
HEJI0YMEHHUEM.

3ak BcTay BO BeChb pocT. OH yubiOancsa. Ero rnmasa ropenm
OJTHOBPEMEHHO CTPaXOM H OTBarou.

OH nepecmaHnem ynbl6ambCsA, K020a s YHUUMONCY 8CE, YmMO
emy oopozo, — noayman Jxek. OH BBITSAHYJ PYKYy BIIEpEl H
NPUHSJ BOUHCTBEHHYIO O3y .

— Hy, uto, OpaTuk? [lepenait oT MEHs1 MpUBET MaMe W Nare.
3ak KUBHYJI. OH BCIOMHHJI KOJIbIOGJIBHY1O, Ty, YTO Mama feJia
€My Iepell CHOM, M 3allel:

Mo (/6—5» cna,

%./wgm ¢ asagax,
@/ﬁ(mnwm hﬁ%)fmm é nedecan.
U moaorio ogien
?//uumw - taacmenten
deem mocty 1 (rm/mar.

KB m/%w menAa yo#nmu
v/ Y na wedecax.
J{ﬁarm»u? y/wmmr.’
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— Jla! s, B camoM neine, Obu1 BiacteauHoM. Ho celiyac...
celyac BCE U3MEHHUJIOCh, — YCMEXHYJICA JIXKeK.

3aK CHOBa TJIsIHYJl B CTOpPOHY rpo0a, B KOTOpPOM Jiexaa
Hanusne. Celiyac OH HaBEpHsIKAa 3HAJ, 4YTO OHA CYMeEeET
CIpaBUTHCS U 0€3 HEro.

JI>kek npuuypua ria3a. Y HEro oOcTajach €ue OJHa
BO3MOXHOCTb MNPUYHHHUTH CTpaliHyro Ooyib Opaty. OH 3Han
CPEACTBO, KOTOPOE€ YHHUYTOXHUT 3aka. U Obl1 roTOB MpUMEHUTH
ero.

— Ilpowai, OpaTuika! — npou3Hec CKBO3b 3yObl JIkek.
— Mo ckoporo cBunanus, opat! — OoTBEeTHJ 3aK.

KpacHblli KpoBaBblii CBET 00pa3oBajiCsi BOKPYI JiaJOHEMH
JI>xeka, OH Hampsrcs 30 BCEX CWJI M HampaBWJI Jyd Ha 3aka. 3ak
3aKpbl TJla3a, COCPENOTOYMJICS, NbITAsIChb NPEICTaBUTh CeO€
o0pa3 laHuans, €€ yablOKy. OH Mo4yBCTBOBAJI Ha ce0€ KECTKYIO
CHJIy KpacHOro Jiyya W nouuen Ha J[>keka, HO TYT Kakas-TO UHas
CWJIa Mperpaauia nyTb KpaCHOMY Jydy. 3aK OTKPbLJI IJ1a3a U HeE
MOBEPUJI TOMY, YTO YBUJIEII.

[lepen HuM crTosna npekpacHas neByuika. OHa He jAaBaja
CUJIE PUOJIU3UTHCS BIUIOTHYKO K 3aKy, 3akpbuia ero cobou. EE€
YepHbIE BOJIOCHI PACTPENAIMCh, HAIUTHIE KPOBBIO Ijla3a rOpesu
XUUHBIM B3MJISOM JIbSIBOJIMLIBI. ITO Oblna JJlaHu3b.
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Ha ryb6ax [lanuane 3acteuia 3700Has ycmeuika. OHa Obula
CoBceM He Toi [laHuasb, koTopyr 3ak 3Han npexiae. OHa He
yabi0agace €EMy CBOEH MPEXHEN OTKPLITOM U M00poit YyJIBIOKOH,
He oOpalanach K HEMY M HE CMOTpeJia B €ro CTOPOHY. 3aK
YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO OT HEE UCXOIUT TpOMaJIHasi W CTpalllHasg CHJa
— yepHast Marusi TbMBl.

OHa wu3gana BOIUIb, MpEABEUIABIIMA O Hayaje OHTBHI,
MOBEPHYyJIach U HaOpocuiack ¢ KyjakaMu Ha J[kxeka. [[>xek Bcé
TaK e MoOeaHO yJbIdacs, NbITasgiCh OTMAXHYTHCS OT €€ yIapoB.
Ho 6b1710 mo3aHo. JlaHu371b CXBaTHJIA €ro ¢ TaKOM CHJIOHN, YTO OH
HE MOT MOLIEBEJIUTHCS, a 3aTEM MOIIHBIM yJIapoM O0TOpOCHJIa €ro,
OH OTJIETEN U ynajl. 3aK C HU3YMJICHUEM YCTaBWICSA Ha He€.
Omkyoda 83snacb y Hee Ima cuia, 6edb OHA 6CE 8pemsi chala, —
HeqoyMeBaJs OH. 3aK B3MIsiHYJ Ha Opata. Tot Obu1 paHeH. Kakum
K€ CHJIbHBIM JOJDKEH OBbITh yJap, €CJIM OHa CMOIJjla CBAJIUTh
JIkeka ¢ oJIHOro pa3sa.

— JaHusnap... — npouenTan 3aKk B HAAEXKIE YCIbIMIATh OT HEE
XOTb CJIOBO. — TO Ha CAMOM JieJie ThI?

JlaHuasp rasHyja 4yepe3 miedo Ha 3aka. Ha nuue eé Obina

yKacarolas yiaelOka, NpH BUIE KOTOPOH APOXb Mpodexana mno
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ero Tenay. JlaHuanb MoBepHyJiach K 3aKy W CMOTpeEjla Ha HEro
NyCTbIM OECYYBCTBEHHBIM B3IJIAAOM. 3aK YBHAEN TIJia3a
IbSIBOJIULIBI U COAPOTHYJICS.

— Jla - Hu - 31b! — e1Ba BHITOBOpPUJ 3aK.

— OHa He cabIUT, OpaTUllKa! — 3JI0pagHO OOBABUJI JIEXKALHHA
Jxek. — M He ycapiuT. Celdac OHa BUAMT TOJIBKO cMepTh. OHa
YHHUTOXXHUT KaXX10ro, B KoM BUAMUT Bpara. [loaTomy HamM HHUUero
He OCTaeTcs, Kak yopaTh €€, MHaue OHa yoepeT Hac, — J00aBuII
OH C CapKa3MOM.

— Hert! Her... 1 He cMory yOuTh €€, — npouenTtan 3ak.

— A pa3Be He Tbl TOBOPWJI, YTO, €CJIM BCTaHEUb [Mepe
BbIOOPOM:  KOpPOJIEBCTBO WM  J[aHWAJb, Thl  BbIOEpElb
KOPOJIEBCTBO?

— Ma. 4 sto roBopuin. Ho st HUkoraa B )KM3HU HE CMOTY YOHUTH
eé¢! — oTBeTWI 3aK, YXKAaCHYBLUIUCh CAMON 3TOH MBICIIH.

— He Bosnylics, s nomory TeOe. MHe HHUYEro HE CTOMUT
YHUUTOXHUTH €€, — yXMbUIbHYJICS [[xek.

— IlonpoOy# TONMBKO NOTPOHYTHCS O KOHYMKOB €€ BOJIOC, U 5
yobt0 T€04. [1oHaNn? — npurpo3un 3ax.

JI>kek u3neBaTeibCKM HaCMEXaJiCsl HaJl HAMBHOCTBIO 3aKa, TyT
OH 3aMeTWi1, kak [laHW37p HanpaBujiach B CTOpoHY Oparta. C
KaXAbIM €€ maroM 3aK BC€ YETUY€ BHUJEJ1 HAMPaBJIEHHbIM HA HETO
B3IJISI, JIMIIEHHBIA BCIKUX YYBCTB.

J>kek noaHsIcs U nperpaawi el gqopory. OHa OKHHYJa €ro
Oe3pa3IMyHbIM B30pOM. JDKEK MEIJIEHHO LIEJ €d HaBCTpEeuy.

— He aymai, 4to 3TO BO3MOXHO, HO Y MEHsS HET BbIOOpa, —
UMHUYHO 3assBUJI [[>)KEK U MPOTAHYJ K HEH PYKH.

— O uyeM TBI roBopuuib, [Dxek? YUto eume THI 3agyman? —
CMpOCHJ 3aK.

— 41 nonymaii, 4To B MOEM KOPOJIEBCTBE HE XBATAET KOPOJICBBI.
YBepeH, Thl corjlacullibes €0 crath. He npaBaa nau, JlaHusnn? —
cnpocuit JIxek, risas B 3T0 BpeMs Ha Opara.

JlaHu35b YJIBIOHYJIaCh Ha €ro CjoBa, cama TMpHOJIH3MIACH K
JI>xeky ¥ npoTsHyna pyky. HemHoro nokose0aBuIKCh, BJIOXKHIIA
CBOKO PYKY B €ro JajoHb. CeH4yac OHa BBITJIsSIAENA, KaK OOBIYHO,
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Jaxe BHOBb MOSBHUJIACh €€ HEBHWHHas YJbIOKa, U oHa Obulia Obl
TakoM, Kak MpexJe, ecii Obl HEe KpacHblil LBET €€ ria3. 3aKky
MOKAa3aJI0Ch, YTO €€ MPEXXHUH O0JIUK BO3BpALla€TCs K HEH.

JlaHM3JIb  NPOTSHYJIAa BTOPYKD PYKY K HOXXHAM Ha I0sCE
JI)keka M BBITAllMJIa MEY C KpaCHOH PYKOATKOH C OpaHXXeBO-
KpacHbIM  y30pOM, TIIOXOXHM Ha sA3bIKM MjuameHd. OmnHa
BHUMATEJbHO H3y4YHJIa M€Y U HEBUHHBIMHU IJIa3aMH MOCMOTpEa
Ha [[xeka.

— IIpekpacHo! KaxeTtcs, s caenan nmpaBWIbHBIM BbIOOpP, MOH
Bensliit Jlpakon! — moxsanui ceds Bcayx [xek.

— Kak 161 Ha3Ban €€? benbli JlpakoH? — He MOBEPHII CBOUM
yiiaMm 3ak.

— Mo>HO, s NpOBEPIO CUITY TBOEro Meya? — LienHya Januiip
Ha yxo Jlxeky.

— KoneuHo, Most 1oporas.

— Cnacub6o! — orBetuna Jlanusne. OHa crenana B3Max MEYoM,
OJIMH, BTOPOM, HM... CO BCEro pa3Maxy BcCaJujia OCTPHE Meua
JIKeKy B )KUBOT.

B ymax 3aka 3a3BeHes aAyuiepa3guparoniuii Kpuk opara.

— Jlxek! — npouwenTain ¢ 60Jbk0 B rojioce 3ak.

— OHa u BripaBay 0oJiblliasi HaxoJKa, OpaTHIIKa, — TUXO CKa3aJjl
Jkek, kop4ach OT 00JIH, U yTaJl Ha KOJICHHU.

JaHussp BBIHyJIJa Med M3 XMBoTa J[)keka M HampaBuja
OocTpHUE B CTOPOHY 3aka. OHa roToBHJIa Ty K€ y4acTb U eMY.

— JlaHu3Jb... — mnpouentajg 3akK. — DTO BE/b f... Thl UTO, HE
NOMHHIIBL MeHA? ITO 1, 3ak!

Janusnp He ciplliajia, OHa nNpuOaMXanach K HEMY
MEJJIEHHBIMM LIaraMH.

— Janwans! Twol capiunmpe MeHs! IlpocHucs! — 3ak caenan
BTOpY1O nonbITKy. Ho 1 3T0 He nomMoro. JlaHu31bs ABUranach Ha
Hero. ['1a3za e€ ropenn HEHaBUCTHIO. 3aK ObLT B oT4assHUM. OH He
3HaJl, KaKk pa30oyauTh €€. Torma oH NPUCTaJIBLHO CTaJl CMOTPETH
€H B riasa.

— Jauuans! Ilogymait o0 cBoeW XU3HH! — KPUKHYJ OH B
HaieX 1€, YTO OHA MPOCHETCH.
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OHa ocTaHOBHUJIaCh HAlIPOTUB W HaNpaBWJa Me4 B rpyab 3aKy.
— Jauudas! 3amuiiancs! — KpUkHyJ 3aK M 10CTajl U3 HOXEH
CBOM Mey. — 3awuiancs!
— OcTtaBb, Opatumika! OHa He ClbILIKT TeOs, — ckaszan Jlxek
CJ1a0bIM rOJIOCOM.

YcabiiaB rojoc Opara, 3ak 3axmypuia rjasa. OH SCHO
CJIbILIAJI  MEJOAUI0, KOTOpyro JI)KeKk Bcerga HaurpbiBal Ha
1y 104Ke. 3aK HanpaBrJ MeY Ha [[aHU3JIb.

— S mob6mr0 Te0ss, — KPUKHYJ OH C OTYassHUEM, — M MOTOMY
He yOb10!

3ak BBINYCTWJI M€Y U3 CBOeH pykHu. Ero 3eneHo-kapue riasa
Onectesd OT cje3. 3aK Cibllla] 3BYKH MY3bIKM M OLIYILIAI
MOJIHBII MOKOH, TaK TrJy0OKO, YTO CMEpTh [JOJDKHA Oblia
OTCTYIIUTh...

JlaHu3Jib yxe rotoBa Oblia BOH3UTh M€Y B >XMBOT 3akKa, HO
TYT CJIyX BEPHYJICS K HEH, OHA OTYETJIMBO YCJIbILLIAJIA YApbl €ro
cepaua. OHa OTKJIOHHWJIACh Ha3all. 3aK CXBaTwi €€ 3a pyKH, C
CUJION TNPHUTSHYJ K cede, OOHsJI U KPENKO MOoUEJIoBal B IyObl.
CusHue okyTano Bce Tesio JlaHuab. OHa 3aCBETHIIACH, KAK sIpKas
JIyHa Ha YEpPHOM HeOe. 3aK MOHsJI, YTO CO3HAHME BO3BPAIIACTCS K
Hel. Meu BbInan u3 €e pyk, oHa oOHs1a 3aka 00€UMH pyKaMH U
OTBETHJIA MOLICJTYEM.

E€ rna3za cHOBa MNOMEHSIM LBET M CTald SCHBIMH H
rojiyobiMH, kak npexzae. OHa 3axMypui1ach OT OOJIH B CIIMHE, H B
3TO BpeMs Hal €€ roJIOBOH B3BWUJIMCh ABa O€JIbIX, KaK CHET,
Kpbula. 3aK TMOYYBCTBOBAJl, 4YTO KaKas-TO OrpOMHas CHJIa
BBIPHIBAETCS M3 €ro rpyad W BOT-BOT B30pBETCs, Kak OoMOa.
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Bokpyr 3paykoB €ro rjia3 oOpa3oBaJIUCh YE€pPHbIE KPYTH. [JaHU? 1B
MOHsIA, UTO 3mo Hayanocs. OHa ONyCTUJIa FOJIOBY HA €ro Ijievyo
¥ KPEIKO MPHXKaJIach.

— 3ak! He nporonsait MeHsa! — B3MoJiMjach OHAa. 3aK BECh
apoxain. Ero Teno crajgo MokphIBaThCS 4YELIyeH, BMECTO 3yOOB
BBLIPOCJIM KJIBIKH, @ HOTTH NTPEBPATHIIMCH B KOI'TH.

— Te1!?... — npowenrtana J{aHu3b.
— OH Yepnbiii [pakoH, KOTOpOro Thbl TaK AOJro HCKana! —
BOCKJIMKHYJ [[>Kek, nepxach pykoi 3a )uUBOT. — Ilouenyit Obu1

KJIFOYOM K TalHE.

3aK OTTOJIKHYJ JlaHHU3JIb C TaKOH CHJIOHN, YTO OHa ynaja Ha
OOK, HE MOBpPEIUB CBOUX O€JbIX KpbUILEB. 3paukd €ro ria3
HAJIMBAJIUCh YEPHOM KPAaCKOM, YEPHBIN LIBET 3aCTUJIal OEJIKH.

— 3ak! — BOCKJIMKHYJIa OHa.

— Tebe 3To He noMoXxeT. Bel moMeHs ek posisiMu. PaHbuie Thbl
J0JDKHA OblIa yOUTH €ro, a Tenepb OH Te0sA. Takass BOT UPOHUSA
cyabObl! — npouenui )Kek ¢ UMHUYHOM YXMBIJIKOH.

3aKk, CBepKas YEpHbIMHM IJla3aMHM, HanpaBwicia K JIxkeky.
JI>K€eK Mo4yBCTBOBAJI OMACHOCTh U C TPYAOM MOJHSII C M0Jia CBOU
med. JlaHu3np co cTpaxoM cMoTpesia Ha OJpyeozo 3aka. Ceivac
€l XOTEeJOCh TOJBKO OJHOro, 4TOoOBl MPOpOYHIIA OKa3ajach
psSAoM MW TNOJCKasajia, 4Yto Jenatb. HO 3TO HEBO3MOXHO.
[Ipopounnia npuHapyiexana K MHUPY CHOB, OHa BblOpasia cebe
TaKylo cyan0y. JlaHH3JIb KpEeNKO BUENWIACh PYKOW B YEPHYIO
)KEMUYKHUHY.

— 3ak, noxajaymcra, oCTaHOBUChb! YMossito! — MoJIjIach OHa B
CTpaxe M clie3ax.

— A Buxy, Thl yctan! — oOparuics 3aK HE CBOMM, HHU3KHM
rosocom K JIxeky. — [Ipuuino TBoe BpeMs CIaTbCsi U YMEPETh.

3aK HaHeC CHJIbHEWIIMH yaap. [[)kek 3acTOHan U CKOpUYHIICH,
HO BCE K€ BCTaJl BO BECh POCT M HalpaBWJI OCTPUE Meya Ha 3aka.
Jlxek cHoBa ObL1 rOTOB K aTake. [ToGena ayis HEro o3Hayana BCE.
YO6paB ¢ noporu 3aka, OH MOT CTaTh 3aKOHHBIM HAaCJIEITHUKOM H
BJIaCTHTEJIEM Bce Anbmxenabl. M, ecau Obl yroBopun JaHusmb
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CTaTh KOPOJIEBOM, TO MpUoOpes Obl MOYET U J0OpOE UMsI BO BCEM
KOpOJIEBCTBE, Onaroaaps benomy Jlpakony.

— Yr1o y TeOst Ha yme? — cripocuJ 3ak.

— Jlanudanbe. — C capka3MOM OTBETHJI €EMY Opar.

YepHble ri1a3za 3aKka HAIUJIUCh HEHABUCTBIO.

— Ilogneu! — 3100HO NMPOU3HEC OH.

— Kaxercs, s pa3o3nun 1eds, Opatumika? — ek BBITAHYJI
JaloHb M HanpaBwil Ha 3aka. S3bIKM KpacHOro IUJIAMEHH
BbIPBAJIUCh U3 €r0 PYKH HapyXy. 3aK B3BbLJI OT OOJIM U 3JIOCTH.
OcTpble KOITH BINWIKCH B Ipydb [[)keka, U JIpakoH pa3opBall €ro
Ha KyCKH Ha riaszax y Jlanuanb. OHa C TpyAOM CNpaBUJIACH C
MOJCTYNUBIIEH TOIUHOTOW M TMpPHUCEa HAa KOPTOYKH, B TaKOU
no3e €l CTajlo HEMHoro Jierye. Ho Tyt oHa 3ameruna, 4to 3ak
OCTaBWJI pa3opBaHHOE TeJo Jlkeka M Tenmepb Yyrpodkaroule
IBUXETcsT B €€ CTOopoHy.. B yxace J[laHuaib oTtnonsia
nogasnbiie. OHa CHOBa MOJIOXKHUJIA PYKH Ha )KEMUYYXXHHY U Hayaja
HEMCTOBO MOJIMTh, YTOOBI 3aK mnpHuiies B ceoa. OHa Oosnack, 4TO
y>K€ CJIMLIKOM MO3JHO, OH npeBpaTtuics B YepHoro [lpakoHa u
YHHUUTOXHUT €€ B JOJIKO CEKYHBI.

— 3ak! Ounuce! 3ak! Ito 1... JlaHu3ae! — MoaMIa OHA, HO
ero 3To He Tporajo. OH wen Ha He€ TakK, KaK XHIIHHUK
NpUOINAKAETCS K KEPTBE.

Haoo 6excamo, on ynuumooxcum mens! UYeeo s xwcoy? —
npoHecyioch y He€¢ B rosoBe. — Ho s He Mory! S He Mmory
OCTaBHUTb €ro/ — r(pOMKO CKa3ajia OHa BCJiyX. [[aHu3JIb cuaenia Ha
KOpPTOYKax W Jpoxasna OT cTpaxa. Bom u npuwen mou koney! —
OHa CHsJIa HUTKY C »XE€MUYY>XMHOH M HampaBuJia €€ Ha 3aka,
XKEMUY>XMHA 3acusyla SpKUM CBETOM, U J[laHW31b 3axMmypuia
riasza. Xoms 6vl cmepmos Hacmynuaa Obicmpo, moabKo Obl He
MYYUmbsbCcsl, — MOJIMJIaCh OHa M kpaajna cmepTu. [lpoiuia MuHyTa,
Jpyrasi, HO HUYEro He MPOUCXOIUJIO. [[aHW3/b OTKpHLJIA rjasa,
4yTOOBI €lle pa3 MISHYTh Ha 3aka. OH HAKJIOHHWJICA K HEH U
MOJIOXKUJI PYKY € Ha KOJIEHO.

— 3ak? — npowenrtana J{aHusie. OHa yBHIEJA, YTO KOITH H
Yeurysl HCU€e3JiM, U OH CTaJl TAKHUM XK€, KaK MPexJe.
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— Jla! — HEXHO YJBIOHYJICS OH, MPUCEN PSIIOM U MOrIagui eé
yepHble BOJIOCHL. JlaHW3JIb OOJIETYEHHO B3JOXHYJIa, OHa €Je
HalllJIa CUJIbI YJIBIOHYTHCSI B OTBET.

— Tsl BepHyJsics? [[KeK CKa3aljl, 4TO 3TO HE MPOHU3ONIET, UTO
Mbl TIOMEHSJIUCh poJiiMU. TakoBa cyan0a. — JlaHu3bp cMaxHyJia
HABEPHYBIIYIOCS CJIE3Y.

— Cynb0a TakoBa, KaKOH OHa U JI0JDKHA ObITh, — OTBETHJI 3aK.
— E€ HUKaK HeNb3s U3MEHUTB.

— Te1 Bcerma roToB cka3aTb UTO-HUOYyIb YMHoe! —
cpexuaHuyana Janusnap u kpenko obOHsyia 3aka. Ho Bapyr 3ak
BcrioMHUJI: — Jxek! A youn ero!

Janusne otBena rnasa. Ox kopum ceba. Ho ecau 6vi on He
yHuumodcun Hxcexa, [ocex yHuumoxcun 6vl u Hac 060ux u 6cé
koponeecmeo. IOmo 00axcHO 6bL10 npouszoumu. OHa XoTena
OOBSICHUTB €MY 3TO.

— 3ak... — Hayana /[aHu3Jib, HO TYT Y€H-TO KPHUK MpepBan eg.
Kto-T0 3Bau ero.

— 3ak! — B nomeuieHue BOexan BaH. OH Obl1 BECh U3pAaHEH H
TSDKEJIO AbIIIal.

— 3ak! Tel B nopsinke? — B3H cierka CMYyTHJCS, YBUJIEB
JlaHu3J1b B 00BATHSX 3aKa.

— BbI 10JKHBI BUETH 3TO, HAUTE 3@ MHOM! — CKa3as OH, e€Jie
NepeBos JAbIXaHUE.

— Y10 ciyyusnocs? — BCTPEBOXHUJIACH [JaHUAIIb.

— Het BpeMeHM 00bsACHATE. UauTe 3a MHOH, CkOpei!

Janusnp nomoryia 3aky nogHATbCS. OH BBITJISIAET OYEHD
yCTaJIbIM, OHHU MEJJICHHO TMOIUIEUCH 3a BoHOM.

— Yro 3a paBHOAYLIHE, OUYHUTECH! — BO3MYTWICA B3H U B3
MX 3a pykd. BTpoeM OHM BOIJIM B MPOCTOPHBIA XOJUI CO
BCEBO3MOXXHBIMH YKPALICHUSIMU: XPYCTAJIbHbIE JIIOCTPBHI CBUCAIU
C MOTOJIKA, CTapMHHas pe3Has MeOenb, Ha CTEHaX TOPTPETHI
3HATHBIX 0C00. /[aHH3JIb Ccpa3y ke y3Haja 3To MecTo. MMeHHO
€ro OHa U BHU/JIEJIa B CBOEM CHE.

— Sl 3nech yxe Oblna! — BOCKJIMKHYJIA JIaHHDJIb.
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— He Moxer ObITh! — yauBuiics BaH. — 31€Chb HUKTO M3 HAcC He
ObLI C TEX MOP, KaK yMepJia 6adbyuika.

— S Bugena 3To Mecto Bo cHe. M, kaxercs, Bamy 0a0Oyuiky
TOXE.

— YT0? — Ha 3TOT pa3 yaAuBHUJCA 3aK.

OHu BoulJIM B 00JIbLIOH O€Jiblii 3a)1. Bce ObLJIO B TOYHOCTH,
KaK BO CHE: YEThIpE KOJIOHHBbI, a B LIEHTPE 3aJia, Ha OTPOMHOIA
ribi0e U3 0€sI0ro KaMHs, KpaCOBAIMCh T€ CaMbI€ TPU Meya.

Baons crennl crosnu Knayn, Menuca, Pai u OBa. OHu
MOKJIOHHUJIMCH 3aKy.

— Hrak, HactosiuMii KOpoJib AJIBJDKEHIbl JOJKEH CHOBa

3aHATH CBOM MpecToJl, — 00BABUI B3H U ToXe MOoKIoHUIICS 3aKy.

JlaHuasb nogoulsia K KaMHIO, 4TOObl YOEAUTHCS, 4TO O€JIbIH
M€Y HaxOOUTCS Ha cBoeM MecTe. OHa BHOBBH HAjejla YEPHYIO
YKEMUY>KHHY Ha LIEIO.

— Bot Meu, koTopblii pa30yaun MeHs, — cka3ana JlaHuasab U
JOTPOHYJIaCh JO PYKOATKHU O€JI0ro Meya.

— He nymato, 4to 310 X0opouas uaes, {u-3ib! — BCTpEBOXKUICS
Knayn.

— 3ak. Ham Oonblie Hedero OosATbCsA! — CMeENO OTBETHIIA
JlaHW?J1b.

— MunyTky! Tbl roBOopHlIb, UTO 3TOT M€Y NpOOyAHI TEOSI OTO
cHa? — cnpocui 3ak.

— Jla.

— Tak 3HauyuT... — 3aK B3JPOTHYII.

— Jauuanae! He Tporaih Meu! — kpukHyJ 3ak, HO ObLIO YyXe
no3aHo. JlaHW3ab C CHUJIOM AEpHYyJa 32 PYKOSATKY MU BbITallW/Ia
Med. benblii HUMO okyTan €€, OHa 3acBepKajia, KaKk 3Be3Ja B
HOYHOM HeOe. [laHu3mp ycnbliiaia YbH-TO r0JI0Ca, 3arjlyLLIEHHBIE
yaapaMHM, TOYHO TaKUMHM Xe€, KaK Te, YTO TNpUBEIU €€ B ITOT
HEOOBIKHOBEHHbIH U CTPaHHBIM MUp. [JaHu3Jb 00XBaTHIa rOJIOBY
pyKaMu, Med ynaJ Ha noj. Ymo amo co muou?

— Jlanuans! — 3ak nogdexan k Hell. OHa ¢ TpyJOM Cliblllialia
ero roJioc. Ero 3arnymanu ynapsl.

— 3ak! Uto cayuusiocs? UTo co MHOM mpoucxoaut?
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— Tsl Bo3Bpauiaemscs k cede nomoi! — kpuyan 3ak, HO OHa HE
CJIBIIIAJIA €70 CJIOB, TPOMKHE 3BYKH YIapOB 3arjylliajd UX.

— Yro0?.. — onsATh CIpOCHUIIa OHA.

— 5] mobmio 1eds1! — npokpuyan 3ak. OH 3HaJ, 4YTO pacCcTaeTcs
c Hel W, HaBepHO, HaBcerga. JlaHUA3JIb HE CibllIAJIa €ro, HO
MOHAJIA, YTO OH CKa3aJ, Mo ryoam.

— S pama, uyro BcTperuia TeOs!.. — TMpoKpuYasa OHa
YIS OLUMCS TOJIOCOM.

3ak xoTea OOHATH €€, HO... yepe3 MrHoBeHue JlaHu3Jb

ucyesJa.

%a&a 72

3aK ONyCTHJICSI Ha KOJICHO W MOJHSAJ € noJia Me4, OpOllIeHHbIN
Hanuane. Teneps eMy ObLIO aOCOIIOTHO ACHO, 3a4eM J[aHHUAIIb
BOpBajiach B ero Mup. Tonpko Onarogaps e, benomy [lpakony,
OH cymen nobeauts Jkeka. 3aKk OCMOTpE JIE3BUE MEUa, B HEM,
KaK B 3€pKaJie, OTpa3uJioCh YJiblOaroueecs jauuo Janusnb. OHa
JOJDKHA Obljla MCYE3HYTh, HEBO3MOXHO H3MEHHTH CYIbOYy, HO,
I8 Ha €€ OTpaXKeHue, 3aK, KaKk HUKOraa, OblJ1 YBEpEH, YTO OHA
€llle BEPHETCA K HEMY.

— JlaHu3nb! — wenHya 3ak ¥ BBITEP CJIE3Y PYKABOM.

Menuca nNOHMMAKOULIE MEPErjsHYyJaCh CO CBOUM MYXEM
B3HOM, nmoTOM HakKJIOHW/IacCh K MAaJIEHBKOH DBE€ H 4YTO-TO
IIENHyJ1a el Ha yXo. DBa noabexana k 3aKy, Kpenko oOHs1a ero
H T10JI0)KUJ1Aa TOJIOBKY Ha €ro IJIEYO.

— Cmnacu60, 9Ba! — ynapIOHyJIcs 3aK U OOHsT nieMsaHHULY. OH
BCTajl U NMOCMOTPEJ Ha Jpy3€il, Ha OpaTa C €ro CEMbEMN U IMOHsI,
YTO OTKPBIBAET HOBYIO CTPAHHLYy B CBOE€H *KU3HH H B XKHU3HH BCEH
Anbmxenapl. HacTynui KoHel BpaXkJie 1 HEHABUCTH.

3ak nmogHsn OBYy. OgHOM pYKOM OH Aepxail €€, B Ipyrou
cBepkan Meu Jlauusne — meu benoro JlpakoHa. OH yBepeHHoOM
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NOXOAKOM HampaBWICS K BbIXOAy M3 JaBopua. Boporta
pacnaxHyJMUChb, U NMEpeJd HUM PACKUHYJICS OTPOMHBIH JIyr. ITO
ObuU1 KOpoOJIeBCKMH ABOp. JIroau TONNMIMCE TaM B OXHUJIAHUHU
KOpoJIsi. 3aK BblIllIE] K HUM, U OHH HU3KO MOKJOHUJIUCH eMy. CHer
W JIbJbl, OKPY>KaBLIME MOACTYIbI K JBOPLYY, pacTasii, U 3UMY
CMEHMJIa BECHA.

Cnacubo mebe, [lanusne, umo mbsl cymena OmKpblmb MHE
enaza. Tenepv y meHs nonaHas acHocme. A yeepen, umo mbi ewe
VeUOUWb, KAK USMEHUMCS KOpO1e8Cmeo, 8 KOmopom s 0yoy
npasums. A cymero coerames e20 NpeKpacHviM, — BOJIHEHUE
NepenoJsiHsiIo 3aka.

— 51 OOBSBJIAIO, YTO OTHBIHE KOPOJIEM HAIIErO0 KOPOJIEBCTBA
CTAHOBUTCS 3aKOHHBIH HACJEOHUK Tpectona 3ak YepHslid
HpakoH! — npoBo3rinacuia MaTte U nowioHwiach 3aky. OH
HHU3KO MOKJIOHUJICS B OTBET.

3ak ObUI rOTOB MPAaBUTh rocy1apcTBoOM. OH MeUTal O MUPE H
PaBEHCTBE W XOTEJ, YTOOBI €ro Hapo ObLI CUACTIIUB.

— 51 BBIpOC Ha 3TOM 3eMJie, B 3TOM KOPOJIEBCTBE. Sl HUKOr1a He
3a0yly 3MoXy NpaBjaeHUss MOeH 0a0ylIKU — KOopoJieBbl KpUCTHH.
J>kek OTHs y Bac Haxexnay, Ho Mate BepHyJia €€. OHa Bceraa
rOBOpMJIa, YTO AOJDKHBI HACTYNHUTh CBETJIbIE BPEMEHA, U HallHU
HEyJa4d U TOPbKMUH OMBIT TOJILKO Y4YaT Hac M JeJalT elle
CUJIbHEH, Mbl He craeMcs. U g Bcerna Oyay ¢ Bamu. A npoTsHy
BaM PYKYy M B paJIOCTH U B TOPECTH, I HUKOT/1a HE OCTABJIIO CBOH
Hapol B Oene, — mpoBo3rjacui 3ak U B 3HAK NMOOEAbl BBICOKO
NOJHSJI PYKY, B KOTOPOM Aepxai Oenbiii Med JJaHH3JIb.

Pa3znanuce rpoMKue amioJUCMEHThl U JIMKYIOLIHE BO3IJIacChl
Tonnbl: — Jla 3gpaBCTBYET KOPOJIB!

— JlaHW3J1b, NPOCHUCH! — pa3aacs B ywax 4ei-to rojoc. OHa
OTKpbLJIa TIJla3da M TMOYYBCTBOBaja CHJBHYIO TOJIOBHYIO OOJIb.
Ornsimena ce0s U yBHIENA, YTO JIEKHUT B KpOBaTH, Ha OeJiol
NpocThiHE, a Ha HeW OonpbHMYHAs pydOamika. Kak B TymaHe,
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MPOIUIBUI YEH-TO CHIIY3T. JlaHM3/b 3aMoprajia ria3aMu, 4ToObl
JNyylie pasrisieTh €ro.

— 3ak! — npoluenTajia oHa.

— JaHuwdne! — ycubilllala OHa B OTBET 3HAKOMBIA TOJIOC.
CHi1y3T HEMHOTO MPOSCHUJICA U OBICTPO MOAOLLEN K €€ KpOBaTH.
Ona coCpeaoTOYMUIaCh, NbITAICh BCIOMHUTD, 1€ CJbILIAIa 3TOT
rogoc. OTo Obu1 ronoc €€ asau l'eHpu. B ymax JlaHu37b
3BEHEJIO, CJIBILIAJIUCH €1lI€ YbU-TO rojioca, €M BCIOMHHUJICS Oesbli
Med, BBIMABIIMK U3 €€ pykd. EN mokasajoceh, 4To0 OHa BHUJEINA,
KaK 3aK B30OLLEJ Ha TPOH, a TOTOM OHA y>K€ HHUYEro He BUJEIA,
HAcTyNHuJia KpOMeEUIHas TbMa, HO U CKBO3b HEE OHa ClblllIana
rojoc 3aka. JlaHWB3Jb OKHHYyJIa TMOMEUIEHHE 3aTyMaHEHHBIM
B3rJI10M, MBITAsCh MOHATH, IA€ OHa HaxoauTcs. Hakowew,
MOHsJIa, YTO 3TO OOJBHUYHASL KOMKA, HO KaK OHa Mormaja Crja,
HE MOMHMJIA.

Kaxercs, 3to asas ['eHpu croutr Bo3sne He€. Ho 4to OH
nenaeT B AnbKeHae? A MoXeT ObIThb, OHa BEPHYJIACh 1OMOM?

CunysT crtosin mepea HEW M BHUMATEJIBHO CMOTpPE HAa Heé
NOOpbIMH KapuUMH TI1a3aMu. Tenepb OHa SICHO BHJENA, UTO 3TO
asaas 'enpu. OH npuiiokus pyky K €€ 0y, 4ToObl M3MEpPUTh
TEMIIEPATYpPy, B3AOXHYJI C 00JIETYUEHHUEM U JIACKOBO YJIBIOHYJICS.

— Bcé€ B mnopsake? — CHOpocHs OH, 3aT€M HaxXMYPUJICS H
MoKayaj YKOPU3HEHHO rojioBod. — YTO 3TO, 4epT BO3bMH, 3a
daHTa3uu B TBOEH IroJioBe?

Janusns He orBeTwia. OHa Mopraja M 4yBCTBOBaJia pe3b B
ria3ax, HO CTapajlacb CMOTPETH Ha AAIO.

CnabbIM U XpHUILIBIM IOJIOCOM OHa crpocuna: — ['ae 3to a?

JlaHu371p momneITaNlach CECTh Ha KpOBAaTH, YTOOBI Jyqule BCE
pasrisaetb. OHa MOCMOTpesia B CTOPOHY OKHA: HEOO SICHOE,
NoX0Xe, 3TO yTpo. OHA rpyCTHO YJIBIOHYJIACh.

— S BepHynacs? Heyxenu s noma? — B €€ rosioce ObLIM
OJJHOBPEMEHHO M PaJlIOCTh, U TPyCTh. Kak 3mo eo3moxcHo? Kak
A nonana croda?

— Kak s crona nonana? — cnpocusia oHa BCIyX.
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— Tel ynana ¢ jieCTHULBI U NMOTEpsijia CO3HAHUE. Thbl CHIIBHO
yaapuiach rojgoBoi. Ceiyac Tol B OOJIbHULIE, — OOBSACHHUI Os.d
['eHpm.

Jauusnb ynbiOHynack. Ho ciie3uHka cKaTuiiach Mo €€ LIeKe.
Hsans ['eHpu He ctan pa3doupaTbes B €€ yyBcTBax. OH momor eu
cecTh yaoOHee.

— He nanpsraiicsi! — 3a00TJIMBO U CTPOro NpUKa3a OH.

— H3BUHH! — HECMOTpsS Ha CTpPOrud roJioc, JlaHu3ab Oblia
pana BuIeTh AAn0. OHAa HUKaK HE MoOrja IMOBEPUTb, YTO
BEPHYJIaCh K OOBIYHOM KU3HH.

— CKOJIBKO BPEMEHH 5 31€Ch?

— Ts1 naBHO yxke 31€ech. BTOpbie CyTKH.

Tax 3nauum, 6cé amo Ovin con? Bcé-ecé? U 3ax? H oadxce
noyeayu?

JlaHu3Jib MPUTPOHYJIACh NajbLaMU K ryboam. He moowcem
mako2o bbimb! Bcé obi10 Hacmosawum. Imo He obin coH!

— Yto ¢ To001? — 3abecnokouscs gans ['eHpH.

— 4 ... — JaHua1b nokmMalsia Ha cede ero McCnyraHHbld B3IJIs.

— Ju-371! — OH J1ackOBO B3s11 €€ 3a pyKy. — B yem nesno?

JlaHu3J1b OECCMBICIIEHHO TJIsIHYJIa Ha CBOIO JIAZJOHb B TEMJIOH
IAOUHON pyke. Heyowcenu mom mup, kK Komopomy s ycnena
NPUBLIKHYMb 3d MAKOe KOPOMKOe 8peMsi — 6Ce20 NUtlb COH?

JlaHu371b BCKOYHJIAa, HO MOYYBCTBOBAJIa Pe3Kylo 00Jib B HOrax
M BO BCEM TeJI€, U CHOBA IJIKOXHYJIACh HA KPOBATh.

Hsans ['eHpu nonsiTajncs yaepxarb e€.

— Yro bl nenaewb? Tebe eure HeMb3g BCTaBaTh!

Hecmotpss Ha 6onp B Horax, JlaHusyib Bce-Taku BCTajla M, C
MOMOLLBIO Js1H, NoJaoujIa K 00JIbIIOMY 3€pKajly, BHUCEBIIEMY B
OOJILHUYHOM Majare.

— 3ak... — mpollenTtasia OHa.

— 3ak? Kto 310, 3aK? — cnipocui ['eHpH.

JlaHMDJIb TJIAHYJIa Ha ce0si B 3epkajnio. Bc€, kak oObIYHO, U
HHKakoro oxemyyra Ha wmee. OT CuJIbHOH ©O0JM H  OT
pacTepssHHOCTH JlaHUJIb pacnjakanach.
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Jlsans ['eHpH MOHsUI, YTO OHA MJIAYET HE TOJBKO OT OOJIH, ECTh
yTO-TO €llle, YTO rJyOoko paHusio €€ cepaue. OH OOHsAN €€ U
npuxall K ceoe.

— 3aBTpa 3a BaMHU TNpUEAYT POIAUTENIH, — IMBITAJICI OH
ycrokouTh Jlanuane. — He BonHy#cs. Moinu u PoHu camu
coOpasii YEMOJAHBI.

— 3aBtpa? — nepecnpocuna JlaHu3b. ['eHpH yTBEpaAUTENBHO
KHBHY.L.

JlaHu3/1b eule CHUJIbHEE MOYYBCTBOBaja, KaK €M He XBaTaeT
3aka. OHa npuUBBIKJIAa K HEMY 3a 3TO Bpems. B e€ roJiose
NPOHECIIUCH CYACTIIMBBIE MUHYTHI, KOI1a OHU ObIIIM BMECTE, U TO,
KaK TPH pa3a OH MbITajicA nouenoBarts €€. O vem 1 dymaro? Imo
6cé con. Huuezo ne 6bin0!

JlaHU3JIb YCIOKOWJIAaCh M BbITEpJa CJie3bl. 3aBTpa MPHELYT
pPOJUTENIH, U OHA yeneT AoMoH BMecTe ¢ Mosnu u Ponn... OnHa
OTBEpPHYJIaChb OT 3€pKajla U BAPYr CHOBA YCJblllaja 3BYKH
Iy IOYKH.

Yr10-TO CBEPKHYJIO Ha nony. JJanuane ornyctuna pyky I eHpu
M MEIJIEHHO [MOJolJIa K KpOBaTH... NMPUCESIa HAa KOPTOYKH H
noJHsNa ¢ mnosa OJiecTAllyl0 Belwuly — 3TO Obula 4epHas
)KEMYYy>KMHA Ha LIEJIKOBOU HUTKE. [JaHUAJIb MOAHAIA KEMUYXKUHY
M CKaJia €€ B pYKEe.

— Uro cnyuunocs? — cripocun ['eHpH ¢ 11000nBITCTBOM. — UTO
3TO y T€0s?

JlaHU3J1b MOYYBCTBOBAJIA, YTO )KU3Hb BO3BPALLACTCA K HEM.

— Tak, HU4ero ocobeHHoro! — OTBETUJIa OHA AsE.

B nyme oHa Obljla yBEpe€Ha, 4TO C 3TOM MHUHYTHI y He€ BCE
Oyner no-npyromy. HeBaxHo, uto 3ak ceiiyac He ¢ Heil. OHa He
OJUMHOKA, U 00sA3aTe/IbHO MPUAET TOT JE€Hb, KOrJa OHAa CHOBaA
YBHIUT €ro — HOBOI'O KOPOJIs AJIbIXKEHIBI.
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A Fairy Tale for Children and Adults

The book by Shoshana Yusufov "The Black Pearl" is a fantasy
novel. The young writer, undoubtedly possessing rich imagination,
brings her main character, an ordinary girl into fantastic kingdom of
Algenda. There she is involved in different incredible adventures.
Some readers might say that they are familiar with many fantasy novels
and all of them are similar. The author of this novel has certainly read
lots of adventure books affecting her imagination but, nevertheless, she
succeeded in creating her own fantastic plot. She managed to show
how the personality of the main hero of this book Daniel develops
under extremely different circumstances. The book's author exposes her
main heroes to all kinds of dangers and trails, and they courageously
endure all of them. And in these fantastic circumstances real human
feelings like love, mutual aid, and friendship have been tested and
strengthened. Not only impressions made by the novels the author had
once read move the plot of Shoshana's story. The girl, who wrote this
book, lives in a very complicated world. In spite of her young age and
not very big life experience, she knows what the wars and terrorist
attacks mean. She was dazed by the events of September 11, 2001 in
Manhattan where her relatives live. And this event is reflected in the
book:

"Her eyes were full of fear. The drops of people's blood started dripping
from her body. She felt pain in her eyes. Why? Why all this happened?
The fear clutched her heart. "Get up! Get up!" she cried. Tears filled her
eyes".

The author describes Manhattan in her hero's dream, and a fairy tale
acquires the deep meaning.

"Brothers are enemies. Why? Do they lack anything in this fantastic
Kingdom?" ask both the hero of this novel and the author. However, till
now adult politicians, philosophers, and different public figures cannot
find an answer to this simple question of a girl.

Irene Yavchunovsky, a member of the

Union of Israeli Writers and a Diploma

Winner in the frames of international

literary contest "Russia's Golden Feather- 2008's".



Shoshana Yusufov is a musician — the pianist, the vocalist and the
youngest member of Israeli Writers' Union. She was born in an
artistic family on February 19, 1992 in the city of Akko, Israel.
Her parents originated from ancient generation of Mountain
Caucasian Jews "Jewhurho". The family repatriated to Israel from
the city of Baku, Azerbaijan in 1990. Shoshana inherited her
talents to writing, painting and music from her mother. Shoshana
is a student of experimental 11"™ grade. She has been writing since
her childhood and started writing the book "The Black Pearl"
when she was 12 years old. It is a fantasy novel — a romantic
story with a profound meaning. The author's young niece
Daniella was the main source of inspiration. The novel is written
in Hebrew and translated into two languages: Russian and
English. Shoshana Yusufov lives in the city of Akko and writes
the continuation of the story.
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Daniel was sitting on the back seat of the car. She looked
angry. She was forced to go and this irritated her most of all. She
glanced at her younger brother Ronny sitting alongside the
opposite window. He was wearing headset and pushing the
buttons of electronic game which he placed on his knees. A four-
year-old Molly was sitting in the middle holding Teddy bear in
her hand.

"l can't believe that they managed to persuade me!"
muttered she to herself crossly.

"Actually, they bribed you," smiled Ronny foxily.

Daniel looked through the window. Ronny was right, they
really bribed her. Her parents promised to send her to a summer
camp in Los Angeles on holidays if she agreed to go to Uncle
Henry.

The parents occupied the front seats: their dad Albert was
driving the car and their mom Emily was looking through the
window admiring the view.

"I believe you'll behave properly at Uncle Henry's home."
she started, but Molly interrupted her speech. "It's lovely, isn't
it?" asked she. Daniel seated Molly closer to the window; little
girl pressed her palms and head against the window glass. Daniel
again looked through the window. The view was fascinating. It
was a sunset hour; they drove along the field covered with lots of
bright colorful flowers. In a distance the city scattered in front of
them.

"You're right, Molly, it's really lovely." agreed Emily and
looked through Albert's window.

Daniel did not answer. Wasn't it clear that the view was
charming and unusual?

Soon Molly fell asleep on Daniel's knees, Ronny was also
dosing his head leaned against the window. Daniel was still
looking through the window. Her black hair falling upon her
neck and crystal blue eyes were gleaming in a pale moonlight.
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The car stopped.

"Arrived!" shouted Albert.

Daniel woke up her brother and sister and got out. The
magnificent house appeared before her eyes. It was built at the
deserted place among the fields and woods and looked like a big
castle. Yes, it was a real castle which Daniel's parents admired so
much. Their dad used to say, "It would be so nice if you grew up
at Henry's home. If you stayed there for a long time, you would
understand what a fun it might be."

"Oh, no!" thought Daniel. Without education in the castle,
she felt like a stranger in the school. Other students usually
laughed at her parents when they spoke to the school principle.

"What a beautiful place! I haven't forgotten it since my
youth!" Emily exclaimed.

Daniel giggled. Now she will tell that she has nostalgia,
and if someone reminds her about it, she will tell that she has a
depression and would like to go to cosmetologist to make a
plastic operation. It's better not to say anything.

"Di-el!" called Molly. Daniel helped her to get off and
took into her arms.

"Want to kiss me?" she asked. Molly gave her a hug and
they kissed each other.

"And me!?" nagged Ronny.

"You envy!?" contemptuously asked Daniel and let Molly
down.

"Very much!" admitted Ronny.

Daniel patted his hair gently.

"You'll spoil my hairdo!"

"Nothing will happen. My hair is messy much more."

Albert fetched suitcases out of the car and put them in
front of them. Molly ran forward and climbed up the stairs.
Ronny and Daniel also climbed upstairs. Soon the children
approached the big front door. Molly was eager to see Uncle
Henry. She loved listening to his stories so much. Daniel
examined her clothes. She was wearing the vest, a white t-shirt
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under it and black tights. Suddenly the door widely opened and a
handsome man went out. He was smiling happily.

"Hi, welcome!" Henry greeted them happily as usual.

"Hi Uncle Henry!" answered Ronny.

Molly jumped into his arms and hugged him tightly.

"What's up, Henry?" asked Emily with a smile.

"Everything's OK!" He answered.

"Hope you'll enjoy." said mom, then kissed her children
and went to the car.

"We'll be back in a month, exactly! Don't bother Uncle
Henry, OK?" added Albert coldly.

"Don't worry, they won't bother me. Have a nice
vacation!" smiled Henry.

Albert and Emily got back into the car and drove away.
They decided to make a tour to Hawaii and leave the children in
the house of that strange Uncle Henry with his mysterious stories
about monsters, spirits and fantastic creatures.

"This month is going to be long and boring!" muttered
Daniel cruelly.

"Yeah!" agreed Ronny.

"Molly! Ronny! You've grown up!" exclaimed Henry and
hugged Molly again.

"He's nice, anyway. Not as cold as our dad." Thought
Daniel and glanced at Henry.

"Hi Uncle Henry," she said.

"Di-el!" he inspected her from head to feet and smiled
gladly, "You've become a pretty lady! How long haven't you been
here? How old are you?"

"Sixteen." Daniel flushed.

"You've grown up; it means that we, adults, are getting
older with every day." He said and took the suitcases. The
children entered the house, and Ronny closed the front door.
Inside, the house resembled a real huge fairy tale castle. Ronny
looked around with amazement. He had never been there before,
just heard a lot of stories about this place. Daniel examined the
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house with the same amazement. Only Molly behaved as usual,
she liked such places because Daniel told her many stories about
kings and palaces, princes and princesses before sleep.

"And you live here alone?" Ronny asked.

"Unfortunately not." Henry answered ironically.

"What's so amusing?" they heard the voice. A young man
quickly jumped downstairs.

"Drain?!" she smiled.

This was Drain, the youngest of five Henry's children.
Daniel met him long ago and remembered as a nice guy.

"Haven't seen you for ages! How're you?" he asked and
smiled back to the guests.

"Everything is OK, and you? Have you graduated from
the University?" asked Daniel.

Drain nodded. He was smiling all the time. He was so
happy to meet his cousins. Drain took the suitcases and they all
walked along the long corridor. Daniel was also glad to meet
Drain who always understood her better than her other cousins.

The children were happy. Molly and Ronny entered the
kitchen. Daniel followed them along the long corridor. At the
moment she stepped the corridor, she suddenly clearly heard two
strokes. It seemed to her that they coincided with her heart beats.

What's that? Where are those strokes from? She stopped
in hesitation, creeps ran down her neck. Daniel peered into the
dark corridor.

Daniel! What's happened?" Drain interrupted her
thoughts.

"No! Nothing special! I heard something." she answered
uncertainly.

Drain glanced around: "No, there isn't anything," he
answered and entered the kitchen. "Come in! If I'm not mistaken
we'll have an ice cream for dinner today."

"Really?" asked Daniel happily.

They all sat down at the table and started dinner. The
dinner passed quickly, it was time to go to bed. Ronny was
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offered a special room and he was very glad. At home he shared
the room with Molly; she used to get on his nerves as she often
spoke in her sleep. Daniel and Molly went to another room. [t
was rather big but Molly managed to throw all her things onto the
floor, and the floor seemed to disappear at all.

Daniel helped Molly to put on her nightgown, and the girl
hid under the blanket. "Good girl, Molly," said Daniel. She
stretched the blanket and stroked her hair, "It's time to sleep
now," she said.

"Well! Good night Daniel!" Molly uttered tiredly.

"Good night, dolly!" answered Daniel and kissed her.

"Di-el! See you tomorrow!" whispered Molly and closed
her eyes.

"See you!" she smiled back to Molly.

Daniel remembered that she forgot to lock the door. She
went to the door opened it and gazed into an empty corridor. It
was dark and quiet there, all the relatives, except her, were
sleeping. She locked the door, opened the suitcase, took out
pajamas (the shorts and the tight t-shirt) and hanged it on the
chair. She tried not to wake up Molly and stepped softly. Daniel
entered the shower room. Suddenly, she again heard two strokes.
They came from the lower corridor. Daniel came up to the door
and again looked into the stairs. She made sure that there was
nobody there then slowly went towards the stairs. She heard the
third stroke, and this time the strokes seemed to coincide with her
heartbeats. Then she again heard 'bum-bum'. The strokes repeated
while she was going along the corridor in the direction of the
basement.

Daniel was breathing heavily. She blamed herself that put
her nose into her Uncle's affairs, she came up to the door and
squeezed the door hand. The strokes became louder and more
frequent. They worried Daniel. Now they resembled the
heartbeats after the sport lesson at school. She approached the
door and took her breath. Than with the words: "No matter!" she
pushed the door. There was nothing but complete darkness.
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Daniel found the stairs and slowly moved down. The staircase
seemed endless. She found the switch and tried to turn on the
light but failed.

"It doesn’t work." she thought. "I nose into Uncle Henry's
affairs, don't 1?" Daniel walked upstairs to get back to her
bedroom. The strokes repeated, now they were much louder than
before. She felt as if someone was calling her all the time from
the side of the basement.

"OK! I'm coming." she whispered and surprised at what
she said, "Just take a lantern!"

Daniel remembered that Drain once showed her where the
closet room was. She went there. Different things were scattered
inside the room. On the one of the shelves she found the lantern,
she took it and went back to the basement door. She decided that
Uncle Henry was sleeping. Some scientists work at night, but
Uncle Henry looked tired today so, most likely there was nobody
in the basement. Uncle Henry was a professor, famous not only in
England but also all over the whole Great Britain. Daniel cursed
herself, she interfered his private life. "Curiosity has won!" she
said to herself and with these words opened the door.

Daniel slowly went downstairs leading to the basement.
She felt as if she was a criminal. The staircase ended and Daniel
entered the large room. She noticed the switch on the wall and
turned it on. The room got lit with the light of crystal chandelier.
The girl saw a large library with lots of bookshelves. She moved
among the bookshelves till she hit the pillar. There was the
plague on it with the inscription "History".

The shelves were full of various books, beginning with
the ancient history up to the 21 century. Daniel observed the
books' covers with curiosity. The next title was 'The Story of
Extramundane World', then she saw the book with the title
'Nights in Algenda'...

"What a strange title!" she smiled, then another book
attracted her attention. She read the title: 'The History of
Dragons'. She again heard two strokes. They came from the
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bookcase standing next to the wall behind the shelves. Daniel
came up closer to the wall trying to hear something more. She
again heard two strokes.

"I can't understand who's calling me? What's going on
behind this wall?" She asked herself. She lowered her head. She
could not understand why she was here alone at midnight, and
why only she heard these strange sounds. "I hear strange sounds.
Something is wrong with me. I got crazy, didn't I?" she asked
herself with fear.

Suddenly she noticed another very thick book: 'The Power
of Algenda' she read. She touched the book but suddenly the
bookcase moved from its place and Daniel noticed a small dark
room which was hidden behind it. She felt that the strokes were
coming from this very room.

"Is there anyone here?" she cried hoping to hear the
answer. "What if I really got crazy?"

There was one more bookcase, a table and a chair in that
room. The mirror covered with the piece of cloth was hanged on
the wall. Daniel pulled the cloth off and read the inscription on its
frame:

When the Sun sets and the darkness rules the Moon,

then the day will come and the pearl will become
black.

Daniel was astonished. She came up closer and looked at
her reflection in the mirror: soft lineament of her pale face, long
glossy black hair, falling upon the shoulders, forelock closing
eyebrows. Her blue eyes were shining like diamonds, she was
slender and pale like a moon in the skies. Her look was serious
and thoughtful. She was fascinating. The strange sounds returned.
Now they came from the wall with the mirror. She noticed that
something sparkled behind the wall brick. Daniel stretched her
hand, easily moved the brick and saw a small musical chest
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behind it. Daniel fetched the chest and put it on the table. A
strange ornament engraved on it amused Daniel. She cautiously
opened the chest and instantly heard a lullaby melody from it.
Inside the chest there was a pendant with a black pearl. Daniel
fetched it.

"A black pearl, isn’t it strange?" she thought, then smiled
and tried the pendant on. She looked into the mirror again and
joyfully nodded to her reflection. The pearl was fascinating.
Then, suddenly, she clearly heard two loud strokes. They seemed
to be very close to her. She felt a strong pain as if someone was
thumping inside her heart trying to pull it out. Daniel again saw
her reflection in the mirror. The pain stopped the pearl began
glowing with an unusual bright color. She wanted to unlock the
chain but i1t was locked so fast that she was unable to do it.

Daniel closed her eyes with fear. Now she wanted to stop
all this. When she opened her eyes again she saw the guy in the
mirror, his eyes burnt with courage and hope. Daniel approached
the mirror to see him better. She saw that the guy was fighting
with a big red creature. At first she thought it was a dinosaur, but
later she understood that this was something supernatural like an
enormous red dragon.

"What does all this mean?" could not understand Daniel,
but suddenly the light beam from the mirror pulled her strongly
towards the mirror, and 1t vacuumed her inside. Echo rang in her
ears and she heard her name:

"Daniel!"
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Daniel's blue eyes opened as if she woke up from the
dream. She felt that she was sitting on something soft, at first she
thought that got back to her room. Daniel looked around. She was
sitting on the green grass, surrounded with tall trees. The
sunshine dazzled her. She decided that she was still dreaming.

"Molly!" she called, "It's time to get up!"

Nobody answered her. Nothing except the birds' singing
was heard.

Daniel got frightened. She called again, "Molly! Don't
you hear me?"

She heard nothing but singing of the birds. Daniel looked
behind her then looked forward with fear. This wasn't Uncle
Henry's house at all. There wasn't a ceiling above her head but a
blue sky with the sun shining brightly.

"Molly?" she whispered getting more and more worried.
"Where am I?" No doubt that this wasn't Uncle Henry's house.
Tears filled her eyes; she was breathing heavily and trembling
with fear. She fell on her knees. Everything that happened last
night wasn't a dream. She had no doubt now that the sparkling
mirror and the damned chain still squeezing her neck were real.
She got vacuumed inside the mirror. There was almost no hope
that she was dreaming and just could not wake up.

"Where am [?" she cried helplessly trying to wipe up the
tears with her palm. But the tears dripped and she could not stop
them. She had no idea where she was. She had never seen this
place before.

"You were having a hard day today. Weren't you?" she
suddenly heard the voice. Then someone asked anxiously, "Are
you OK?"

Daniel turned back and saw a pretty woman behind her.
Te woman smiled friendly but there was an anxiety in her look.
She was very tall with blue eyes, very long blond hear and long
spiky ears.
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Daniel gazed at her with fear and amazement. She was
especially surprised at her long ears.

The women felt embarrassed and lowered her eyes, "You
don't see the elf for the first time. Do you?" she asked irritably.

"The elf?" whispered Daniel.

The woman smiled. Daniel could not believe her ears.

"Where am 1?" repeated she in a whisper.

"Don't you know? In Algenda." smiled the woman.

Diniel recalled the library and the bookshelves in Uncle
Henry's house. She understood that she occurred in a different
world described in those books in thick covers.

"Algenda!" she echoed then asked, "Algenda, what's this?
Is it a place on the map? If yes, where is 1t?"

The woman burst out laughing. Then she looked into the
serious and frightened eyes of Daniel.

"Aren't you joking?"

"Do I look as if I'm joking?" thought Daniel.

"Algenda is our Kingdom, and you're in it now.

"Almost 'agenda'." laughed Daniel.

"What's so funny?" It means the 'Land of Gods' in the
ancient language. I don't find anything funny in it. "Where are
you from? I guess you're a stranger." the woman asked
suspiciously.

"England, the Earth. If this tells anything to you."
answered Daniel.

"The... what..? The Earth.?" the woman was getting
worried; now, it was her turn to surprise.

"You may get into trouble! If they find out that you came
to our world, they will throw you into the cage like a beast They
won't stop till they eliminate all the mortals."

Daniel looked at her with horror. Trying to fight the fear
she asked, "Who are they?"

"The Power." answered the woman. 'The Power of
Algenda' — the title of the book appeared before Daniel's eyes.
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"Can you tell me about this Power? Who rules this
kingdom, people, like me?"

"Not quite! They differ from you. They are witches,
warriors, and wizards. They possess a magical power which
doesn't exist in your world."

"How do you know? Do you know anything about my
world?" wondered Daniel.

"Yeah, nearly five years ago a mortal from your world
was here. He told us about this world. His name was Christopher,
if I'm not mistaken."

"Christopher?" asked Daniel.

The woman nodded.

"Professor Christopher?"

"Yes. Are you acquainted with him?"

"He's my uncle's friend."

"Fine, if so, the penalty might be less severe." she smiled.

"Really?"

"Professor Christopher once helped us very much, I hope
they remember this and won't make you harm.

Daniel sighed with relief as if the stone fell from her
heart. "At least, they won't kill me".

"But [ wonder how did you get here?" asked the woman.

"Through the mirror, with the help of this chain," Daniel
pointed at the black pearl.

"What?.. The Black Pearl?!" she asked stumbling
anxiously.

"What's happened?" Daniel got frightened again.

Suddenly the birds stopped twittering. They stood in
silence for a moment.

"Why don't you answer?"

The woman smiled with happiness. The birds began
twittering again. The woman answered with deep respect, "Both
the residents and the rulers of our Kingdom will be not just glad,
they will be happy to see you. Do you know what you're wearing
on your neck, girl?"
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"No. Do you mean this chain? Is there anything special in
it?"

"Oh, it's so simple!" she came up closer to Daniel, "The
keeper of the Black Pearl will bring victory and save our
devastated world from the war, girl! You came here not in vain.
You're the one who can stop the war of brothers that has been
lasting for about fifteen years. You are the keeper, - you are the
rescuer!" She exclaimed solemnly.

Daniel opened her mouth widely. She was shocked. “Isn't
it enough that I stayed alone in the secret room in Uncle Henry's
house, then got into this strange world, and more than that, I'm
considered the rescuer of this world!? What other troubles are
going to happen with her, she wondered. Hadn't she been so nosy,
nothing would have happened! She blamed herself.

"By the way, what's your name? I'm Cristella," said the
woman ignoring the horror in Daniel's eyes.

"D... Daniel. My name's Daniel. Glad to meet you,
Cristella." she told.

"So do I." answered Cristella and they shook hands. "Let's
go to the Palace!" she offered politely.

"With pleasure!" agreed Daniel, "But, please, call me Di-
el," she murmured still frightened and amazed by everything that
happened to her.

The woman walked along the field towards the wood.
Daniel slowly followed her. She was scared. Different thoughts
came to her mind, she thought about the magic pearls and about
the words Cristella told her. "How should I save this world?"
They came to the wood resembling a big labyrinth. Enormous
trees spread their huge branches yellow, red and green leaves
were falling from them and covering the ground which also
surprised Daniel, as the air was hot like in summer.

Daniel followed Cristella and looked around with
curiosity. She paid attention to the tall tree and stopped near it.
Cristella walked ahead but noticed that Daniel stopped and turned
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back. Daniel could not revert her eyes from the tree, as if there
was something that drew her to it.

"What are you looking at?" she heard a man's voice.
Daniel looked around, she didn't see anyone.

"The trees talk?!" she murmured.

Cristella laughed, she noticed that Daniel felt
embarrassed, "No, the trees don't talk," she shook her head.

"Then, who talked to me?"

"It's me!" answered the youth with brown eyes with a
touch of green.

"Your Highness!" Cristella made a profound obeisance.

Your Highness? Wouldn't she tell me that he's a real
prince? Daniel started inspecting the guy with interest. He was
tall, well built with golden messy hear falling upon his shoulders.
He was wearing a little bit worn clothes and high boots with
black ornament; the mantle decorated with the same symbolic
adornment was falling from his shoulder. He stood one hand in
his pocket; the other squeezed the sword. He looked tired and
weary from heat. Daniel caught his serious thoughtful glance.

"Chris, who's this?" he asked putting the sword into the
sheath.

"She's the mortal, Your Highness." Cristella looked
straight into his eyes.

"The mortal?" he grinned sadly, "What does the mortal do
here?"

"Got here by mistake" intruded Daniel harshly, "What's
wrong with this? Aren't you mortal either? And why do you talk
to me in a third person? I have the name, Daniel!"

"Who gave her the right to speak?" The youth interrupted
her. His tone was reserved and aloof. He seemed to lack human
feelings at all.

"I allowed to myself!" Daniel answered huskily.

"Ts!" Cristella glanced at her with reproof.

"Let her talk if she wants, she'll die in any case." he
uttered sternly.
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Silence came again. Just the sounds of the light breeze
were heard. Cristella glanced at the guy with fear. She hesitated
not knowing whether she could object the future king. Still she
told, "I think we can't kill her, Lord Zack!" she again looked into
his eyes, "Don't you see what she's wearing on her neck?"

Zack, who did not even look at Daniel a second ago,
unexpectedly peered at her. He was shocked when saw the
pendant.

"The Black Pearl?!"

Zack started studying her from head to feet. He assessed
her footless legs covered with scrapes, her slender body, blue
eyes and black hair, and finally her strange clothes.

"She's cute." He thought.

"Why are you looking at me?" Daniel felt uncomfortable.

"Shouldn't the keeper of The Black Pearl be an old man?"
he asked Cristella still gazing at Daniel.

Cristella shrugged her shoulders. It was clear that she had
no idea about it.

"Why does he look at me so closely?" thought Daniel, his
intent look embarrassed her. "Will you stop gazing at me?
Please!"

"I wonder..." began Zack slowly.

"What?" interrupted him Daniel with curiosity, she was
afraid to raise her eyes.

Zack saw that she felt uneasy. He came closer and looked
into her eyes. Daniel flushed.

"Can't you stop gawking at me?" she asked. "No!" he
responded.

Daniel was perplexed at his answer, "Please!" requested
she.

"Well!" agreed Zack. Let's go to the Palace. He turned and
went ahead as though Daniel wasn't there at all. Cristella
followed him quickly, and Daniel was offended that they forgot
about her at all. Her footless legs hurt; they were covered with
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new scratches. Daniel stepped on something sharp and felt a
severe ache in her foot.

"Ah!" she screamed and sat down on the ground.

Her legs ached so much that she could not go any more.
She examined her foot.

"What's wrong?" Cristella heard the scream and turned
her head. She ran back to Daniel. Zack came back either but not
as quickly as Cristella did.

"My feet ache and bleed!" answered Daniel with a false
smile, then added, "Don't worry, everything's OK."

Daniel got on her feet and tried to make a few steps. At
this moment Zack took her into his arms.

"What're you doing?"

"I'll carry you to the Palace." He responded firmly and
walked ahead.

Cristella walked beside him smiling. She didn't expect
such a twist and could not guess that Zack would help Daniel.

"Free me! I'm OK! I can walk!" Daniel fought trying to
free from his embrace.

"There's the lake not far from here. It's special. It's called
The Great Lake of Algenda. I'll take you there." explained Zack
ignoring her shrieks.

"Why? What lake?"

"The Great Lake of Algenda is magical It'll cure you."
explained Cristella. They got out of the wood and walked
towards the lake. Soon they got there. Daniel saw two stone
columns serving a gate. Each column consisted of three parts.
Both of them were supported by plinths. They were decorated
with a mosaic ornament; the upper part of each column had a
cylindrical form. The plinths resembled two flat flying saucers.

"We came!" said Cristella.

Daniel glanced furiously at Zack, then stood up and
entered the water up to her ankles. The strong gust of wind blew
from the side of the gates. Daniel closed her eyes listening to the
rustle of the waves and the whistle of the wind. Suddenly a cold
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gasp of wind blew into her face. Daniel clearly heard two strokes
they were coinciding with her heart beats.

"They are just the same as I had heard in Uncle Henry's
house.” She thought with fear and panic. She could not
understand where these strange sounds were coming from. Daniel
shut her ears with both hands.

"No! I don't want to hear them again!" she whispered.

"What's wrong, Daniel?" she heard the voice of Cristella.

The strokes continued. Daniel ran out of the water to Zack
who was puzzled by her odd behavior. "What's happened to her?"
he thought and got worried. Daniel sat down on the grassy bank
and embraced the knees with her arms. The waves were
splattering beside her feet and tickling them gently.

"What's wrong with you?" Zack came closer and touched
her hair.

"Don't you hear them?" whispered she in a trembling
voice.

"Hear what?"

"The strokes! Those damned strokes!" the tears dripped
down her cheeks.

Cristella and Zack glanced at each other. At this very
moment the wind got stronger. All of them heard an explosion
somewhere in the distance. Daniel jumped and stepped towards
Zack in a second the strong gast of wind twisted her. Daniel put
forward the palms trying to protect her face. But the wind
squeezed her throat with an enormous strength that she almost
could not breathe. Her slender palms were unable to cope with
the might of the hurricane. The strong wind caught her; Daniel
felt that her legs were dangling in the air. She flew above the
earth. Unmerciful wind took the girl away. Life seemed to wipe
away from her body. She felt nothing but blackout. Zack
stretched his hand out in her direction. His lips whispered the
spell and radiance appeared around his hand. Daniel flew down
and fell near his legs. Her eyes were shut, she fainted. Zack,
breathing heavily, fell down either.
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"Your Highness! Are you OK?" Cristella dashed to him.

Zack stood up and looked at Daniel. She saved him! This
heavy hurricane should take him away and instead, it wounded
and even almost killed the stranger. Zack kneed beside Daniel
and touched her forehead.

Do you think it is SHE?" asked Cristella.

"I don't know, but there's a way to check." answered
Zack. He tilted Daniel's hair and stretched the palm above
forechead. The black luminosity started glowing above her
forehead. Zack's hand trembled and he moved it back.

"That's the Devil, isn't that?" whispered Cristella in a
trembling voice, interrupting Zack's contemplations.

"Don't worry, Criss! The devil hasn't conquered her yet.
We must take her to the Palace. Then The Council will decide
how to prepare her to all that might happen. He approached
Daniel and carefully took her into his arms again. Cristella
watched him thoughtfully.

"Are we going home?" she asked.

"Yeah!" answered Zack. He lowered his head looking at
Daniel.

%ﬁaﬁlm’ 3

In the morning Zack entered the room where Daniel was
lying. He had brought her there yesterday evening, and since then
she didn't come to herself. He closed the door. Zack felt that he
had to see her again. The candle was burning at the bedside table,
and its dispersed light fell on Daniel's face. She lay on the white
sheet. Her palms, legs and forehead were tightly bandaged. Zack
bent to her. The candlelight fell on his golden hair making it
shine like spurts of flame.

There was a chafe above Daniel's eyebrow. She was a
stranger, an alien but, in spite of that, she attracted Zack. How it
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happened that she rescued him? And he — the future of the
Kingdom could not defend her!? Zack could not get rid of this
thought. He came nearer and sat down on the edge of her bed. He
knew that he shouldn't touch her as she was the Black Pearl
keeper, but he could not cope with himself. He moved the candle
toward her face and touched it gently. Zack flushed. "What will
happen when she wakes up?" thought he. For a moment he
imagined that Daniel was his beloved wife and the queen of his
people. Why could not she become the queen? And what if she
doesn't answer his feelings? Zack smiled ironically and threw
away these thoughts. Nonsense! How could such a silly idea
come to his mind?

He stood up quietly, placed the candle back, put it out and
went to the door. Near the door he turned behind and glanced at
Daniel once more. Zack went out and closed the door. It creaked
slightly.

When will she wake up? Is this slender girl really
capable to save the whole Algenda? Will she be able to wake up
the Black Dragon? If yes, how will she pay for this? What fate is
awaiting her?

"What fate is awaiting the Black Pearl keeper? What else
if not death?" the old woman's voice interrupted his thoughts.

Zack saw Marian Li — the priestess of the Power of Light.
She was more than three hundred years old, and she survived all
the wars of the kingdom. More than that, she participated in them.
She as her three granddaughters, 'trio Li' possessed exclusive
qualities and contacted magicians and other supernatural
creatures living in the Kingdom. She was always wearing the
long gown covering her old body and decorating with traditional
symbols.

"I see you're pleased to break into the room without
warning." muttered Zack.

"I've been here all the time, Your Highness." she
answered arrogantly.
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"Well. Where's the First Counselor?" asked Zack in a
more agreeable tone.

"He'll be soon. You're fascinated by this girl, aren't you,
Your Highness?" grinned the priestess.

"You're always needling, annoying old lady." repulsed
Zack but flushed and turned his eyes, as the old lady was right.

"If 1t's true, Your Highness,"she continued with sarcasm,
"I don't think she will admire such an ill-bread prince.

"Live the guy alone!" Luckily to Zack, someone's voice
interrupted their conversation. The old Counselor entered the
room.

"Glad to see you!" smiled Zack.

"So am I. Did you find HER?" The news that the Black
Pearl's keeper was a young lady was a pleasant surprise for him.

"It was SHE who found Me." argued Zack.

He leaned against the wall; yesterday's picture again
appeared before his eyes. She rescued him and was wounded.

"The girl saved the prince — the rescuer! Shouldn't it be
vice versa?" the priestess, able to read the prince's thoughts,
requested with the same sarcasm.

"Thanks, that reminded me about it!" responded Zack
crossly.

The priestess grinned. She loved teasing Zack. She could
not forgive him that he didn't stop his brother Wan from starting
crusade against their third brother Jack, where Wan was
wounded.

"My pleasure!" replied the priestess angrily.

"Uncle Zack!" they heard a tender child's voice.

Zack turned back. A small girl of about four years old in
a short dress and sandals ran into the room. Two blond ponytails
tied her hair. Her green shining eyes were smiling happily. She
was Zack's niece, the daughter of his elder brother Wan.

"Eva!" Zack smiled back and took the girl into his arms.

But last events bothered him and a smile faded very
quickly.
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"What will we do?" he again applied to the Counselor.

"] think we must consult with Mother," answered the

Counselor.

"Where's the gir]?" asked Marian Li.

"In my bedroom," replied Zack.

"As soon as she recovers, bring her to the Temple." said
the Counselor uncertainly.

Zack nodded and the Counselor went out.

"We must tell everyone! The Kingdom is saved!" Eva said
and clapped hands joyfully, "Hurrah!"

"No! We mustn't!" argued Zack. "Don't be so careless. No
one should know this. Promise, that you won't tell anyone."

"Even to mom and dad?" surprised Eva.

"Even to them," replied Zack looking at her gently. I'll tell
them myself. OK?"

"OK!" agreed Eva and jumped away.

Zack glanced at Marian Li. She was unpleased as usual.

"What if the Darkness conquered her and the Light
stepped aside forever?" - worried Zack.

The cry of a small girl shook the streets of Manhattan. She
lost her family. Daniel was there. She felt nothing but fear. There
was no one around, just a heartbreaking cry of a girl. The wind
was blowing and whistling in the ears. The drops of blood were
seen everywhere. The empty city was totally devastated; the
ruins surrounded Daniel who stood alone in the middle of the
former residential area. She looked ahead in direction of the
broad and long avenue. It stretched like an arrow up to the
horizon. Tears of reminiscence brought her far away together
with the girl's weeping being heard from one of the ruined
houses. Daniel understood that she was dreaming and in her
dream saw the reminiscence belonging to someone else.
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She returned home to America. She was neither in Uncle
Henry's house nor in Algenda. She was at her parents' home.
Mom and dad went to Hawaii and her brother and sister were in
England. She walked northwards along the avenue and
recognized Times Square. Neon billboards were smashed; splits
and cracks crossed the walls of the building, effuse grass stuck
out of them. Daniel noticed a billboard over the biggest in this
district restaurant. That was an Italian restaurant where their
family used to eat.

"Why is everything ruined here?" she could not
understand. She walked ahead and stopped near the tall building.
There was a huge billboard behind it. The cry stopped and
frightening silence came instead. Daniel quivered. She
approached the billboard trying to see anyone. Dead people were
lying on the ground, women and children among them. Her eyes
were full of fear. The drops of people's blood started dripping
from her body. She felt pain in her eyes. Why? Why all this
happened? The fear clutched her heart. "Get up! Get up!" she
cried Tears filled her eyes.

"Di-el!" she heard someone's voice.

Daniel turned back. The woman was standing behind her.
She came up to the girl quickly and smiled to her. The woman
was wearing a summer dress matching her honey eyes and blond
hair. She looked at Daniel with affection.

"Who are you?" asked Daniel.

The woman made a step forward. Daniel scared and
sprang back.

"Di-el! I'm glad that you came to me. The woman sighed
with relief and hugged Daniel. The girl instantly felt pleasant
warmth of her hands and felt quiet.

Daniel could not understand what happened. Why the
warmth of this woman's hands affected her so much and the
feeling of fear changed by the feeling of deep sorrow.

Daniel lowered her head, "Who are you?" she whispered
quietly.
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"I'm the prophetess of Light." replied the woman.

"The prophetess?"

"Do you know why you are here?" Asked the woman and
touched Daniel's black hair.

"No," answered she and started crying, "But... but [ want
home."

"I know, honey. You will be able to get back home just
after you'll finish the mission for the sake of which you're here."

"What mission?" Daniel asked wiping the tears.

Suddenly everything lit up with the bright light, then the
light disappeared and the dark night covered the place. Darkness
that spread around was frightening. The woman vanished and
Daniel stood on her own in darkness. She felt lost, alone in the
whole world. Dead bodies she had recently seen in the street
floated before her eyes. Daniel could not realize why she felt such
affection to them. The mirror grew before her eyes and she saw
her scared face and full of tears eyes. Daniel decided that it was
time for her to die.

"Don't be afraid!" She again heard the woman's voice.
Daniel could not find out where it came from. But when she
looked into the mirror again, she saw her new acquaintance in it.
The woman stretched her hands toward Daniel. "Everything will
be alright! I trust you" she said and smiled gently.

Fear changed by curiosity, "You trust me? Why?"

"You'll see it very soon!" the woman replied, "I
promise... but, firstly, you have to overcome lots of obstacles and
believe in something you didn't believe before. I know it's not
easy, but I believe in you."

Daniel laid her hand on the mirror as if trying to touch the
prophetess' hand. She was completely puzzled, but, in spite of all
this, the woman's words calmed her down.

"Which obstacles?" she wondered.

"First of all, stop them! And then... then you'll have to
free the Black Dragon. Only with his help you'll be able to bring
this senseless war to an end."
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"Them? Who are they? And what dragon are you talking
about?"

"Time must come...and you'll see it yourself."

From the woman's words Daniel realized just one thing:
she got into trouble which no one could prevent. What does that
all mean? Which black dragon had she to free? Who were those
people she had to stop? The intense light lit the mirror. The
woman's image vanished from Daniel's eyes in a moment, as
though it had never been there before.

All of a sudden the bright light tured into crimson, like
blood, and an ugly horrible shade appeared before Daniel's eyes.
The girl heard the yell of the Death. Just this way she could
describe the death. Then she heard someone's voice again, Daniel
rapidly turned her head in hope to see the prophetess, but her eyes
widened with horror: a bony hand squeezed her shoulder and the
blood sprang out of this hand.

Daniel screamed, her scream echoed all around the room.
Her eyes opened and she woke up.

Daniel felt a severe headache, her heart was beating fast.
She sat down in the bed.

With bewilderment, she found out that this was not at all
her bedroom. The room was vast and modestly furnished; an
ancient modeling was on the ceiling. To the left of the door there
was a large window. The furniture of this half empty room was
very beautiful and unusual. On the wall there was a huge mirror
with symbolic adornment on its frame. The desk and the chair
stood next to another wall, the wardrobe and the small table the
same as the bedside table were also decorated with the similar
strange ornament. Daniel finally noticed that her hands and feet
were bandaged; she felt pain in her muscles.

Zack entered the room. He tried to conceal his anxiety and
his face still remained impenetrable.

"How are you? You were crying. Hit or dreamed
something?"
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"Where am [?" last time Daniel frequently asked this
question.

Zack tried to look indifferent.

"In my room in the Palace," replied he.

"How did I get here? Don't tell that you brought me in
your arms!" crossly cried out Daniel.

"Can you walk? If yes, let's go with me. I have to explain
you something on our way to the Kingdom's Council." he said
and gave her his hand.

"What council? You're all so odd here! At first this dream,
then you... what does this all mean? I'm totally confused..."

"What kind of dream? You saw the dream?" interrupted
her Zack.

"He took her hand and pulled her slightly to himself.
Daniel got up and faces were close to each other now. Daniel
flushed.

"I... I don't remember well... There was a woman.

"You saw the woman, yeah?"

"Yeah," Daniel nodded, "And she told that I must find the
Black Dragon."

"Clear!" Zack smiled joyfully, "And that's why the Black
Pearl brought you here."

"Y eah, something like this...and she told that I must stop
the war and some people..." remembered Daniel.

When Zack heard this, his face bleached.

Daniel glanced at Zack. She could not understand why he
got so scared, but saw that there was something wrong.

"What's wrong, Zack?"

"Lord Zack for you...I can't catch it, it means that you're
not just the keeper of light but also the Devil's messenger. How
could it be possible? How can two these forces be kept in the
heart of one girl?"

"Zack! What nonsense are you talking about?"
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Zack took Daniel's hand. "You saw the prophetess of
Algenda in your dream. She comes into the dreams and foretells
the future through them.

"Yeah... right! She told me something like this."

Daniel again looked into Zack's eyes and noticed the
spark of hope in them.

"Let's go!" Zack took her hand and led her out of the
room.

"Where're we going?" asked Daniel trying to catch up
with him along the Palace's corridors.

Zack was running ahead holding her hand and she was
running behind stumbling all the time. His face was beaming with
enthusiasm. Daniel decided that the guy got crazy. She had no
doubt that she occurred in this strange and obscure world by
mistake.

Daniel peered inside the enormous corridor with fear. At
the end of it she saw the door. Zack was rushing towards it, and
she was afraid that in a few seconds they'll bump into it. But Zack
directed his hand toward the door, whispered some words and it
widely opened before them.

"How did you do this?" wondered Daniel.

"Ah! Everyone can do this here." he replied indifferently.

"Even me?" Daniel looked into his eyes hoping to get a
positive answer.

"No!" answered Zack seriously and noticed that she was
disappointed. Zack knew that Daniel had no idea what power she
possessed,

"Do you remember what happened to you before?"

- "A little, there was a strong wind and constant strokes and
then complete gloom."

"Do you understand what you saw?'

"Yeah, but how the wind could do such thing with me?"

Zack took her hand again and ran ahead. They ran till
Daniel noticed another door even more massive than the first one.
Zack repeated his gesture and this door easily opened although, it
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was much heavier. At last they ran out of the Palace. Daniel didn't
believe her eyes. A huge palace was behind, in front of her there
was the path on both sides of which the green meadow scattered.
It seemed endless. She saw the wood on the horizon. The children
were playing in the meadow. Daniel saw their cheerful faces and
smiled. The feeling of joyfulness filled her heart. Then she
noticed the boy on the swings. Some children swayed him.

He had an unusual grayish skin color, serene like ice and
sad eyes and spiky ears. He was poorly dressed. The boy lowered
his head and sadly observed his footless feet. Daniel noticed his
sharpened ears and colorless long hair. He differed from other
children and looked like an alien.

"Stop!" cried out Daniel. "Zack! Stop, please!"

Zack stopped.
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Zack looked at the boy.

"He's Cloud, Cristella's son," he explained.

"Her son? And... where's Cristella?"

Zack shrugged his shoulders.

Daniel lowered her head and looked at her soiled pajamas:
the shorts and the t-short. She moved towards the boy. Zack went
behind her. "How could she notice that Cloud i1s sad?" he
thought.

Cloud felt lonely, but there was not anyone who wanted to
listen to him carefully or talk to him.

"Hi!" said Daniel friendly. "I'm Daniel. And you're Cloud,
Cristella's son, right?"

Cloud did not answer just glanced at Daniel. His eyes
were cheerless, there was a shade of green in them.

"Glad to meet you." smiled Daniel.

32



Zack and the elf looked at her with surprise. "/t's not the
time to make acquaintances. And when did she become so
friendly?" thought Zack and told, "We should hurry up!"

"Well, Cloud, tell me please, are you waiting for anyone?"

Cloud again looked at Daniel. His eyes suddenly became
bright blue, now they were shining joyfully. He shook Daniel's
hand.

"I'm waiting for Ray," heard Daniel a gentle voice.

Zack sighed. He was nervous. He thought about his elder
brother Jack who intended to destroy everything on his way
searching the Black Dragon. That's why Daniel saw the
prophetess in her dream. She came to warn her about the danger.
"We must hurry!" he thought.

"Who's that, Ray?" Daniel's voice broke his
contemplations.

"Ray is my friend. He's younger than me," explained
Cloud.

"And he is one of the most influential counselors in the
kingdom." finished Zack.

Cloud smiled for the first time, "Is it really SHE?" he
asked.

"May be, may be not!"

Daniel did not grasp the meaning of Zack's answer.
However, Cloud did. He smiled again.

"Cloud!" they heard the voice. Daniel saw the boy with
dark hair and brown eyes in a long gown and a huge green hat on
his head. He was short and the green gown covered him from
head to feet. Thanks to his enormous hat he looked a little bit
taller. The gown was festooned with golden ornament
symbolizing the king's power. From the first sight it was seen that
this was not just a boy but a VIP.

"Ray!" smiled Cloud.

"Is he Ray?" asked Daniel.

"Exactly, dear mortal!" answered Ray.

Daniel lost her temper. "Why do all of you call me so? |
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have the name — Daniel!"

"This doesn't matter now. They're waiting for you, and
you must hurry." Ray's eyes were very serious.

"Who's waiting for me?" surprised Daniel, "What are you
talking about?"

"Zack, didn't you tell her?" asked Ray.

"What didn't he tell me about?" wondered Daniel.

"I wanted to tell her on our way to the Temple, but she
decided to stop here," replied Zack excusing himself.

"It's time to take responsibility for the rest." reproached
him Ray, "You must hurry up to the Temple, Zack. Mother has
arrived. She's in our Kingdom now.

"What's going on here? Can you explain me? Which
'mother' has come? Whose mom 1is she?"

"If Mother has already come, we must hurry." agreed
Zack. He again took Daniel's hand and they ran away.

The distance was not too long but Daniel thought that they
had been running ages. "Why couldn't Zack explain me
everything? Who was that "mother?" They approached the
Temple. Daniel found it very big and magnificent. Zack put her
hands in his.

"Everything depends on you now."

"On me..? What depends on me?" Daniel got more and
more puzzled. "What's going on here?" she thought.

"While I'm the prince I can't break in. If anything happens
to you, I won't be able to help," said Zack with anxiety, "But I
trust you. I believe that you'll succeed.

Daniel flushed. Till this moment guys didn't talk to her
this way. And least of all she expected to hear such words from
Zack. Suddenly Daniel realized that he trusted her with all his
heart.

"I don't know why I'm here, but feel it's not occasionally.
Yes, I'm sure."

Daniel's face was very serious now. She came up to the
Temple's door and opened it widely.
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It was dark indoors. Zack stayed outside waiting for her.
But someone shut the door behind her; she didn't see anyone in
the darkness.

"Di-el!" she heard a tender lady's voice.

All of a sudden, the bright color dazzied her eyes. She
was standing in the middle of a tremendous hall. Ancient domes
were festooned with ornament. Huge portraits decorated the
walls. Bright crystal chandeliers hanged from the ceiling and lit
the place. A long table with five expensively draped chairs stood
in the middle. The figures in green gowns were standing around
the table. Their heads were covered with hoods so that their faces
weren't seen.

A young tall beauty with blond hair appeared before
Daniel's eyes. She looked like a top-model from a style magazine.
Daniel at once noticed her sharpened ears and blue serene like ice
eyes. She was an elf like Cloud and Cristella.

"Hi elf," Daniel came up to her and felt the fragrant smell
of roses.

The blond bowed, "Do you know why you are here?" she
asked.

"To tell the truth, I've no idea. I'm completely mixed up,
I'm not sure if [ should be here. Who are you?"

"I'm Mother. Have you heard anything about me?"

"NO."

"I see. All of them are the counselors of the Kingdom of
Algenda, two representatives from each of its principalities and
the Main Counselor possessing the Supreme Power."

"But... why ...me? Why should this concern me? What
am I doing here?"

"It is told that only the Black Pearl keeper possesses the
power capable to free the Black Dragon which is very important
to us. We believe that the Black Pearl keeper is alive but we
didn't find him in our world and that's why we transmitted the
Black Pearl to your world together with Professor Christopher.
And, the Black Pearl seems to have chosen you."
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"But... 1 think... I thought... but how Professor
Chrnistopher had got here?" suspiciously asked Daniel.

"With the help of the mirror; he told us that the Moon
Eclipse affected sensitivity of the mirror so that it was able to
launch him here." explained Mother.

"Well, but how can I come back from here?

It 1s told, this would be possible just when your world
calls you again.

Daniel pondered then asked, "What should I do?"

"When the Queen Christine ruled the Kingdom the Black
Pearl was the means of keeping balance and peace in the entire
Algenda. The Black Pearl keeper, that is you, Daniel, must find
the way to free the Black Dragon without injuring the Black Pearl
before the prince of Demons catches you and brings devastation
and victims to our world, that is to say, till the end of the world
comes and the darkness conquers the country." Mother paused as
if she imagined the end of the world, then she continued, "The
Black Dragon had been hidden by the forefathers - the founders
of the King's Power. Algenda's warriors could find nothing but
blood and destruction. Year after year we looked for "the keeper".
And now the Black Pearl itself brought you here."

"Wait a moment! You want to say that it's me who must
save the whole Kingdom of Algenda?" smiled Daniel ironically.

"Yes!" replied Mother earnestly.

Daniel started trembling with fear and horror. "Was it
possible? She could hardly cope with her younger brother and
sister. Only yesterday she delved in Uncle Henry's stuff. And ...
that was the penalty, wasn't that? It was she who had to save this
world from the prince of Demons striving to destroy the entire
Kingdom!"

"It's impossible!" Daniel rebounded, "The role of the
rescuer is not for me. This role suits more to someone who..."

"You underestimate yourself, girl!" Daniel heard the old
lady's voice. That was Marian Li.

Daniel sprang back. Just yesterday she was with her
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family and thought that she was lonely, but now they declare that
she's a world rescuer or a sort of this.

"I'm very sorry, but I can't help you." there was fear in her
eyes.

"I say, Di-el! The Power of Darkness has been searching
the Black Dragon for almost fifteen years. They have ruined
everything on their way but haven't found it. If you manage doing
that before them, you'll not just return home, you'll save our
world either. I promise that nothing will happen to you. What you
have to do is just find the dragon. That's it." the old priestess
spoke slowly as though she herself did not believe her words.

"Don't say something if you're not sure in what you're
saying, Marian!" argued Mother and glanced at the priestess
strictly. "Di-el, I don't know exactly how it happened but you saw
the prophetess in your dream. Didn't you?"

"Yes," Daniel agreed.

The prophetess knows all about the entire Algenda: both
the Light and the Darkness. And those who see the prophet in
their dreams have to die. You, probably, won't come back home,
you'll die after you save the dragon. I'm very sorry but I must tell
you this."

Daniel could not believe her words. That could not be
true. She was so young to die. She could not grasp the meaning of
what Mother just told, nevertheless, she realized that she had no
choice. She must die and no one can help her.

After a long pause she asked, "Can you explain me this
prophesy?"

The prophesy tells that the Black Pearl will carry the
warrior from different world and he will bring freedom to this
world. Di-el! You didn't come by chance. You and only you can
free us from this senseless war of brothers." answered Mother.

"I'm a liberator! How can it be?" she looked at her hands,
"Do you consider it possible? How can you be sure?"

"Oh, it's so simple! The sign must be on the keeper's back
— the couple of wings."
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"What kind of sign? What you talking about?"

"Haven't you seen before?"

Daniel negatively shook her head.

"Well, I'll show you."

Mother stretched her hand and whispered several
unknown words. In a moment the mirror appeared in front of
Daniel. She saw bandages on her hands and head and began
pulling them off as she didn't need them any more.

"It's me," Daniel shrugged her shoulders, "nothing has
changed." She continued looking into the mirror. The same
forelock slightly covering her eyebrows but the strange light was
streaming from her shoulder.

"What's this?" Daniel turned her head to watch her back
better. Something black was shining through the t-shirt. Daniel
lifted the t-shirt and saw a black sign resembling the couple of
wings, between them was a strange ornament.

"What's this, tattoo?"

She wanted to ask something else, but heard the sound of
explosion outside the Temple followed by frightening roaring.

"What's this?" Daniel saw that Mother was also
frightened. She looked around. All the counselors except one
disappeared. She felt that he peered at her and came to
conclusion that he was the main ruler of this kingdom. Daniel
shivered with fear.

"Mother, what's happened? It was an explosion!" She
tried to see the face of the main ruler but it was hidden behind the
hood.

Daniel heard the shooting. Her heart was beating heavily,
she gasped, and scared. The main ruler noticed this and came up
to her. He took her hand. "Be brave, the Pearl keeper!" he told.
His voice seemed familiar to her. "I'll protect you."

Daniel decided that he was an old man.

"Who are you?" she wondered.

"Y ou can call me 'the guide" he answered uncertainly.

It was clear that he didn't want to call his name.
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"The guide? It's strange. And why don't you want to show
your face? Are you so shy?"

No, the keeper, I'm not shy, but it would be better if you
don't see my face.

"Why? [ won't be afraid. Do you think that I'll chuckle at
you?"

"No, I don't think so, on the contrary, you find me rather
cute."

"I wonder, how you know what I think?" her curiosity
again won the fear.

"But if you insist I'll open my face."

The guide tilted the hood. Daniel didn't believe her eyes.
He wasn't an old man but the guy, and she knew his name. He
was Zack.

"Zack?!" she exclaimed. "So, you're the guide but neither
prince nor king!"

Zack smiled. "I'm the prince and I'm also the Head of the
Council."

"Lord Zack!" Mother interrupted him, "Take her away!"
Mother knew who stood behind these constant explosions. They
became louder and louder.

"It's him!?" asked Zack anxiously.

"Who's that?" Daniel asked with fear. "What do they all
want from me? They want me to defend the whole kingdom, find
them the dragon and... I must die." thought she with horror.

An awful explosion was heard behind the door. The door
split out of the stitches and fell upon Daniel, hit her and threw
behind. Zack rushed to her.

"Are you OK?"

"You call this OK? People are not like people here and the
doors hit people!" replied she crossly.

"It's not the time to complain!" parried Zack.

"You want to say that I complain..."
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"Where's SHE?" asked someone in a low voice. A
handsome young man entered the hall.

"He's my brother." said Zack angrily.

Daniel was shocked. If he's Zack's brother why does he
attack the Kingdom?

(gﬁaﬁlm S

"Is he your brother?" asked Daniel.

"Yes, he's my elder brother Jack. He rules the land of red
dragon and he's the prince of Darkness. Our eldest brother Wan
rules the land of blue dragon and he is the prince of Excalibur.

"Excalibur, Darkness, dragons! Where are all those
lands?"

"In Algenda. There are three principalities here: Excalibur
— we're in it now, Darkness — the land of my brother Jack, and
Setiria — the land of elves and magical creatures."

"Brothers are enemies. Why? Do they lack anything in
this fantastic Kingdom? And why such a handsome and cool guy
as Jack is so bad?" wondered Daniel.

"What do you need here?" questioned Mother and
prepared to attack.

"Wanna meet your Black Pearl keeper." sarcastically
answered Jack and added

"Don’t you know that I like studying my victims before
they die? You'll die, babe!"

Daniel wanted to answer but Zack caught her hand and
pulled to the back door.

Jack roared with laughter. His terrible laughter at his
scared younger brother and Daniel echoed over the hall. Then it
turned to the rumble announcing the beginning of the fight. He
stretched out his hands towards them, "You'll not escape from
me! "
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The gloomy blaze flared. It was directed to Daniel. Jack
tried to scare her.

"Daniel!" screamed Zack as they got to the back door. She
was terrified but surprised when Zack caught her up and stretched
out the hand. The bright light started flowing from his palm. Zack
stepped forward and they rose up for a few seconds so as the dark
light was unable to hit Daniel.

"How can you do such things?" she whispered with fear
and amazement.

"Zack kept watching his brother. The latter grinned
although he didn't succeed.

"Jack you're not allowed to come here!" Mother broke in.
Her hands were also stretched out and the light as beautiful as the
stars' sparkle radiated from her palms. She was ready to attack.

"Get back home!" she added.

Zack 'landed' still holding Daniel tightly. He looked at
Mother. It was clear that the battle was going to begin.

"Zack" whispered Daniel, "Free me!"

"I can't! Not now! He will kill you." Something changed
in him. Now he was not as haughty as he was earlier. He was not
that Zack to whom everyone had to bow just because he might
become the king. Now he was a hero ready to win his elder
brother and defend Daniel still unable to fight and win.

"I'm here by mistake, let me go, Zack!"

Zack and Mother exchanged glances and he rushed to the
back door. Daniel nestled to him. Everything that happened to her
seemed imaginary anyhow, she felt a real threat to her life.

Zack ran to the back door and constantly turned back. At
last they left the Temple where Mother and Jack remained.

Daniel again started screaming, "Wait, Zack! Free me!
Please!" But Zack pretended not to hear her and ran far away
from the Temple. They again reached the meadow where children
had recently played. Now it was empty.

Daniel struggled trying to free, "Zack! Don't you hear me?
Let me go!"
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But Zack kept running. He crossed the ditch separating
the city from the field. Suddenly he yelled as if from the blow
into his back. Zack fell down on the ground and was hit by the
tree. Daniel also fell down. Someone threw the dart with sharp
point, and it stabbed his back. It was the warrior from the prince's
Black Guard.

"Zack!" Daniel crawled closer. She was scared now
thousand times more than before.

"I say... listen... you must escape." whispered Zack
breathing heavily, "If you fail ... I mean... if you don't hide... all
my attempts to save you will be useless. He almost fainted,
everything blurred before his eyes.

"And you... what will you do? They're coming here!"

"Don't think about me... Daniel... run from here... run...
till it's not too late. They're coming closer."

"I can't leave you here alone." she whispered and added,
"I have to pull out the dart."

Zack was surprised. "Does she worry about him, or is she
afraid to stay alone? In any case, now she wishes to help and not
to get away."

"Yes, pull it out!" he agreed.

"It must hurt."

"Thanks, that you reminded me."

"Sorry!" Daniel grasped the dart firmly and made a deep
breath.

"Are you ready?" She pulled out the dart. Zack screamed;
the blood dripped from his back. Daniel took the dart and threw it
into the ditch. Jack's troops were approaching. They were at the
opposite side of the ditch. They were coming closer and closer.
Zack tried to stand up but the pain got sharper and he failed.

"Well... Zack... please... Don't give up!" she repeated
with hope, "We'll manage to escape together!"

"You'd better... leave me alone...here. I'll deal with this
... promise...you." He squeezed the branch of the tree with his

healthy hand.
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"What will happen to you?"

Zack turned back. The bright light was flowing from the
Temple.

Mother must fight with Jack there. Zack knew that he had
to protect the Black Pearl keeper. He was bom for the sake of it.

"Run away! Quickly!" He ordered breathing heavily.

"Not at any price!" she told confidently.

She put Zack's healthy hand on her shoulder and drew him
along the wood. Zack walked slowly to say nothing about
running. He knew that they would soon be caught. He tried to
protect Daniel from shooting. "We must separate, we must
confuse them. Don't you understand?"

"I don't think it's a good idea.”" She replied anxiously.

Daniel didn't want to separate. Of course, she was afraid
to stay alone, and she could not leave Zack either. She needed
him.

"No! I don't want!"

"Don't be naughty! You behave like a small girl. Hide
away... till it's not too late!"

"No! I don't want to hide away!" she told firmly and
bravely.

Zack was perplexed. Just a few minutes ago she was a
yellow belly, she was afraid of everything.

"Mother told that 1 must die. | have nothing to lose. So,
it's worth trying to save them." thought Daniel and smiled back to
Zack.

"Didn't you tell that you trust me? Do you really believe
that [ possess the power you all talk about?"

Zack nodded positively.

"OK! If so, I must win!" declared Daniel and shut her
eyes.

The troops chasing them were approaching. The warriors
resembled huge black cloud, heavy swords in their hands. At the
sight of this impended gloomy cloud the birds flew away from
the trees.
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"Will she be able to succeed?"” doubted Zack, "I don't
know. But I trust her. I must believe in her." He looked straight
into Daniel's eyes and touched her cheek gently. She felt the
warmth of his hand. By this warm and tender touch Zack
delivered his power to her and she felt this. They glanced at each
other with understanding and smiled.

"Are you ready?" asked Zack. Daniel nodded. Invisible
thread joined them. Zack took her hand.

Armed warriors ready to eliminate the prince and the
Pearl keeper were ten meters far from them. A high price was
promised for Zack's and Daniel's heads. The warriors were
obligated to win by all means.

They both shut their eyes and began to pray. How two of
them could defeat gigantic army!? Their chances were equal to
zero. But all of a sudden a miracle happened. Daniel felt the
warmth flowing along her back; each second the back got hotter
and hotter. She remembered the sign she had seen in the Temple
in her reflection in the mirror. "Be my rescuer!" she prayed "Let
Zack and me escape far away from this place now". Daniel shut
her eyes as if she tried to penetrate inside her soul which seemed
to be the source of this sign. And suddenly she saw that two
imaginary wings grew above her back.

Abruptly, the bright light sparkled and lit both of them.
Her soiled clothes disappeared and she got enclosed with
radiance.

Zack stared at her with amazement.

"How could she release her power in such a short period
of time?" he wondered.

"This is the power of the keeper!" told one of the warriors
in a trembling voice. He understood why this light dazzled his
eyes so strongly. "Here's She! Appeared at last, after so many
years..."

Zack embraced her and stepped forward protecting her
body. Daniel's blue eyes were sparkling like crystals as if the
glow of pure and serene river named "Hope" reflected in them.
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Zack knew that if she continued so she might lose her
power. "Enough! Enough!" he tried to stop her.

"The lake!" she pronounced, "The Great Lake of
Algenda!"

Daniel lowered her head upon Zack's shoulder. She spent
a lot of energy. Zack concentrated and... they took off and
escaped behind the horizon, just left a strip of pure light.

After the battle in the state of Excalibur prince Jack
returned to the state of Darkness. His 'useless' troops came back
either. He was sitting on the black throne. His golden hair fell
upon his shoulders; dark-green eyes were shining fiercely. Two
groups of warriors surrounded him. The first was the group of
humanoid creatures with as black as a coal skin, red pupils, and
extremely long hands with the beasts' clutches. They were called
orks. The second group consisted of people — the prince's
troopers. Jack considered them useless as they had never
succeeded in any battles, even before his rule.

"Idiots! How could it happen that two children managed
to run away from you?!" shouted Jack.

"Oh, no, Your Highness! The girl used her hidden power"
tried to explain one of them.

Prince fiercely peered at him. Green flame broke away
from his eyes and instantly knocked the warrior down.

Jack was the most brutal and cruel of all the rulers. He
hated excuses.

"Well, guys! If anyone else opens his mouth without my
permission, the same will happen to him." he grinned
complacently.

"Yes, Sir!" exclaimed the troops' commander.

"Bring Kira here!" Jack ordered and added furiously, "I
wanna have a deal with her."
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Scared troopers were silent. They knew, they had to obey
the prince's commands and were afraid of their master. In a few
minutes the guard came back. The woman dressed in a black
gown followed him.

Jack's lips curved in cynical grin. He wondered what was
behind her gown; he might be naked as usual. He loved her body.

"I'm at your service, Your Highness!" she told and bowed
to him.

Jack was sure now that his silly younger brother would
be caught and killed. The cold grin froze on his lips.

"I'm worried about my brother, Zack. I miss him so much!
Y ou understand me, don't you?"

"How would you like me to bring him, Your Highness?
Wholly or chopped?" asked Kira with the same cold grin.

"I prefer to get him chopped. However, I'd like to see him
before he dies. And...I don't want you to work too hard."

"Very well, Your Highness!" Kira bowed to him again
and quickly stepped towards the exit.

"And... Kira!" he shouted, Kira turned back, "Don't forget
about the girl. Bring the girl here too!" the prince grinned cruelly.

"Separate them, tell that nothing will happen to them, and
trap them here!"

"The girl, Your Highness?" inquired Kira.

"Go! Perform the order!"

Kira disappeared. Jack was satisfied.

Daniel was trembling. She saw Manhattan again. Was she
again dreaming? She saw her family, her home. They were far
away now. Her heart was breaking. She felt so lonely and
abandoned. No one could help her.

"Do you really think so?" she heard someone's voice.
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This was the prophetess. She again came to her dream.
She, probably, wanted to warn her that the death was coming.

"Yes. | think so. My parents will enjoy their rest on
Hawaii, my brother and sister will have a good time at Uncle
Henry's home, and the war between brothers will end in
Algenda." answered her Daniel crying away.

The prophetess smiled kindly. She came up to Daniel.

"I see. You gave up, just ready to die. I'm sure that you'll
do a lot before you die." She paused then added, and I'm sure
there's someone who wants to help you.

"Sure! And who's that, Elijah the prophet?" thought
Daniel wiping her tears. She didn't believe in miracle, she
prepared to die!

"Exactly... the prophet!" smiled the prophetess in
response to her thoughts.

"It's so funny, isn't it? Isn't it good to tell the others that
they will die soon and to live eternally?" Daniel suffocated with
sobs.

You think that I live ages. But the truth is that I exist just
in your dreams. The god gave me this gift. [ always come to your
sleeps. But can you compare it with true earthy life?"

Daniel was astonished. She had never heard anything
like this earlier. "Why can't she ever step the real world? Why
did the God give her such penalty? Why can't she be like others?"

"I don't know!" Responded she to Daniel's thoughts
again, "The God gave me more than I asked him."

Daniel smiled sadly. She got up from the cold ground,
came up to the prophetess and sat down on the stone beside her.
Now she knew that the prophetess came to her dream to calm her
down. "Thanks that you're here with me." said Daniel and leaned
the head against her shoulder.

"Not at all! Someone is waiting for you. He believes in
you and worries about you." the prophetess got up, "It's time to
wake up." she said and patted Daniel's hair.

Daniel nodded and her eyes closed.
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Sunbeams woke Daniel up. Her forehead sweated slightly.
She felt strange anxiety. Daniel found out that she was sitting on
a green grass of the Great Lake of Algenda.

"Where's Zack?" she whispered and got up. She looked
around. There was a low heal in front of her. It was strange. For
the second time she was near the Great lake of Algenda, but this
place wasn't familiar to her.

She did not find Zack. Daniel hoped that everything was
okay with him. She recalled that terrible wind that caught her
away, and how Zack embraced her and smiled. Suddenly she
heard the crackle of the brunch. Daniel turned around, "Zack!"

This wasn't Zack. Ugly humanoid monsters moved toward
her. They had long noses and huge ears. Daniel startled and
caught her breath.

"What can it be?" she marveled. She was frightened.
They seemed to notice her and started approaching. Daniel shut
her eyes and began to pray.

"I want to run away from this place as soon as possible."
Instantly, her legs ran somewhere with an unusual speed. Daniel
rapidly climbed the mound and saw the village road. Her legs
carried her along this road.

"Where am [ running?" she wondered. The monsters
chased her. She turned back, the monsters were getting close. She
looked ahead and saw that the road leaded to the village. From
both sides of the road there was a green wood. The staircase
leading to the village was straight ahead. Daniel stopped for a
while. The young man with black curly short hair and as black as
a coal eyes was walking down the stairs. He was dressed in
shabby clothes. Young man was surprised to see a girl in a
strange for his eyes costume, her scratched knees and footless
legs. Daniel stopped for a few seconds doubting in what direction
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to run. The man went downstairs and watched her anxiously. She
had to decide immediately, the monsters were close to her. Daniel
decided to run into the wood. She slipped up, then got up and ran
fast. She ran and stumbled, the stranger continued watching her
with fear. He saw two monsters chasing her faster than the rest,
he saw their full of blood eyes.

"Trolls!" he thought, "This girl must be invited to them
for dinner today."

He rapidly jumped downstairs, stopped for a second,
preparing the rescuing operation. Daniel was running fast and
hiding behind the trees, trolls were chasing her they were getting
tired but were obligated to catch her.

Daniel's feet were bleeding. She noticed a big tree, ran to
it and hid behind. The trolls didn't notice her. It was an unusual
tree. Daniel felt its force as if it was not a tree but a man. Daniel
was hiding behind the tree she caught her breath and prayed that
the monsters could not find her.

Trolls were approaching. Daniel's heart was beating, but
fortunately, they ran by the tree and continued looping ahead.
They were furious and ready to demolish the entire wood on their
way. "Don't come back, please!" she prayed. However the trolls
turned back. Now they were moving towards the tree she was
hiding behind. Scared girl squeezed the pearl and whispered,
"Help me, help me! Please!" The trolls noticed Daniel and moved
closer, but, at this very moment, the pale light started flowing
from the pearl. It became brighter and brighter till it sparkled like
a sunshine. Daniel saw the monsters squirming with pain. Two of
them, who got under the straight light beams, fell on the ground
with awful screams and turned into stones. Daniel was shocked.
She could not understand who turned them into stones. Was it she
or was it the black pearl?

"Thank you!" she told to the pearl and ran away from the
forest in the direction of the village. The stranger found her, he
took her hand and they both kept running towards the village.
Outraged trolls ran after them. At first she thought that the

49



stranger was also going to kidnap her. She was holding his hand
and could not help wondering. The man led her to the village. He
was a little bit taller than she. Looking at his plain clothing
Daniel decided that he was one of the farmers. When they
reached the village they saw, how the trolls turned back and
looped away.

"Why have they turned back?" asked Daniel.

The man smiled and answered in a low voice, "the trolls
are not allowed entering inside the places where people live."

"The trolls...?" Daniel kept running. She was afraid that
the trolls would change their minds and chase her again.

The stranger was also worried. He didn't know where to
take her. Soon, he turned into one of the village streets and they
entered into a small wooden house.

"Don't worry!" he said. They won't find us here."

Daniel looked around. The house was small but cozy; it
consisted of the bedroom and one more room — simultaneously
the kitchen, the living room and the study. Daniel glanced at the
stranger again. He took her hand and led to the chair.

"How long did you run?" he asked studying her injured
knees.

Daniel didn't answer she looked too tired.

"My name's Ethan" he said, then fetched the glass from
the cupboard and filled it with water.

Daniel didn't answer.

"l see, you're not too chatty!" he remarked and gave her a
glass of water, "what's your name?"

Daniel kept silence intriguing him more and more.

"You were injured so much", said Ethan and put the
ointment to her bleeding knees and feet.

"Daniel!" she told out of the blue.

"What?"

"My name's Daniel."

"A beautiful name..."

"You can call me Di-el."
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Ethan smiled again, "OK, Di-el, how did you get here?"

Daniel looked at him with sadness and thought about
Zack. She was about to cry.

"What's happened?" wondered Ethan.

"I was together with the prince, but I don't know where he
1S now.

"What prince? I might help you to find him.

At this very moment the wooden door squeaked and the
guy entered the room. Daniel turned her head, "Zack!?"

She forgot about her pain, jumped from the chair and
rushed to him.

"Daniel?"

She embraced him, tears filled her eyes.

"Tell me please, what's happened to you? Are you okay?"
asked Zack nervously.

"l worried about you, thought that something wrong had
happened."

"And I worried about you. Your sorcery worked but not
so well, and we occurred in different places."

"Really?" Daniel wiped her tears and smiled, she was very
glad to see Zack.

"Very lovely..." said Ethan unexpectedly.

"What...?" asked Daniel.

"Your smile, it's lovely and charming. So, you're the
keeper, aren’t you?" he guessed and bowed to her.

"Thanks that you saved me from trolls," she said and
thought, "he's handsome and graceful."

"My pleasure!" replied Ethan.

Zack watched this scene without enthusiasm. Then
someone called him, "Zack!"

"I'm here, Melissa," he cried.

A young woman entered the house. She hugged Zack.
"Where's Eva?" he asked.

"She's going here. By the way, your brother's coming
too."
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Daniel looked at the newcomer. She didn't like her. She
didn't like that Zack embraced her like a close friend. She didn't
know exactly what was wrong with this, why she got so upset.
She didn't know Zack very well, so, what did this unpleasant
feeling mean? It was nothing but jealousy.

"Zack!" she whispered and pouted.

At this moment a young man entered the room. His arm
was bandaged. He was the same age as Ethan and looked like
Zack.

"What's up?" asked Zack coming closer to his brother.
Daniel decided that Zack was embarrassed and didn't know what
to do. The man suddenly slapped him in the face and knocked
him down. Daniel helped Zack to get up.

"Why did you do that?" Daniel surprised.

"He must learn the lesson! How could you admit Jack
enter the Temple? Why did you run away?" cried the newcomer
furiously.

"Wan, my love, aren't you exaggerating? Why do you
behave so with your brother?" intruded Melissa.

But Wan didn't pay attention to her words. He looked at
his younger brother with hatred and didn't wish even listen to
him.

"My love!" imitated Daniel in her mind. She was shocked
viewing this scene, but she knew what to do. Daniel came up to
Wan.

"If so, slap me too!"

Wan grinned and asked in a low ironic voice, "Why
should I...7"

"Because it is my fault! Zack ran away because of me.
Mother told him doing this."

Zack flushed, "why did she say that? Why did she decide
to defend me?"

"Mother?" asked Melissa.

"Well, well!" Wan giggled.
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"What's so funny?" Daniel got furious, "I said anything
funny or did anything funny?"

Wan grinned, "OK! This babe defends you now! Once it
was Jack and now this saucebox?! If she doesn't shut her mouth,
I'll order to cut her tongue."

"No, no! It's only my fault!" Zack stood up for her. He
stepped forward in front of Daniel.

"What will you cut me?' she asked huskily, "well, try!
Then I'll cut you anything else!"

"What...?! She dares arguing with the prince!" Ethan
broke in.

"I like her fighting spirit." remarked Melissa.

"Wow! I forgot that he's the prince." Daniel was confused,
but still stepped aside and continued, "So what? It doesn't mean
that you must behave this way, even if you're a prince." She made
a fake bow.

Wan was a little bit surprised. No one talked to him this
way before. He bowed to Daniel. "Welcome to our Kingdom, the
Black Pearl keeper!"

"Wha-at? He knows who I am?" Daniel was puzzled,
"what does this all mean?"

Zack laughed. "Yes, I told everything to my brother. He
knew that you're the keeper, just wanted to test you."

"Test me? ...and the slap..?" she asked with suspicion, she
was insulted.

"It really hurt. But he did that on purpose."

Daniel glanced at two brothers with hatred. At this
moment she desired to choke both of them to death, including the
third who wanted to kill her. This damned family brought her
nothing but troubles.

"And you, did you also know about it?"

"No!" replied Ethan with fair.

"I see!"

Daniel came up to Zack with an innocent smile.
"Someone will pay for this spoof!"
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"It's me!?" said Zack, confused a little bit.

Daniel erupted with rage. With the same innocent smile
she approached Zack tumed around and loudly slapped him in his
face, and then she rushed out of the house. Zack rushed after her.
Melissa, Wan and Ethan were watching her prank with
amazement. But they remained in the house and began discussing
the plan of invading the Castle occupied by Jack — the prince of
Darkness.

Daniel ran along the village in the direction of the forest.
Zack caught her up and hugged her shoulders. Daniel was crying.

"Stop it", he pleaded.

"No! Till you apologize... "

Zack caught her hand, "I told you, stop crying!" he
hugged her tightly and their lips met.

Daniel caught her breath and closed her eyes.

"Lord Zack!" They heard someone's voice.

Zack turned back. Daniel flushed and turned her face.

"I'm sorry, excuse me." he said, "I didn't want to hurt
you.

"Excuse Me!" answered Daniel. They both smiled.

"Lord Zack!" they heard again.

Daniel slightly lowered her head. She imagined what
could have happened between her and Zack if this voice hadn't
interrupted them.

Chapter 7

"Lord Zack!"
"Criss! We're here!" cried Zack.
On the horizon Daniel noticed Cristella; Cloud and Ray

ran behind.
"Hi Cloud!" she waved him.
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"Lord Zack, you're okay! Thanks God!" sighed Cristella
with relief. She started examining Zack's wound. Thanks to the
curing water of the Lake it almost healed.

"You behave as if I'm a small boy. I'm adult and you're
not my babysitter." said Zack irritably.

"It's you, who behaves like a naughty boy, although,
you've grown up, you still remain a disobedient child." claimed
Ray.

"Is it you, who tells me this?" snapped Zack and frowned.

Daniel listened to them with amusement. When there was
nobody except her and Zack, he behaved differently. Now he
again hid into his shell and became reserved as he was during
their first meeting. "Why is he different when we're alone? He
behaves differently just with me or whenever he likes?" she
thought.

Daniel attentively watched Zack; he was serious. "He
smiled to me!" she thought.

"Di-el!" Cristella's alerted voice interrupted her thoughts,
"what's up with you?"

"Nothing... nothing special!"

Zack caught Daniel's glance and they fixed their eyes on
each other.

"Something, that we aren't aware of, had happened?"
suspiciously asked Cristella.

Zack lowered his eyes and changed the subject, "how are
the trolls? Did anyone manage to catch them?" he asked.

"Some of them were caught, those who turned into the
stone." Cristella kept up the conversation; anyway, her suspicions
didn't vanish, and this worried her. She knew that it was
prohibited to fall in love with the keeper — and Daniel was the
keeper. She also noticed that not only the prince but also her son
fixed his eyes on Daniel. She wished this wasn't a strong feeling.

"I'm glad that you're both safe and sound. But how did
you get here?" wondered Ray.
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Daniel recalled their escape from the Temple and her
fight with the trolls and lowered her head. Zack frowned. Wasn't
it strange that this time he again didn't save her, on the contrary,
she did? How could it happen, that he, the prince ruling the
Kingdom, was unable to defend the girl, and she rescued him for
the second time?

"She freed the keeper's power and saved me." He replied
and frowned.

"I didn't do anything special besides, Zack helped me to
free the power." Daniel smiled shyly.

"No, no! I didn't do anything." argued Zack.

"You helped me, Zack! Just thanks to you I understood
that I do possess this power. You gave me the chance to feel the
light. Thank you very much, Zack!"

The expression of Zack's face changed suddenly. He
could not catch her words. "Why does she say that? Does she
really think that I helped her?"” Why does she smile to him so
lovely? Why does he always melt when she looks at him? What
does this all mean?

"It's okay!" he replied shortly and they again smiled at
each other.

"Well, we must hurry up! I heard that orks are prowling
nearby. They're searching the prince and the keeper. You must
hide away or they'll catch you.

"Cristella's right!" confirmed Ray.

Cristella went towards the house of Ethan and they went
behind her. Cloud came up to Daniel, he was smiling.

"What's up, Cloud?" she asked.

"Nothing special; may I take your hand?" he asked shyly.

"Sure!"

All the way back Cloud was going beside Daniel, holding
her hand. Zack frowned.

"Of course, she doesn't want to give her hand to a coward
like me. I'm as fearful as all the mortals. I'm a coward who ran
away from his Kingdom and was afraid to fight in the battle."”
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"Cloud, how old are you?" asked Daniel.

"Cloud stopped in hesitation."

"Did I ask anything wrong?"

"No... I just...," began Cloud.

"Then, what's the matter?"

"I just...I'm..."

"He's five hundred!" impatient Ray broke in.

"Ray!" Cloud's eyes got red. He was ready to tear Ray to
pieces.

"What's wrong? I just answered her question and didn't
stumble like you."

"Five hundred years old! That's cool!" Daniel was
amused.

"Is that?" amazed Zack, Cloud and Ray.

Cristella was already near the house of Ethan. Soon they
all came in. There was a mess there, which was strange as not
long ago everything was in order.

"What's happened here?" anxiously asked Daniel, "Who
made 1t?"

"Jack!" replied Zack shivering with fear. The house
resembled a large dump: the table, dishes, some papers and
documents — all was thrown onto the floor.

"Is there anyone here?" asked Ray. He entered inside
trying to see any traces of human life.

"Prince Jack drew them into the land of Darkness, just to
have fun." suggested Cristella.

"Where's Ethan?" asked Ray worriedly and went to the
bedroom.

No one answered him. No one knew whether he was
alive.

"Lord Zack!" cried Ray from the bedroom.

Zack rushed there. A terrible scene opened before his
eyes. Daniel ran after him.

"What's happened?"
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Zack saw Ethan lying on the floor. He dashed to him and
took his pulse.

They all were silent.

"Is he dead?!" finally asked Ray.

"Zack didn't answer. He was unable to utter these words.
How could he tell them that his friend was dead? Zack wiped the
tear dripping down his cheek.

"Lord Zack!" Cristella repeated the question.

"Yes. He's dead."

Cloud and Ray lowered their heads. Zack tried to conceal
his feelings. "What does Jack need? He has everything. Soon he
will conquer the whole Algenda. What else? Does he lack
anything?

Zack was sitting on his hunkers beside Ethan. Sorrow was
in his eyes.

"Got Bless his Soul!" he said quietly.

Daniel gently stroked his hair. Zack raised the head and
looked into her eyes. He saw pity in them.

"Why does she look at me so? Enough!"

"Don't look at me so!" he cried and ran out of the room.

Cristella wiped her tears. She knew why Zack behaved
like this. "Don't do anything. Leave him alone!" ordered she.
Than sighed deeply and lifted the newspaper page thrown onto
the floor. She saw the photos of Daniel and Zack on the front
page. Their names were among the ads: "in search". Cristella
worriedly looked at Daniel.

"What else had happened?" she exclaimed. Cristella
showed her the newspaper. The page was badly creased and burnt
at the edges. Daniel looked at the photos. She was shocked.

"We're in search!?"

"We must warn Zack." Ray told.

"I'll find him." volunteered Cloud.

"No, I will!" argued Daniel. She ran out from the house.
Cloud was ready to run with her. He liked her, her smile cut him
down. He felt more comfortable when saw her smile.
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Daniel ran along the street. It was getting dark. The moon
was shining above her head. Suddenly, she heard the strokes;
they were the same as she had heard at Uncle Henry's house.
Then she heard the melody, she once had hecard. She could not
find Zack. They might catch him! Oh, no, here he was!

Zack was sitting on the stone bridge over the lake. Under
the bridge the Great Lake of Algenda was gleaming in the
moonlight. Daniel didn't want to bother Zack; still she came up to
him. Zack was playing the pipe. Daniel realized: that was the
melody she once had heard. He played and looked at the
transparent and luminous water of the lake. The sounds of music
were flowing above the quiet water. Now Daniel had no doubt:
she had heard this melody from the chest in Uncle Henry's house.
These were the sounds of a lullaby. Zack noticed Daniel and
stopped playing. Daniel came up closer. She was afraid that Zack
would get angry with her again, but she had to tell him about the
ad.

"I'm sorry! I shouldn't behave like this with you." he said.

"No! It's my fault! I came here and everything got worth."

"You're not guilty! These are our troubles that flopped on
you all together"

"Never mind, it doesn't matter now!"

"What? Has anything else happened? Tell me, please!"

"We're in search!" said Daniel and showed him an ad.

"I can't believe it! One hundred golden coins! How could
he fall s0?" Our price is one hundred golden coins! He's crazy!

"Why?"

"He's trying to take the power with the help of money and
threats. It's not human! What will we do?" asked Zack helplessly.
He cried loudly for the first time.

"He destroyed all! Everything! He forgot about us! He

forgot about his family! He gradually eliminates the whole
Algenda!"
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Daniel sat down closer to him. She wanted to stroke his
hair again but she didn't want to hurt Zack's feelings. She knew
why he had blown up in the house of Ethan: he thought that she
pitied him. But this wasn't pity. She wanted to support him and be
with him, share his hardships.

"I know that I can't stop your tears, but even if I could, I
wouldn't do this. Give the way to your feelings."

Zack looked into Daniel's sad eyes, put his head on her
shoulder and calmed down.

"Thank you!" he said. "Thank you that you're here with
me."

Daniel smiled. Their eyes and lips met. Zack longed to
kiss her; he could not restrain himself any more. He closed his
eyes. Daniel stopped smiling; she looked at him with excitement.
A terrible roar from the village broke the silence. Zack startled.

"Where is it from?" he asked with fear.

"I don't know." whispered Daniel.

Zack glanced at her tenderly. He wanted to kiss her and
failed for the second time. Maybe the fate prevented him because
it was forbidden.

"Sorry! I didn't want to frighten you."

"It's nothing!" Where were all that roar and yields from?
She could not understand.

They both were scared.

"Zack, something terrible had happened!"

"Don't you think that it comes from Ethan's house?"

Daniel was terrified. "Oh, no!" she rushed back to the
village.

"Daniel! Wait!" Zack ran after her.

"If they reached Ethan's house, Cristella, Cloud and Ray
would suffer.” thought he. They ran along the village. All the
windows in the village were dark. People might be scared and
switched off the light.

"Are they afraid and that's why switched off the light?"
asked Daniel.
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"I think so. They always do so when the danger is close."

They came up to the house and Daniel was ready to step
inside. Zack suddenly squeezed her hand and drew her back.

"What are you doing?" she surprised.

"There's someone inside," he whispered, "but he isn't our
friend."

This was the only house, where the light was on. Zack
firmly squeezed Daniel's hand and pulled her backwards. They
hid behind the house.

"What're you doing? It aches!" sad she crossly.

"Hush! It's not the time to complain!" He tried to find out
who was inside the house.

"Don't shut me up!" she muttered.

"Damn! They are already here!"

"Who are they?" Daniel looked at the house. Humanoid
monsters with red eyes and black as a coal skin went out. Their
hands with beastly claws were too long. They were not walking
but making huge leaps. They were orks.

Daniel was ready to scream, but Zack clutched her mouth
with his hand. "Don't scream! They'll kill us if catch!"

Daniel stared at orks, she trembled, "Zack's right, they
mustn't find us."

"Where are they? Shit!" growled one of the orks and
flapped his beastly hand.

"Sh!" whispered Zack. When orks disappeared he released
Daniel's hand.

"Sorry, I hurt you, but I just wished to protect you. Had
they caught me, you would have been in danger either."

"I see," told Daniel she was breathing heavily. Suddenly
the sorrowful picture of a destroyed city, she saw in her sleep,
stood up before her eyes.

"What was this? Who were they?"

"They are the guards of Prince Jack. They have always
served to the Devil."
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"We should fly away from here." Said Daniel and looked
around. No one was seen. The village seemed to be empty.

"A good idea!" replied Zack and led her to the Great Lake
of Algenda.

"Why did we come here?" asked Daniel.

"You've already answered this question, to fly away from
here. We'll do that now."

"But... I didn't mean this... how can we fly away now?"

"You have the wings. So, what's the problem?"

"You're laughing at me, aren't you?" Daniel started
trembling again, "if the wings are pictured on my back, it doesn't
mean that I really can fly."

"Come here!" Zack stretched out his hand.

Daniel lowered her eyes. She really had flown away once,
but now she wasn't sure that she'll be able to do it again.

A scarlet strip of light appeared in the east. It was dawn.
Their faces were glowing in the glimpses of red, orange and
golden light. Zack was so handsome: his green eyes were
sparkling and his golden hair looked like the forks of flame in the
sunrise beams.

The sun was rising and shining more and more brightly.

"Come here!" repeated Zack.

"I don't know if I can do this?" said Daniel uncertainly.

"It doesn't matter. Don't be afraid, just try!"

"Daniel came into the water and put her hands on Zack's
shoulders.

"You'll do 1t, don't be afraid!" Zack touched her black hair
gently.

"What a wonderful show! Cheers!" they heard someone's
unpleasant voice. "Two birds in one net." A beautiful tall woman
in a black gown came out of her hide.

"Who's that?" asked Daniel.

"Daniel, stay behind me." told Zack and stepped forward.

"Why? Who's she? Do you know her?"

"She's Kira, one of Jack's hunters."
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Daniel saw a cold smile on Kira's face. Kira stretched her
hand out and pronounced the spell. A mysterious force trapped
them into the net. Zack tried to cut the threads but failed.

"What will we do?" Daniel gripped Zack's shirt.

"We can't do anything. We're in trap." Told Zack and
looked bravely into Kira's deep back eyes.

Kira stretched her right hand again and whispered
another spell in an unfamiliar to Daniel language. Suddenly
Daniel experienced a strong pain as if someone stabbed her in her
head. She felt dizzy and fainted.

%ﬁaﬁlm 8

Daniel made an effort and opened her eyes. She again saw
the streets of Manhattan. She had a headache and felt dizzy. The
bright sunshine dazzled her eyes. Daniel got up. There was
nobody around. Her knees shivered although, she realized that
she saw a dream.

"Hey! Is there anyone here?" she cried and echo scattered
all over the place.

"Does anyone hear me? The prophetess, are you here?"

Daniel looked around. She noticed a silhouette shooting
past the buildings.

"Hey! Who are you?"

A silhouette stopped. Daniel saw a small girl. She smiled
unkindly, then ran away and hid behind the buildings again.

"Hey, girl, wait!" called Daniel and ran trying to catch
her up. She saw that the girl ran into the building. Daniel entered
this building.

It was huge, full of rare adornments: crystal chandeliers
on the ceiling, ancient symbols were carved on the expensive
wooden furniture, and the walls were decorated with the portraits
of noble persons. On one of the portraits there was a man in silk
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clothes, with eagle feather in the hat. Close to it was a portrait of
a woman. She was a beauty with a showy head of curly golden
hair; her dress had a décolleté baring her neck and shoulders.
Daniel appreciated her beauty. Her eyes' expression seemed
familiar to Daniel. Daniel came to the exit from this magnificent
hall with portraits and opened a heavy door. Behind the door was
another hall with white columns. In the middle of the hall there
was a big column decorated with three swords. One sword had a
silver handle with black carving and a straight, sharp blade; the
second sword had a blue handle with golden ornament and a long,
sharp blade; the third sword had a ruby handle with orange, like
flame, ornament.

Daniel was fascinated by the beauty of this building.
Someone's shadow again slid behind her.

"What do you need here?" she heard a tender woman's
voice.

"Nothing..." Daniel didn't see her interlocutress.

"Is anyone waiting for you?" asked the voice.

"No... nobody..."

"Then what do you need here?"

"I told you, nothing... just, maybe, to wake up."

"Why do you think that no one is waiting for you?"

"I... I was wrong... Zack i1s waiting for me."

The woman with blue eyes, very similar to her own eyes,
stepped forward. She had black long hair falling upon her
shoulders and a pendant with a black pearl on her neck.

"Who are you?" Daniel came up to the woman.

"It doesn't matter." answered the woman with familiar to
Daniel arrogance.

"I'm sorry, but I can't help you."

"I see. But I don't need anything."

"I know. And I'm sure that Zack will cope without you,
Daniel.

"Do you know my name?" Daniel was amazed.
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"I know many things." replied the woman and took the
sword from the column. "I'm very sorry, but you'll never come
back home."

Daniel glanced at the sword in her hand. "You're going to
kill me?"

"No," laughed the woman, "I can't kill the White Dragon."

Daniel's heart sank. "She told that I'm a white dragon!?
Nonsense! How can I be a white dragon? There's no white
dragon at all... just a moment... maybe she wanted to say that I'm
a Black Dragon?"

"I can be neither a White nor a Black Dragon." Daniel
smiled timidly.

"Well," said the woman and paused, "but I didn't tell that
you're a Black Dragon, I told that you're a White Dragon." She
bowed to Daniel.

"Why does she say this?" could not understand Daniel,
"I'm not a White Dragon," she argued uncertainly and added,
"and then, who's a Black Dragon?"

"This 1s what you have to find out yourself." answered the
woman.

Daniel studied the woman. She was dressed in a short
skirt, traditional Japanese blouse — kimono bounded with the belt
with black ormament. She held the sword in one hand in white
glove with black adorn, another hand was covered with the
sleeve. Long boots reaching the knees were on her legs.

"How can I find it out?" Daniel shrugged her shoulders.

"Oh, it's so simple! Just look around and you'll guess
where the Black Dragon is hidden."

Daniel thanked the woman and nodded her with respect.
She had the feeling that she had already seen her. She looked
again into her laughing eyes and said, "Thank you very much!"

"Not at all!" replied the woman and disappeared. Daniel
again remained alone with her new puzzle. She came up to the
column with three swords.
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"Where can I find a Black Dragon, and why she told that
I'm a White Dragon?"

She looked at the swords. The black one returned to its
place. Daniel examined the handle of the white sword and pulled
it. The sword didn't move from its place. Daniel made an effort
and tried again, she believed firmly: if she pulled the sword out,
she would wake up.

Zack was holding the sword with copper handle in his
hand. He had been fighting with Kira for several hours, and felt
fatigue. Daniel had fainted and rested on the grass. Blood dripped
from her head onto the forehead.

Kira looked at him angrily and pointed out to Daniel with
the blade of her sword.

"Still worrying about your dolly?" she grinned
sarcastically. She certainly wished to hurt Daniel, and this was
the main thing that worried Zack. "Why did she tell 'yvour dolly™"
Zack flushed.

"She's not my dolly!" he cried.

Kira burst out laughing. She could not believe that he
really fell in love with Daniel. "There's something special in that
girl if she managed to charm him right away." she thought.

Zack was breathing heavily. He could hardly withstand
Kira's onslaught. Kira was stronger than he, and he was going to
die. He wished just one thing: to see Daniel's kind smile again.

"Daniel" he whispered and turned back. Daniel was lying
on her back, something worried her.

"She sees the dream again." decided Zack.

Kira almost touched his chest with the blade, she was
about to win the battle. Zack thought that he could pronounce the
spell. He threw his sword onto the ground. Kira came up to him.

"Scared?" If you're afraid of death, I offer you to give up."
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"I'm not afraid, and I won't give up." said Zack
confidently. He took off his mantle, squeezed the fists and
pitched into Kira. But Kira repulsed his attack easily, and Zack
fell onto the grass.

"I see you're stubborn. And if [ mop up with her, hope you
won't be too much upset?" She grasped Daniel's hair and pulled
her up.

"Don't touch her!" cried Zack.

"You have no right to demand!" Kira cried out and pulled
Daniel up even stronger.

Daniel felt the pain but didn't wake up.

Zack and Kira started their fight again. Zack managed to
catch Daniel and put her on the same place.

Kira repulsed all attacks. A venomous smile didn't go off
from her lips.

Zack wiped the blood from his split lip. "Enough!" said
Zack, "It's time to finish the game."

"The game was finished for you long ago." argued Kira.

Zack posed, stretched his right hand forward, shut his
eyes and concentrated trying to free the magical power. His lips
whispered the spell.

"Oh, no, it can't be so!" Kira stepped back.

The ring of black light appeared around Zack's palm, the
black halo enveloped his body.

"But this magical force was given only to selected people
of the Kingdom! This 1s what Jack hinted on. This chap isn't so
plain!" thought Kira but didn't give up. "Come here, boy!"

Zack traced the point on Kira's chest. He targeted at her
heart. He remembered what his grandma Christine taught him.
She once gifted him the star. The black glow around it amused
him then.

Kira screwed Zack's left hand and turned him so that his
back was opposite her chest. She infolded his neck with her other
hand.

"Free me, immediately!" he demanded.
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The star was in his right hand. The pale black light was
streaming from it. Kira drew Zack nearer and whispered into his
ear, "... and the darkness will descend on all alive... Wanna feel
the warmth of my body?"

She slowly lowered her hand from his neck to his
shoulder then hip, trying to take away the star however, she could
not succeed. Kira turned Zack again, now her face was opposite
his, she moved very close to him and whispered, "How does the
sucker, like you, know this sorcery?" she whispered drawing him
closer and closer.

"Get out of here!" cried Zack again.

"Never! Even if you plead on your knees!"

"And this will be the most tragic mistake in your life."
smiled Zack

"What?!"

Zack looked bravely in her eyes. He managed to free his
hand and target the star at Kira. The star was shining. Kira
convulsed with pain. Blood sprang from her mouth.

Zack jumped back. He was beside Daniel now and cast a
sad look at the girl.

"I didn't think that you'll go so far..." moaned Kira still
convulsing with pain.

Her lips curved in a cruel smile. "Well, that's it, if you
think so...but we'll meet in the battle once more... Zack looked at
her with astonishment; he didn't expect that this would happen,
but Kira's eyes told him that she surrendered. To his great
surprise she bowed and disappeared.

Zack sighed with relief and again cast his look at Daniel.
He sat down near her and gently stroked her cheek. In spite of
this victory he knew that they were in a trap, but the only thing
worried him now: how to wake Daniel up.
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Chapptes 9

Daniel was sitting on the floor not knowing what to do.
She wanted to pull the white sword off the wall, but failed. She
looked at other swords; she had no wish to take them. Daniel
observed the place indifferently. She glanced at the white column
once more. She was in a bad mood, wanted to be alone, and had
no desires.

"Hey!" she heard someone's voice.

Daniel turned her head. The prophetess of Algenda stood
before her eyes. She always surprised her when she appeared
from nowhere.

"What do you need? I'm out of humor." Daniel said
coldly.

"It's strange. Why are you sitting here? You should find
the Black Dragon, shouldn't you?" the prophetess said with
reproach.

"Believe me, | can't do this! There was another woman
here, and she told that I'm a White Dragon. She didn't want to tell
me where | can find a Black Dragon." Daniel lowered her head.
She looked disappointed.

"The woman, you say? What woman?" the prophetess
came up to Daniel. She paused then told, "I don't know who you
are talking about. Who was that woman? Who told you about the
White Dragon?"

Suddenly her face changed as if the guess came to her
mind.

"One moment," she whispered with excitement, "there's
only one woman who knows, who is the White Dragon!"

"Yes? And who's she?"

"She's Queen Christine! She knows the secret of the
White Dragon. She, herself, is from the family of dragons. Their
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blood flows in her veins. The White Dragon was always our God
and the keeper."

Daniel looked into her serious eyes and burst out
laughing. She could not stop.

"A dragon was your God?"

"Of course!" answered the prophetess.

"You're laughing at me! Yes?" she asked finally and
shrugged her shoulders.

"What kind of people are you? What sort of civilization 1s
this? Don't you want to tell me that dragons had once lived here
and people were born from them?"

"OK! Everything is possible." She answered her own
question. "But even if it was so, | have nothing to do with this! [
want just one thing — get back home."

The prophetess didn't argue, just looked at Daniel.

"The woman that spoke to me had been once your queen.
Why did she honor me? Is there anything special she found in
me? Maybe she likes as I cook? Why did she come to me?"

The prophetess continued looking at Daniel quietly.

"Relaxed?" she finally asked.

"Yes!" sighed Daniel, but she didn't feel better. "Explain
to me, please, who's that White Dragon? What does he
symbolize? And where can | look for this damned Black
Dragon?"

"At last you asked me right questions." smiled the
prophetess. Those were the questions she was expecting to hear.
But first of all she wanted to know what the queen told Daniel.

"What did the queen tell you? Do you remember?" The
prophetess smiled again and sat down near her.

"Did you understand anything from what she told?"

"No!"

"Didn't you understand what she hinted on?" kept asking
the prophetess.
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"It's good that the queen didn't open the secret. She must
guess herself. The queen, evidently, wanted to help her." thought
the prophetess.

The wind opened the door widely and broke into the hall.
"l should do something," thought the prophetess, "and not reveal
her the secret. She must guess herself."

"Daniel, I didn't tell you... the point is that..." she paused
in hesitation, she didn't know to tell her or not.

"The point is that the Black Dragon... he's like you..."

"The wind was blowing; Daniel heard its gentle whistle.

"What do you mean, like me...?"

"He's like you, he looks like a man. In the far away past
the dragons swore that they would come back, and they came
except one — the Black Dragon. But nowadays he was reborn
either to save or to destroy Algenda."

"And what has it to do with the White Dragon?"

"Long, long ago the White Dragon had ruled this world.
He helped the God to create Algenda. Oh, no, it's not the case!
Angels always helped God, that's why he created Algenda."

"Do you want to say that dragons are actually angels?"
Daniel kept wondering.

"Angels had always been with God, they were God's
children. They got the name 'dragons' in our world. It was given
to them when they mixed up their blood with mortals and
wallowed in sins. At that time they ruled Algenda. However,
avidity overwhelmed them, and then God made a decision which
was correct. He appointed one angel to rule the rest. This angel
had to bring justice, kindness and wisdom. The White Dragon
had ruled this world for a long time till the slaughter began and
all the angels existing in this world were eliminated. Nowadays
we, 'power holders' rule this world. Besides this I can't tell you
anything."

"And the Black Dragon, who's he, how can I find him?"

"I can't tell you this."

"Please!"
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"I told you too much."

The prophetess sighed pondering what to do.

Suddenly the guess stroke Daniel. The answer stood
before her eyes as if it came from nowhere. Gentle wind fanned
her from all the sides. Daniel said in a trembling voice.

"The Black Dragon has always been with me. He's a man,
like me, and he's..."

"I was afraid that you won't guess! Was it difficult?"

The prophetess stood up and came up to the swords. Her
fingers slid along the handle of the black sword. She looked at
Daniel and smiled.

"Very difficult." replied Daniel. "Does he know about
it?"

"The prophetess shook her head." He, probably, doesn't
although, his family originated from angels."

"And his brothers, do they know?

"May be! They both are considered the strongest among
the sons of dragons."

Daniel smiled, "I always thought that he's not like other
people. Does it mean that the power that pulls me towards him is
an attracting power to the Black Dragon? I hope he's okay now."
She thought.

Daniel came up to the swords again. The white sword was
sparkling as if wanted to attract Daniel and let her know
something. But she didn't want to know this now. The main thing
she thought about was to tell this news to Zack.

"How can I tell him? What should I do? Who can help
me?" Daniel sighed. New problem worried her: what should she
do with all this?

"Do you know why you wear the Black Pearl?" asked the
prophetess.

"No!" Daniel looked at her again.

"Before the White Dragon took the power the Black
Dragon had ruled this world. He brought devastation and
suffering to the people of the Kingdom. Then God decided to
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give power to the White Dragon. The Black Dragon, obviously,
didn't agree and started the war, and then the White Dragon
created the Black Pearl; you're wearing it on your neck now. The
Black Pearl had to restrain the Black Dragon. The Black Pearl
had seized the war. However, the dragons had been enemies since
then. And I didn't think they could fall in love with each other.

"What? [ didn't fall in love!" Daniel flushed.

"I didn't say this," smiled the prophetess, "you told it and
blurt out."

Daniel was embarrassed, "Did I? Did I behave so silly?
No, I didn't fall in love. He's my friend. That's it. Or, maybe, a
magical power attracts me to him? Am I mistaken? Damn it!"
Daniel was confused she could not cope with her thoughts and
feelings.

"Okay, it doesn't matter now. You must find the way out
of here."

"I don't know what to do..." Daniel felt very tired and
closed her eyes.

The prophetess came up to the door, "Just think!" she
said and added, "I won't bother you any more. You have to make
up your mind. No one knows what can happen to Zack. So, you
must hurry up."

Daniel agreed. He thanked the prophetess in her mind.

"Don't mention it." Replied the prophetess and
disappeared as unexpectedly as she appeared. Different thoughts
hived in Daniel's head. How to get out of here? How to wake up?
Will she see Zack again? "What I'm thinking about!" she told to
herself. I must concentrate and find the way out of here.

* %k %k

Zack entered the lake and washed his face. He looked at

his reflection in the water. The lake sparkled in bright sunbeams.
"What should I do?" he thought, How could he wake up Daniel?
How could he get rid of Jack's pursuing?
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Zack looked at Daniel. She was so calm and pretty.

"Daniel! Wake up! Wake up, please. I need you so much! I
don't know what to do!" he thought. Zack sat down on the grass
near her. He could not turn his eyes away from her. He was
excited. He wanted to kiss her so much, so he brought his lips
closer to her, but did not kiss her. He could not understand what
was wrong with him. Three times he tried to kiss her but each
time failed. Zack stroke her cheek kindly. He looked at her with
tenderness and whispered in her ear, "Daniel! I love you."

Zack stood up. He felt that the strength returned to him.
He was sure and confident. He knew where to go. There was just
one place that could give him strength and belief — it was the
Crystal Palace. It was far away in the kingdom of eternal ice — the
Kingdom of Dragons. Just there he could get the power which
would help him to win his brother. Just there he could wake up
Daniel.

It was a sunset hour. Red strips appeared in the sky. They
were the last sparkles of the setting sun. In half an hour the sun
disappeared and a gloomy veil scattered over the lake.

People of Algenda delivered tradition from generation to
generation. Forefathers taught to determine situation according to
the colors in the sky. Legends told that red and orange colors
were colors of life, fire and passion. These colors could bring
destruction either. Zack studied tradition when he became the
Main Counselor of the Kingdom. He also knew that the law
prohibited Algenda's kings falling in love. "I have no right to
break this law and bring my people sufferings.” He thought.

"I must reach the Crystal Palace." decided Zack.

He stretched his hand to the Great Lake of Algenda.
Luminosity enveloped his palm. It was similar to the moonlight
in the dark sky. A huge wave rose forming a radiant arch. Zack
made his first step towards the Kingdom of Dragons holding the
sleeping Daniel tightly in his arms. He stepped through the arch
he created with the help of his magical power. Zack knew that
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very soon his brother would be happy to meet him and drag into
his hell.
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Zack felt that he was falling into a deep abyss. He
squeezed Daniel's hand. Her soft palm warmed his hand cool
from the lake cold water. He wasn't sure now that the Great Lake
of Algenda was the warmest one. White snow spread around. The
abyss they both were falling was so deep that Zack lost the sense
of time. He thought that descending was endless. But he was
wrong. Zack looked down and saw the bottom. He was horrified.
It looked like they would fall down and crash to death.

"How to prevent it?" he thought nervously. He was
holding Daniel tightly. She seemed to like being in his arms and
smiled in her sleep. Zack was holding her so, that she would
occur above him when they fell down. He shut his eyes and hit
heavily by something hard. Daniel calmly lowered her head on
his chest as if nothing had happened. Zack stood up and looked
around. White fluffy snow was sparkling all over the place. Zack
took Daniel in his arms again and started wading through the
snow. The cold wind was blowing and whistling. Zack entered
the forest. Although, the trees had to protect him from the wind,
everything was vice versa. Severe frost got through to the bones.
However, it gave Zack more and more courage.

Zack was unaware of what could happen. He wasn't sure
that the Crystal Palace could help, but hoped so much. He saw the
path from yellow bricks and stepped on it. It was white and icy.
Zack moved carefully along the slippery path. A cold wind was
piercing him through to the bones.

Zack looked at Daniel. Her recently tanned under
Algenda's bright sun body was now as white as a snow. "We can't
stop or we freeze!" Zack thought.
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He kept going. But all of a sudden the earth cracked
under his feet and they began falling into another abyss, which
was much deeper. Zack tried to hold Daniel down. Around him
there was nothing but darkness. He landed smoothly, but hit by
something hard and injured his knee. He defined that there was
no snow there instead of it concrete floor was under his feet. He
supposed that the place was isolated and he was buried alive
deeply under the ground. Suddenly the spotlight beam dazzled
him. Through the veil of disperse light he noticed a frightening
silhouette. This was his elder brother Jack. He smiled pleased
with himself, because he knew why Zack occurred in that place.

"Where's Daniel?" asked Zack bravely. His brother
grinned gloatingly. "Why don't you answer?"

Jack pointed at the large glass tomb with ancient
ornament engraved on its cover. Zack saw Daniel resting inside
the tomb. Her face was calm and pale as though she was dead.
Her arms were folded upon her chest, black hair tossed on the
pillow.

"What have you done with her? Did you kill her?" Zack
put his hand on the glass cover opposite Daniel's face.

"I did her a favor. She's too beautiful to die. Let's say, on
the contrary, I made so that she'll never die.

Zack could not figure out what his brother meant. He
boldly came up to him.

"Where are Wan and the rest? Did you also do them a favor? Or
enjoyed killing them.

Jack burst out laughing cruelly. He could not but laughed
and laughed without stop.

"What does this terrible laughter mean?" could not
understand Zack.

"What's so funny? Do you have any mental problems?"
just a few steps separated him from Jack, "I see. You didn't kill
them. You like mock over people before murdering them, and
you won't soil your hands."
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"You're right. [ never dirty my hands, I have servants for
this."

Zack got used to such statements. "My brother will never
change." He thought.

Wan is in jail, Melissa and Eva are locked in a special
room, the rest are in the same situation as Wan except Cristella.
She left this world."

"And why are you so happy?"

"Haven't you guessed yet?" [ have fun! And I know how
to stop enjoying when my victims start irritating me. If they
bother me too much I can eat them all.

"He eats people!" Zack thought with disgust. "You're a
vandal!"

"Sure, [ am! Thanks a lot!" He grinned.

"And what are you going to do with us?"

"First of all I'll make you suffer. Then I'll destroy the
entire Kingdom, and just after that I'll eliminate you in the
cruelest way."

Jack sat down on the tomb's cover and began studying
Daniel.

"She really looks like an angel. She's cute and well built. |
wonder whether she's tasty."

"Don't touch her!" cried Zack. He didn't stir an eyelid as
Jack stroke him.

"You, sucker, dare to raise your voice on me!" Jack
yelled and knocked him down onto the floor.

Jack kicked him with his foot. Zack smiled in spite of a
severe pain. His smile irritated Jack more and more.

"I see you're afraid, ain't you?" said Zack breathing hard.
You will dirty your hands and feet in blood till you see the death.
The death will come to you and bite you like a terrible beast, and
will send you to hell. You're afraid of the hell, aren't you?" Zack
laughed straight in his face. "But I'm not afraid of death." He
continued. He was glad that Jack stepped aside from Daniel. "It's
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good that she is sleeping now and doesn't see this terrible scene."
Zack thought. She'd better won't see him dead. "I love her but I
can't abandon the Kingdom for the sake of love." Zack closed his
eyes and imagined Daniel at the lake bank, her childish kind
smile, her cheerful laugh, and her insulted tone when he was too
strict with her.

"Zack, I've not gone away with you, yet! You'll suffer
long years before you die. Besides, I want you to see how I
become the cruel ruler of entire Algenda."

"Don't worry! I 'm not going to give up! You'll die first,
and I'll see it." Zack kicked Jack with his foot into the chest and
threw aside. Then made quick loop and stretched his left hand
forward. The light streamed from his palm. He caught Jack up
and grasped in his arms not giving him to move.

"Free me!" demanded Jack, "go to hell!"

"We grew up together and you were everything for me,"
Zack looked sadly at his elder brother, "now I'll do everything to
win."

"Free me, shit!" yelled Jack.

"I'll'just give you to die as you did to our mama and
papa."

"They were old, I made them good! I released them from
pain and suffering."

Zack's heart sank. He was about to burst out with tears, "I
have no choice!" he said. But Jack freed himself and knocked
Zack down. Zack convulsed from terrible pain and fell down.

"How are you, brother"? cried Jack with triumph, "you
will never kill me, you don't have enough hatred. In fact, you ain't
wanna kill me!" enjoyed Jack.

"Maybe you're right, but I won't defeat." Zack smiled. He
knew that Jack was right but didn't want to admit it.

Zack was too weak to stand up. Blood dripped from his
mouth. Two brothers looked with hatred at each other.

"Say your last word, my younger brother!"
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Zack didn't answer. In his heart he knew that finally he
will win and everything will be okay. He made an effort and got
up.

"Why? Why can't [ defeat him? Jack was puzzled.

Zack stood before him smiling. His eyes were burning
with both fear and courage.

"He will stop smiling when I ruin something he loves
most of all." Jack figured out.

"Well brother, my best wishes to mama and papa! Jack
posed and stretched his hand.

Zack nodded, he remembered the lullaby his mother used
to sing him:

Sthe m%l) withoul ;;/ecﬁ.
Shre tears in the eyes,
Stveee &(Wm aie in lhe sties.

She world’s so /myﬁl.
%6 wwold s so find,
PBut one a//m#on must te blind.

SHe wants to be frewce.
S wants lo be wild,

]{é won { macy cven a child.

%lb rﬁayon s wed
JNA[ blocd s in hés land.
LBt someone meust /6411 an end
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ﬂz soneote and /ém/a,
Yo dealh and lo leas.
OA. wd (/wyon, don t e ﬁ'mre/

%H(% trolhiews ca o /o/u'wy
(ﬂw most /ywc('mm /f/a’/ig/:
Jhicie love lo a cueel k{'/ﬂy/

"Yes! I had to be the king! But now... everything's
changed." Jack responded.

Zack looked again at the tomb where Daniel was resting.
He was sure now that if something would happen to him she
would cope with Jack without his help.

At that time Jack was preparing the most vicious trail. He
knew that this would hurt Zack most of all.

"Good bye, brother!" said Jack brutally.

"See you later, brother!" replied Zack bravely.

Purple-red flame enveloped Jacks palms. He concentrated
and directed the flame to Zack. Zack shut his eyes and tried to
imagine Daniel's happy smile. He felt the power of the Red
Dragon's beam. But suddenly another magnificent strength
intercepted the red beam. Zack opened his eyes and didn't believe
himself.

A beautiful girl was standing before him. Her black hair
was messy; her red eyes were filled with blood and sparkled like
eyes of a witch. That was Daniel.
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Chaptes 17

Zack could not recognize Daniel. Her open childish smile
disappeared; instead of it a demonic smile froze on Daniel's lips.
She didn't respond to him, even didn't look at his side. An awful
huge power came from her — the black magic of Darkness.

She yelled beastly as if warned about the beginning of the
battle and pitched into Jack with fists. Jack grinned and tried to
repulse her attack, but it was late. Daniel grasped him with
enormous force and threw away to the farthest corner of the
room.

Zack stared at her. He was shocked. Where did she take
this strength from if she was sleeping all the time? He could not
comprehend it.

"Daniel!" whispered Zack hoping to hear a word from her.
Zack looked at his brother, he was wounded. What kind of power
must she have to strike him so?

Zack looked in her eyes; her smile horrified him. He was
trembling. Daniel turned her head and looked at him, her eyes
were empty and indifferent. Zack saw the eyes of the devil.

"D-a-n-i- e-1!" Zack whispered with an effort.

"She doesn't hear, old chap!" announced Jack gloatingly,
"and will never hear!" She sees nothing but death and she will
eliminate everyone in whom she sees the enemy. So, we must
take her away if we don't want her to take us away." He added
sarcastically.

"No, I can't do that! I'll never kill her!" whispered Zack.

"Didn't you tell that if you have a choice: either Daniel or
the Kingdom, you'll choose the Kingdom?"

"Yes, I told this, but it doesn't mean that I can kill her. I
can't!"

"Okay, guy! I'll help you. It's a trifle for me." Jack
grinned.
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"Just touch the tip of her finger, and I'll take you away!"
Zack threatened him.

Jack mocked at his brother's timidity and innocence. He
noticed that Daniel moved to Zack. As she approached Zack
more and more clearly saw her senseless eyes.

Jack stepped forward. He started moving slowly toward
her.

"I didn't think about it before, but I have no choice." He
claimed cynically and stretched out his hands.

"Jack, what are you doing? What are you talking about?"

"I think that my Kingdom will lack the queen. Hope you'll
agree to become the queen of my Kingdom, Won't you, Daniel?"
asked Jack watching his brother at the same time. She stopped in
hesitation, then put her hand in his and smiled innocently. She
looked as usual except the red color of her eyes.

Daniel stretched another hand to the sheath on Jack's belt.
She pulled out the sword with the red handle and orange and red
ornament resembling the forks of flame. She examined the sword
and naively looked at Jack.

"Fine! I made a good choice, my White Dragon!"

"How you called her, a White Dragon?" Zack could not
believe his ears.

"May I check the force of your sword?" whispered Daniel
in Jack's ear.

"Sure, darling!"

"Thank you." She made a flap... then one more...and ...
pierced Jack's abdomen with the blade.

Zack heard the heartbreaking scream of his brother.

"Jack!" whispered he bitterly.

"She's really a nice prize, guy." whispered Jack falling on
his knees convulsing in pain.

Daniel pulled out the sword from Jack's abdomen and
moved slowly, the blade was targeted at Zack. She prepared the
same fate to the second brother.
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"Daniel!"... whispered Zack, "it's me...! Zack... don't you
remember...? I'm Zack."

Daniel stepped forward slowly. She didn't hear him.

Zack made another attempt, "Wake up, Daniel! You hear
me?! Think about your life!" He cried hoping to wake her up.

Daniel posed and prepared to stab him.

"Daniel, defend!" He pulled out his sword.

"It won't help, old chap! She doesn't hear you", said Jack
in a low voice.

Zack got ready to repulse her attack.

"I love you!" he cried, "and that's why never kill!"

Zack threw his sword down. His green-brown eyes were
sparkling. He heard the sounds of far away music and knew that
his death surrendered.

Daniel was almost ready to pierce him but he dodged.
Suddenly, Daniel clearly heard the strokes — they were nothing
but beating of Zack's heart. She stepped back. Zack caught her
hands and hugged her tightly. Their lips met, and... he kissed her
in her lips. A glow enveloped Daniel's body. Her halo shined like
a moon in the black sky of night. Zack knew that she woke up.
The sword dropped from her hand. She embraced Zack's
shoulders and kissed him.

Her eyes changed their color and became clear and blue.
She felt pain in her back and two white, like snow, wings grew
above her shoulders.

At the same time Zack felt that enormous strength inside
him. It was going to blow up like a bomb. Black circles enclosed
his eyes. "Daniel understood what this meant. She nestled to
Zack.

"Zack, don't send me away!" she pleaded. Zack was
trembling. The scale started covering his body. Nails tumed to
claws, and teeth turmed to fangs.

"You..."

"You're a Black Dragon, whom she was searching."
declared Jack.
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Zack pushed Daniel and she fell down, her wings weren't
injured.

"You exchanged roles, babe. A few minutes ago he had to
kill you, but now you must do it otherwise, nothing can help."
grinned Jack with an effort.

Zack moved to Jack his black eyes were sparkling. Jack

reached his sword.
Daniel was scared, she wanted just one thing now, she wanted
that the prophetess would come and advise her, what to do. But it
was impossible. She belonged to the world of dreams; she chose
such fate for herself. Daniel squeezed the black pearl.

"Zack, stop, please, Zack!" she pleaded.

"I see you got tired." told Zack to Jack in a strange low
voice. "Prepare to die!"

Zack knocked his brother down, but Jack straightened and
prepared to attack. The victory meant all for him. Had he taken
Zack away, he would become a lawful heir to the throne and the
ruler of entire Algenda. Had he persuaded Daniel to become a
queen, he would immediately acquire a good reputation thanks to
the White Dragon.

"What's in your mind?" asked Zack

"Daniel!" replied Jack grinning cynically.

Zack's black eyes were sparkling with hatred, "A
scoundrel!" he growled fiercely.

"You got angry, old chap!" Jack stretched his palm and
red forks of flame broke out. Zack yelled out of pain and anger,
his sharp claws dug into Jack's chest and he tore his brother to
pieces.

Daniel felt sick. She sat down on her hunkers. She saw
Zack slowly moving to her; his look was furious, and he was
ready to attack. In horror Daniel crawled to the corner of the
room. She put her hand on the black pearl again. She was afraid
that it was too late; Zack had turned to the Black Dragon. He
would cut her to pieces in one second.
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"Zack! It's me! Daniel! Zack..." she pleaded. But he
approached her like a predator approaches his victim.

"I must run away! I'm crazy! He will kill me! What I'm
waiting for? ... But I can't. 1 can't leave you!" she exclaimed.

Daniel was sitting in the corner trembling and waiting for
death. "It's an end!" she repeated. She unclasped the pendant and
directed the black pearl to Zack.

Daniel shut her eyes, "God! Let me die quickly without
suffering!" she was praying. One minute passed, and two
minutes... nothing happened. Daniel opened her eyes. Zack
stood before her. He bowed to her. And put his hand on her knee.
He was the same as before: there were neither claws and fangs
nor the scale.

"Zack!?" whispered Daniel.

"Yes!" he smiled back to her tenderly and stroked her
black hair.

"You came back!" Daniel wiped her tears. "Jack said that
we exchanged roles and one should kill another, that's the fate.

"The fate was as it should be. The fate can't be changed by
anyone."

"You always must tell something clever!" remarked
Daniel ironically and hugged him firmly. He embraced her.

"Jack! I killed him!" he remembered.

Daniel didn't answer. "He reproves himself," she
thought, "but he had to do this or Jack would kill both of us and
destroy the Kingdom. His death was inevitable."

"Zack, don't reproach yourself," she began, but someone's
voice interrupted her. Wan ran into the room. He was breathing
heavily.

"Zack! Are you OK?" he got embarrassed when saw them
hugging.

"Y ou both must see it, go with me!"

"What's happened?" asked Daniel. Wan got his breath.
"I've no time to explain, let's go!" Zack looked very tired. They
slowly went behind Wan. "Hurry up!" ordered Wan and took

85



their hands on both sides. Three of them entered the huge hall
with all kinds of decorations: the portraits on the walls,
chandeliers hanging from the ceiling and expensive wooden
furniture with symbolic carving. Daniel recognized this place at
once. This was the hall she saw in her dream.

"I've already been here!" she exclaimed.

"It's impossible!" surprised Wan. No one had been here
since our grandmother had died.

"l saw it in my dream and your grandma too."

"Did you?" This time Zack was surprised.

They entered the white hall. Everything was like in her
dream: the white columns, and three swords on one of the
columns. They were exactly the same as Daniel saw in her dream.
Ray, Cloud, Melissa and Eva stood beside the wall.

"So, the real king of Algenda must rise to the throne."
declared Wan and bowed to Zack.

The white sword again attracted Daniel's attention. She
came up to the column.

"Here's the sword that woke me up." she said and touched
the handle.

"I don't think it's a good idea, Di-el." warned her Cloud.

"We have nothing to worry about any more." She said
bravely.

"Just a minute, you told that this sword woke you up?
So..." Zack drew back. "Daniel! Don't touch the sword!" He
cried, but it was too late.

Daniel pulled it off the column. The white halo enveloped
her. She was sparkling like a star in the night sky. Daniel heard
the voices muffled by the strokes, the same that had brought her
to this world.

"Zack! What's happened?" she cried.

"You're coming back home!" cried Zack, but she didn't

hear his voice it was muffled by loud strokes.
"What?"
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"I LOVE YOU!" cried Zack. He knew that they were
parting, probably, forever.

Daniel didn't hear his words but understood what he told.

"I'm happy that I met you!" she cried. Zack tried to hold
her tight. In a few minutes she disappeared.
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Zack bent his knee and took the sword that Daniel had
dropped. It was absolutely clear to him why she broke into his
life. Thanks to her he defeated Jack. Zack examined the blade of
the white sword. Daniel's smiling face was reflected in it like in
the mirror. She had to disappear, nothing could change the fate.
Zack looked at her reflection, he was sure that one day she would
come back to him.

"Daniel!" he wiped the tear.

Melissa and Wan exchanged their glances. Melissa
whispered something to Eva. Eva ran up to Zack hugged him and
put her head on his shoulder.

"Thank you, Eva!" he hugged Eva. Zack looked at his
brother's family and his friends and understood that he opened a
new page in his life. Daniel helped him to put an end to hatred
and hostility.

Zack lifted Eva. He was holding her tight; the sword of
white dragon was sparkling in another hand. He confidently
moved to the exit. The gate opened widely before him and the
green meadow scattered before his eyes. This was the King's
Court. People were crowded there waiting for the king. Zack
went out to them and they bowed to him with respect. Ice and
snow which had surrounded the Crystal Palace not long ago had
melted, the spring came.
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Thank vou, Daniel, that you helped me to open my eyes.
Evervthing is clear to me now. And I'm sure, one day you'll see
how the Kingdom, I am going to rule will change. I will make it
beautiful.

"I announce that since this very moment the king of our
Kingdom will become the crown prince Zack the Black Dragon."
declared Mother and bowed profoundly to Zack. Zack bowed to
her in response.

He was ready to rule the state. He dreamt about peace
and justice. He wished to see his people happy.

"I grew up in this land, in this Kingdom. I will never
forget the epoch of my Grandma's Christine rule. Jack took away
our hope, but Mother returned it to us. She always told us that
new time would come and that our failures and sad experience
would teach us and make stronger. We never give up! 1 give my
hand to you, I promise to be with you in joy and in sorrow. [ will
never leave my people in trouble!" declared Zack and raised
highly the sword of Daniel — the sword of the White Dragon.

"Daniel, wake up!" she heard familiar voice. She opened
her eyes and felt a sharp pain. Daniel looked around. She was
lying in the bed on a white sheet; she was dressed in a white
gown. Someone's silhouette floated past like in the fog.

Daniel winked to see it better.

"Zack?" she whispered.

"Daniel!" she heard familiar voice again. Someone got up
from the chair and came up to her bed. Daniel concentrated. This
was the voice of Uncle Henry. She still heard the noise and
someone's voices. She remembered the white sword dropped
from her hand. She probably remembered that Zack rose to the
throne, and the darkness. She still heard Zack's voice in the
darkness. Daniel looked around trying to understand where she
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was. Soon she understood that she was in the hospital. But how
did she get there?

This man must be Uncle Henry. But what is he doing in
Algenda? Or may be she came back home?

The siluhette stood before her. His kind brown eyes and
looked at her. Now she had no doubt. He was Uncle Henry. He
put his hand to her forehead to measure the temperature, then
breathed with relief and widely smiled.

"How are you?" he asked then frowned, "what are those
fantasies in your head?"

Daniel didn't answer. She winked and looked at her
uncle. She felt sharp pain in her eyes.

"Where am 17" she asked huskily.

She tried to sit down on her bed and looked through the
window. The sky was clear. It was morning. Daniel smiled sadly.

"I came back! Am I at home." she was both glad and sad.

"How did I get here?" she asked.

"You fell from the stairs and fainted." explained Uncle
Henry.

Daniel smiled, but there were tears in her eyes. Uncle
Henry didn't notice it. He helped her to sit down more
comfortably.

"Relax!" He told her with care.

"Sorry!" Daniel was glad to see her uncle.

She could not believe that she came back to normal life.
"How long am [ here?"

"Two days."

"So, it was just a dream! Was it?" she asked herself,
"everything, and Zack, and even the kiss? No, it's impossible! It
was real, it can't be a dream."

"What's wrong?" worried Uncle Henry.

"I'm ... I... she caught his anxious look.

"Di-el!" he took her hand, "What's up?"

Daniel looked senselessly at her palm in uncle's hand.

Is the world that she's already got used to just a dream?
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Daniel jumped from her bed, but felt a sharp pain in her
legs and in the whole body; she fell on her bed again.

Uncle Henry tried to catch her. "What are you doing?
You aren't allowed to get up!"

Daniel noticed a big mirror on the wall. In spite of her
pain she rose and came up to it.

"Zack!" she whispered.

"Zack? Who's that?" asked Henry.

Daniel looked into the mirror. Everything was as usual,
no pendant with a black pearl on her neck. Daniel's body ached
and tears dripped from her eyes, Daniel cried bitterly.

Uncle Henry understood that she was crying not only
because of the pain. There was something else that worried her.
He hugged her.

"Your parents are coming tomorrow. Don't worry Ronny
and Molly packed the suitcases themselves.

"Tomorrow?" she repeated.

"Yes!" admitted Henry.

Daniel was missing Zack. Her happy moments in Algenda
passed before her eyes again. They were together, and he tried to
kiss her three times. "What am I thinking about? All this was just
a dream! There was nothing!"

Daniel calmed down and wiped her tears. Tomorrow her
parents will come and she will fly home with Molly and Ronny.
Suddenly she heard the sounds of pipe. Something glimpsed on
the floor. Daniel slowly went to the bed. She picked up the
pendant with the black pearl.

"What's this?" surprised Uncle Henry.

[t seemed to Daniel that she returned to life again.

"Just a trifle," she replied to Henry.

Deep in her soul she was sure that everything would be
different since this moment. It doesn't matter that Zack is far
away now. She's not alone. And one day she will see him again,
she will see Zack — the new King of Algenda.
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